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[ a [new page in history is being recorded with
!A;lhc vitality of life from ancient Suzhou.
Today, the people of Suzhou are writing a new
chapter of their home by drawing upon the
unique advantages in history, culture,
economy and geography. coupled with
strenuous efforts in creation of a "cultural
Suzhou".

Cultural Suzhou is the city image conveyed
by Suzhou today, which has rich connotations,
peculiar charm and fresh insight. Today's
Suzhou, while retaining its ancient features
seen in the canals, delicate bridges and water-
fronted dwellings, has acquired the air and
magnitude of a modern city. When designing
the new image for their old city, the
people of Suzhou have responded
boldly to the challenge of modern
concepts and foreign cultures, with
full understanding of their own charm
and determination to preserve it. This
has been proved to be a successful
attempt. A striking case in point is the
transformation of the old city blocks.
Simplicity and quaintness are the soul
in Suzhou's urban construction. The
reconstructed city blocks have

maintained the style of dark grey bricks. roof

tiles with curved eaves and white walls on the

edge of canals, and the artistic essence of

classical gardens. In the midst of it, one can
feel, distinctly or vaguely from every brick and
pool of water, the permeation of what may be
termed traditional culture, which consciously
or unconsciously manifests itself sometimes
visionary and subtle, sometimes solid and
definite. However, such is no longer the
stereotyped traditional culture. An inside look
finds all the living facilities of a modern city,
with running water, electricity, gas and
everything in place. Most inhabitants have got
rid of buckets and coal stoves -- a substantial
change in the quality of their life.

"Upon entering Suzhou, you'll behold
houses pillowing on canals." The once
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fabulous Scene of "360 bridges with red
wooden railings" is being restored in Suzhou
today. The newly built Gan Jiang Road, for one
thing, is crossed by 22 bridges.

On the eastern and western flanks of the old
city stand proudly Suzhou Industrial Park,
which combines industry with commercial and
residential quarters, and Suzhou New District,
which integrates hi-tech development zone
with modern urban district and concentration
of industries. The flanks, like a pair of
powerful wings, are spurring the old city into
the 21 st century at soaring speed.

To the west of the city, the Lion Hill, quiet
and melancholy since time of yore, is now the
site of the multicolored Suzhou
Amusement Park, which seems to
have roused the legendary lion in
greeting of the birth of New Suzhou.
Looking eastward, we see the rise of a
garden city on the shore of Jinji Lake,
and realize that the people of Suzhou
can now paint a masterpiece in huge
dimensions instead of merely adding
petty touches as they used to.

The development pattern of the
two flanks in coordination of the city
proper has greatly promoted the optimum
structure of production and laid a good
foundation for current economic construction
of Suzhou.

As the result of swift development of
economic construction, drastic changes have
taken place in the life of the Suzhou folks. In
this sanitary city of national standard, all the
streets and lanes are clean-washed and tidy,
and the ever-present night pails and smoking
coal stoves are disappearing from the scene.
The vegetable baskets in the hands of old ladies
and the computers on the desks of children are
but evidence that the folks here, in pace with
the time, are enjoying the goodness of a
modern civilization while endeavoring to
realize it in full, and that the ancient Suzhou is
putting on a youthful and vibrant look.
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