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Unit1 Campus Life

Part One _ In-Class Reading

When students leave for college at age 17 or 18, many of them have never been

kground Information

away from home and their family. The transition to greater freedom and responsibility
may be difficult for them, with no one to wake them up for breakfast or do their laundry,
and fewer classes to attend but larger amounts of homework. Some students don’t adjust
successfully. In the US, where almost 70% of high school graduates enter college, only a
minority (40.5%) of these actually graduate. Elsewhere, with fewer attending college,
higher percentages may graduate.

College has many social attractions, some of which can be distractions. Sports,
concerts, parties, and dormitory bull sessions can be very time-consuming. The
temptation to stay up too late at night or sleep too late in the morning is always present, so
self-discipline is an important lesson to learn. In addition many students have part-time
jobs, especially in the US where most students have cars and are expected to help their
parents pay for tuition or college housing.

Students and their parents may disagree on how much time should be devoted to
studying. But they usually agree that in addition to some learning and possibly some fun,
one of the outcomes of a college education should be a good job. Students who have
already worked at part-time jobs have an advantage in the job market, but this is not the
only way to improve one’s chances. Many colleges have internships or co-programs to
give students practical experience in their future careers. Others have special classes
where students can practice their application forms and letters, resumes, personal
statements, and employment interviews. Most colleges have career counselors and career
days or career fairs where students can meet potential employers and learn about career
alternatives. Recently many jobs have been listed on the Internet, making it easier to
match students with suitable opportunities and more important for students to acquire
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computer skills.

College can be an exciting and rewarding experience, but it can also be very stressful.
Making their own decisions can be very difficult for young people accustomed to parental
supervision. When students make bad decisions, such as drinking too much beer or
procrastinating in their studies, they are not always mature enough to admire or correct
their mistakes. But having the freedom to make these mistakes, and the obligation to face
their consequences, is part of the learning process. When older people look back on theii
student years, they usually view this as a happy period of life, even if it did not always
feel that way at the time.

Parents, teachers, advisers, and counselors can help students move successfully from
high school to college and from college to careers. But in the last analysis students must
do most of this for themselves, with more help than we may realize from their friends and
classmates. College students learn as much outside as inside the classroom, and most of
this is not learned from adult authority figures. The peer group and the youthful popular
culture are increasingly strong influences on today’s students. So parents and other
potential role models should try to be aware of this, even if they don’t always appreciate
the latest trends in casual clothing or pop music. College is a time of change and the
parents can learn almost as much from this as the students can. They too were once
students, just as today’s students will one day be parents.

Accommodation

Many British and American universities provide limited accommodation to students.
In Britain, university students almost always have their own rooms, but in America it is
quite usual for two students to share a bedroom. There, if a student applies early enough
to get a place in university-run accommodation, she/he is usually asked to supply
information regarding the kind of prospective roommate she/he likes, information
concerning personality, habits, ethnicity, etc. Some universities also provide a limited
number of self-catering apartments to students, especially to graduates and professional
students who may have their spouse with them. If students are unsuccessful in obtaining a
place in the university-run accommodation, they may have to consider private housing
off-campus. And the best place to go for assistance is the housing office of the university,
which usually maintains a bulletin complete with a map of the city, realtors’ names, rates,
and locations of apartments.



Living with Your Roommates

Despite what your parents and others try to make you believe, life at college may not
be the best experience you will ever live through. Why?

The simple one word answer is: Roommates. One has often heard about the guy that
never sleeps or the girl who always has her friends over or the one who studies all the
time and becomes very disturbed by the slightest movement you make. They are not all
that bad. So how do you get them to stop?

You can’t do it. It’s impossible. The only way you will be able to live with your
roommates is by compromising. If you don’t like to listen to music while you are studying
but one of your roommates does, ask him to use headphones. Talk about your habits and
ask your roommates about theirs. Respect your roommates and your roommates will
respect you.

You may not be friends with your roommates by the end of the year but you may be
friends with them the year after, when you are no longer rooming together. This is alright
though. Sometimes it’s too difficult to try to live together and be good friends at the same
time. Roommates are not always meant to be your best friends.

Choosing a Major

Education Research Institute said the following areas of study were popular among
undergraduates: Business (16.6%), Arts and Humanities (12.6%), Professional Fields
(12.0%), Social Sciences (10.3%), Education (10.1%), Engineering (9.1%), Biological
Sciences (6.9%), Physical Sciences (2.6%), Technical (2.2%), Others (9.4%) and
Undecided (8.5%).

Il Comprehension at Discourse Level

Understanding the organization of the text
This passage can be divided into four parts. Fill in the blanks to complete the structure of
the passage.
1. Life for the author as a freshman was very hard for he still felt lost and it’s a
challenging voyage for him to_go through. (Para. 1—3)
2. The reasons why people attended the college and the tasks the author set for himself in
college. (Para. 4—5)
The reasons why people attended the college
A. Getting a degree;



B. Writing a Pulitzer Prize-winning novel.

The tasks the author set for himself in college
A. To observe the campus;

B. To scout the selection of potential Mrs. Shahs;

C. To learn the tools of the trade to become a millionaire as fast and as young as

possible.
3. The author’s specific campus life experiences and the lessons he learned. (Para. 6—14)

The author’s specific campus life experiences
" A. Living with roommates;

