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Preface ¢

Preface

The internationalization of higher education is bound to bring about
the internationalization of higher education studies. We have to regard
the internationalization of higher education studies as our priority so as to
improve the internationalization of higher education and serve the reform
and opening up of our nation. It has been on the list of the development
strategy of Education Institute of Xiamen University to enable the higher
education studies of Xiamen University to become world-known. Profes-
sor Pan Maoyuan, a famous educationist, outstanding teacher and excel-
lent education activist, is the founder and pioneer of the discipline of
higher education in our nation. To edit the book of Pan Maoyuan’s
Thoughts on Higher Education is of great importance for the reform and
opening-up and internationalization of our nation’s higher education. We
try to study Professor Pan’s thoughts on higher education more deeply
and introduce it more systematically to the world educationists, especial-
ly those who involve in higher education theories and administrators as
well as all the people who care about higher education. It is my social
responsibility to edit this book. It is also my duty to spare no effort to
spread my tutor’s thoughts. I'd like to dedicate this book (as well as an-
other book entitled Research on Chinese-Foreign Cooperation in Running
Schools in Higher Education, which is co-written by Liu Zhiping and me

and published by Guangdong Higher Education Press) to Professor Pan,
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my respected tutor to celebrate his ninetieth birthday and seventy-fifth
anniversary of teaching career. I'd like to wish him good health!

To have it done requires a cooperator with global background on
higher education. Professor Gerard A. Postiglione, director of the Wah
Ching Center of Research on Education in China of Hong Kong Universi-
ty, is an ideal one. Although a foreigner, he is an old China hand, es-
pecially a scholar famous for research on higher education in China.
When I was at the University of Hong Kong as a visiting professor in
2002, he told me that he would like to invite Professor Pan to make an
academic speech at Hong Kong University. Upon getting this information
from me, Professor Pan gladly accepted the invitation and made it in no
time. His speech, entitled Universities Should Study Themselves,
caused a big stir and received rave reviews at Hong Kong University and
the Chinese University of Hong Kong. In December, 2003, the Higher
Education Development Research Center of Xiamen University and the
Wah Ching Center of Research on Education in China of Hong Kong U-
niversity successfully co-hosted International Seminar on Higher Educa-
tion in China at Xiamen University. Apart from scholars from inland
China, more than 70 higher educationists from other 12 countries and re-
gions participated in this conference, including Professor Philip G. Alt-
bach , Professor N. D. Nikindrov, Professor Kai-ming Cheng and Pro-
fessor Zhong Yuping. Over the past years, Xiamen University and Hong
Kong University have been closely cooperating on the research of higher
education, including regular exchange of visitors, discussion of fostering
post-graduates together, cooperation in holding international confer-
ences, cooperation in researches and in publishing research achieve-

ments, etc. In 2008, we cooperated with Wah Ching Center of Research
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on Education in China of Hong Kong University, editing and publishing
a special series of reports entitled Pan Maoyuan and Higher Education
in China. It was originally published in the journal of Chinese Education
and Society (on the Social Sciences Citation Index list) by M. E.
Sharpe of United States with Professor Pan’s seven most representative
academic papers in English version. In 2009, our cooperation resulted
in publication of a series of papers with the topic of Chinese-Foreign Co-
operation in Running Schools in Higher Education Field, one of which
was a paper from Professor Pan entitled Research on Education Autonomy
and Education Property Right. At present, Professor Gerard A. Postigli-
one is the Hong Kong’s director of Xiamen University-Hong Kong Uni-
versity Joint Research Center of Chinese-Foreign Cooperation in Running
Schools. Our cooperation is far more than what was mentioned above.
But it is enough to indicate two points: first, Professor Gerard A.
Postiglione is capable of being the co-editor of this book; second, he is
an old friend of Xiamen University so that we can completely trust him in
our cooperation.

To have it done also requires an excellent writing team. Professor
Pan’s thoughts on higher education are so profound that the writers have
to be good at both higher education theories and writing skills to under-
stand and grasp the essence of his thoughts and thus presenting them in
their own way. The writers of the six chapters of this book are all Profes-
sor Pan’s students who are brilliant. They are the right people to
write it.

According to our plan with peers of Hong Kong University, the
English version of this book will be published in Hong Kong and be is-

sued worldwide. It is being well organized. But because it involves in
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many links to publish the English version so that we adjusted our
schedule to publish the Chinese version first by Guangdong Higher Edu-
cation Press. We'll keep the timetable of finishing the English version,
hopefully earlier. In fact, the electronic version of the book was already
available to the public on the website of Wah Ching Center of Research
on Education in China of Hong Kong University in September, 2010 with
the support of Professor Gerard A. Postiglione who particularly wrote the
preface and introduction in English. It can help those scholars who do
not know any Chinese to find out needed information. The center claims
that it has been receiving a lot of feedback worldwide from these scholars
who do not know Chinese as well as those who know Chinese in the past
two years, which indicates the overwhelming influence of the book.

It consists of six chapters. The first chapter introduces how the dis-
cipline of higher education was founded in China and what is Professor
Pan’s philosophy of founding it. The second chapter illustrates “the bas-
ic law of internal and external relations of education” originated by Pro-
fessor Pan, analyzing its importance and value in theory and practice.
The third chapter demonstrates Professor Pan’s thoughts on higher educa-
tion development strategy from four aspects which are the relationship
between market economy and higher education, sustainable development
strategy , mass higher education in China and private higher education.
They are just a small part of his thoughts on higher education develop-
ment strategy but enough for us to see its profoundness. The fourth chap-
ter introduces Professor Pan’s thoughts on university curriculum and
teaching methodology from four angles, which are the teaching course
and its particularity, teaching principle system, curriculum theory and

theories and practice of teaching reforms in higher education institu-
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tions. The fifth chapter illustrates Professor Pan’s thoughts on subdisci-
plines of higher education by studying higher education historiography,
higher education administration science, higher education economics,
higher education culturology, higher education sociology and information
education. The sixth chapter explores and analyzes Professor Pan’s u-
nique academic style which has been becoming mature during the long
process of educational practice and administration, academic research
and talent training from six sides. It is an academic treatise accom-
plished by many authors. It has precise logical structure and system,
covering most aspects of higher education researches.

The following are the authors of each chapter: Li Jun ( Chapter
1), Yang Guangyun and Liu Xiaoqiang ( Chapter 2), Chen Xingde
(Chapter 3) , Zhao Yezhu ( Chapter 4), Liu Zhiwen ( Chapter 5),
Gao Baoli (Chapter 6). Liu Xiaogiang is responsible for Professor Pan’s
brief biography. Lin Jinhui comes up with the general ideas and works
out the outline, then making plans upon discussing with Professor Gerard

A. Postiglione. Lin Jinhui is also in charge of gathering them finally.

Lin Jinhui
September 10, 2010
Xiamen University
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