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A Study on the Practice of Task-based Language Teaching in
English Reading in Country Senior Middle School

Chapter 1 Introduction

1.1 Purpose of this study

The development of science and technology and that
of social economy impose a high requirement on the school
education. Economic globalization and the demand for
modern technology give rise to the increasing importance
to English teaching as a main channel through which Eng-
lish learners have access to the mastery of English. Nowa—
days in China,especially after China’s entry into the WTO
and its successful bid for the 2008 Olympic Games in
Beijing, More and more people are eager to learn English
well,which,as a means of international communication,
has become more important than ever. So English lan-
guage teaching is paid much attention to than ever before.
Of course, English reading is just one part that cannot be
ignored.

The problem of how to improve English reading abili-
ty faces all the teachers and learners. However,to a large

extent,learning depends on teaching. Consequently,as
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teachers,we should research and explore effective ways of
teaching. Task-based Language Teaching(TBLT) is a new
language teaching method which came into being in 1980s.
Since then,language tasks have evolved from a varied col-
lection of instructional activities in second and foreign
language classrooms to a foundation for instructional plan—
ning,i.e. task—based syllabuses. Researchers are of the
opinion that the term is useful,and that work on second or
foreign language classrooms,syllabus design,and materials
development etc. can benefit from a task—oriented perspec—
tive.

In recent years,a number of researchers,syllabus
designers,and educational innovators have called for a
move in language teaching towards TBLT to instruction as
they’ve found that TBLT has a lot of strengths. For
example, it focuses on cultivating the students’ ability of
using language, of searching for necessary information,of
cooperation,of creativity and so on. What’s more,
compared with form—based approaches, TBLT consists not
of a sequence of preselected or preplanned language
items,but of a sequence of communicative tasks to be
performed in the target language.

But as we know,teaching effect relies on many
factors and in China,these factors are quite different in

2 .
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different regions. And we cannot use the same method to
teach English everywhere,especially in the countryside.
Therefore , the research aims to achieve the following goals
by experimenting:

1. To test the practicality of TBLT in English reading
in Country Senior Middle School (CSMS).

2. To explore an effective TBLT model of English
reading teaching in CSMS.

3. To improve teachers’ methods of teaching reading
in CSMS.
1.2 Significance of this study

In a traditional class,the teacher dominates the class
by talking all the time while students are only passive lis—
teners, little time is spared for the students to practice
English since the aim of teaching is to inform learners of
language knowledge rather than develop their learning
skills, the classroom is usually quiet and orderly with the
teacher being the only person who knows the answer.
Once a student is called on to response,hethe tends to
get nervous and does not know what to say. Therefore,a
lack of opportunity to practice can cause students’ low
learning ability in the traditional teacher—centered class.

However,there are more advantages in TBLT than in

Presentation—Practice—Production methodology (PPP):1)
. 3 .