B. Choosing a major;

C. Forcing himself to attend classes;
D. Getting rid of drinking.
The lessons he learned

A. To learn to give more and take less;

B. To learn to compromise;

C. To learn to discipline himself in studying and drinking.

4. The author thought that the freshman life made him grow mentally and get wiser. (Para.
15)

1. strike v. to have an effect on sb.; to impress sb. in the way specified; to hit sb. or sth.;
to cause sth. to come sharply into contact with sth.
The plan strikes me as ridiculous.
He struck the table a heavy blow.
The family was struck by yet another tragedy.
The area was struck by an outbreak of cholera.
2. attempt v to make an effort to do sth.
She’s attempting to swim across the Channel next month.
n. an act of attempting sth.
They made no attempt to escape.
My early attempts at learning to drive were successful.
to attempt to do sth. /at doing sth.
3. compromise n. giving up of certain demands by each side in a dispute, so that an
agreement may be reached which satisfies both to some extent



Most wage claims are settled by compromise.
v. to settle a dispute etc. by making a compromise
I wanted to go to Greece, and my wife wanted to go to Spain, so we compromised on
Italy.
4. schedule 7. program of work to be done or of planned events
The prime minister had a full heavy schedule of engagements for every day of the
conference.
v. to arrange sth. for a certain time
She is scheduled to give a speech tonight.
5. peak v. to reach the highest point or value
Toy sales peaked just before Christmas and are now decreasing.
n. pointed top, esp. of a mountain
The plane flew over the snow-covered peaks.
n. the mountain itself
The climbers made camp half-way up the peak.
n. point of highest intensity, value, achievement, etc.
She’s at the peak of her career.
n. (attrib.) maximum, most busy or intense
It is most expensive to advertise at peak viewing times.

IV. Key to the Exercises

Reading Comprehension
1.B 2.B 3.D 4.B 5.B

Vocabulary Practice
2. 1) be picked up 2) being picked on 3) picked at 4) pick on
5) pick out 6) pick out 7) picked up
3.)B 2)C 3)D 4)A 5C 6)C 7D 8A 9D 10)A

Translation
1. 1) She is widely regarded as a potential Olympic gold medallist.
2) The situation will not get better unless they compromise.
3) Her health soon picked up after a few days’ rest.
4) He planned his work schedule for the following month.
5) Hardship often matures young people.
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1. to pick sth. up v to learn a foreign language, a technique, etc. by practicing; to catch
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an illness; to collect sth.; to hear or learn (gossip, news, etc.)
The children have picked up the local accent.
She picked up a cold.
I’ve got to pick up my coat from the cleaners.
He picked up an interesting piece of news.

2. stroke n. single movement of a pen or brush; a method of swimming; sudden attack
of illness in the brain that can cause loss of the power to move, speak clearly
etc.; an act of hitting a ball when playing a sport

With a few bold strokes, she signed her name.

What’s your best stroke when you’re swimming?

She suffered a stroke which left her unable to speak.

She returned the volley with a powerful stroke of her racket to win the game.

3. spoil v. to make sth. useless, valueless or unsatisfactory; to harm the character of (esp.
a child ) by lack of discipline or too much generosity, praise, etc.; to become
bad or unfit to be used, eaten, etc.

He tried not to let the bad news spoil his evening.
The new road has completely spoiled the character of the village.
The little girl is terribly spoiled — her parents give her everything she asked for.
The desert will spoil if you don’t keep it in the fridge.
4. available a. (of things) that can be used or obtained; (of people ) free to be seen,
talked to, etc.
You will be informed when the book becomes available.

The Prime Minister was not available for comment.

IL. Key to the Exercises

Reading Comprehension
1.D 2.D 3.B 4.D 5.C

1I. Translation of the Text
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1. prominent a. projecting; easily seen; distinguished or important
He has a prominent nose.
The house is in a prominent position on the village green.
He is a prominent physician.
2. to take sth. up v. to start or begin sth., esp. a job; to raise sth.; to absorb; to make (a
garment, curtains, etc.) shorter; to adopt sth. as a hobby or pastime;
to accept sth.

He is eager to take up some job now that he has completely recovered from illness.
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The carpets have to be taken up when the house was rewired.
Blotting paper takes up ink.

This skirt will need taking up.

She has taken up the oboe.

She took up his offer of a drink.

IL. Key to the Exercises

Reading Comprehension
1.B 2.A 3.B 4.B 5.A

II. Translation of the Text

EXENPEARE

B, RONE. 0. FHEHCIE. BaRRHTAR ABUR WA X A A 42 B K R SORt
Fhra P ENEF RV ARSE - ERENER K.

4 FHIFGRTE TH B RFARX LR ¥ S XA EAR AR E AR
ERERYE? TR ZERBPEKXBTH P RRE. BREEMES M LNTEAR
P, Hep BEAALRAEE S 28 R EESENE AR R T I — 7Y
MR 2N AR 2 AR RE ERE. RILZSN, BRERZFEDH —FR0F
R BRI IITE, XM FEARA BB KA A Bl A SR R

EXEMKZHPEFABETBERBYE. ITRFHENYE. REFEERT
I RE R ) s A E——EPR R T e MR E L H R 2 E AR ETRAKK
. —BokRFIERE, TP HRZAMKRELENERRIE. AL LBRR,
AP S E RN R, RIS RFBOEYE . 1R I F R,
ST T 3R A 7 TR 2 THER £ K2 BURMEM A6, B —7
TP & A TRRE ERIUR. REFEMPEASR LIS EERBEE
RENEMAREE —HEF. KEMBRFNE—F, F 7 kA PEXREHAE
B, S PR 2 AEARETRKEMMNERERTRT. REPEFEDE
e, RigE EERRYE. EREF-LEVARE T2 RNEL, -
IR K27 117 50 AR B A B AR BE Al )i TF 0 B3 (8 A4

AN IE R R FA TGN EREANI S . ARERF P FE — AN LR
BIRZT 13 /K. REPEFAMALRRETT THREESE. A&, £8TF
TR EOKRETE. B E, ERENTAPESRAERE ERFHEDN

e 11 -



