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Reason,Preference,
Action and Dedication

Lin Qingmin

Chairman

Dalian People Political
Consultative Conference

Mrs. Annie Wong Leung Kit-Wah is the daughter of the late Dr. Leung Kau-kui, a noted Hong Kong financier and
Philanthropist. She follows the foot-steps of her father and spares no effort in supporting the charitable activities in
Hong Kong and in the motherland. She is especially enthusiastic in helping establishments related to culture, eduation
and health. Her works in these areas have earned commendations and respect from the leaders of our country and from
the public at large.

At the invitation of Dalian People Political Consultative Conference, Mrs. Wong visited the city several times in 1997.
She has financed the establishment of the Dalian Artisic Talent Foundation and agreed to be the honourary principal
of Dalian School of Arts and the honourary director of Dalian Art Exhibition Centre. She has generously supported the
artistic development of the city. During the Dalian Sopharg Flower Festival, Mrs. Wong will stage her own painting
exhibition and publish an album of her painting, sending her good wishes to the people of Dalian.

Artistic pursuit is personal preference and is valued as other professional achievements. Mrs. Wong has been fond of
art since childhood. During the 1950's, she learned painting under several masters. Her creations are the direct results
of decades of blood, sweats and tears. She is a serious and demanding aritist, neglecting nothing and devoting fully
towards the ideal presentation of the images that are in her mind. She works hard and untiringly to accomplish this
goal.

Portrayal of women is a perpetual theme of the universe.It embodies grandeur incidents, sorrow and many struggles.
The depictions of women in artistic creations are either packed with condemnation or salutation, in either a heart~
warming or sharply~critical moment, and with either sympathy or remorse. When China is about to enter into a new
millennium, Mrs. Wong brings us her intelligence and her masterpieces. Her unique artistic perspective has interpreted
and discovered images that are distinctively hers. Armed with this "valuable conscience".she has presented to time, the
motherland and the people of Dalian a series of beautiful paintings.

Paul Cezanne, a pioneer of modern art.once says that art is totally about human being. The style of different artistic
creations may vary, vet the best pieces are all dialogues of the hearts. Mrs. Wong's works are refined and skillful yet
I think the truly arresting effect of her painting is her concern for and her understanding of the Chinese women,
Characters like Meng Jiang-nu, the Goddess of Luo River, Zhao Fei-yan, Ban Zhao, Cai Wen-ji, Li Qingzhao, Xiang
Fei, Cai Jin-Hua or the fashion model" that she has created for the people of Dalian are all vividly depicted. Each
of them has a soul and with flesh and blood thus making all of them genuinely credible whether they are from the
anicent times or from our time. The lively spirit and attractive appearance of these females leave deep impressions on
the viewers. The artist obviously receive much interest and puts in much effort in her presentation.All the personalities
bear marks of different emotions and experiences. They reveal the niceties, desires or aspirations as well as the hidden
feelings of love, anger, sorrow and happiness. All such emotions have been captured by Mrs. Wong's intelligence. The
form, the resonance and the spirit of these female come together consolidated into a dominating force behind the
paintings.

The characteristics of Mrs.Wong's style come not from deliberate manipulation, they are the natural results of a long
period of artistic practice which are truthful to her own emotional feelings. Personal feelings and personal preference are
usually the best materials for any artist. On top of the various social values, the element of beauty contained in Mrs.
Wong's paintings is exactly what Shihtao has rationalized art---it comes from the true emotional feelings. The learned
men from the past have said that the artistic impulses have to come from the heart. This is the most basic and the
most important element in the art of painting. Mrs.Wong knows the clement of beauty and requirements of Chinese
figure painting. She has further developed such element and requirements. While dropping the passiveness, which is
unnecessary nowadays, and the method of earnestly copying images, she has freed herself from the bondage of
presenting figures according to set standards. She has devoted herself fully in artistic skills and explored new aesthetic
territory. This achievement is a breakthrough as well as a soaring in her artistic development. The women in Mrs.
Wong's paintings are not only attractive, they also carry a tinge of tragic feeling. Their postures have enhanced their
sprits making all them rich in form and alive with spirit.

The paintings of Mrs. Wong will be on show in Dalian and a collection of her paintings will be published. These two
events fully displayed the fruits of her laborious pursuit in the art of painting. In the respect of prospering the cultural
activities between Dalian and Hong Kong and promoting cultural exchange, Mrs.Wong's contributions will definitely
produced deep and wide effect.
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Brilliance Attained
Through Art and Virtues
Yang Ren-kai

Honorary Director
Liaoning Provincial Museum

Hong Kong celebrity, Mrs. Annie Wong Leung Kit-Wah, is an artist, a philanthropist, and a social activist. She has
a good upbringing and is fond of art. She studied western painting, Chinese painting and calligraphy from masters such
as Xu Dongbai, Wu Boyun, Bao Shaoyou, Li Yanshan and Zhao Shaoang.

Between her busy schedule of social and charitable activities, Mrs.Wong finds time for her untiring pursuit in the art
of painting. She is an exceptional artist skillful, resourceful and with immense talent. At the invitation of the Dalian
People's Government, Mrs.Wong will stage a painting exhibition in the city during Dalian's Sopharg Flower Festival.
The main theme of her exhibition is on the historic women of China. In the five thousand years of Chinese history,
women have always been ill-treated. They were oppressed by rituals and the feudal system. Mrs.Wong has a deep
understanding of the circumstances that these females were subject to. All the characters have lived inside her mind for
years.Her historic females range from goddesses to mortals. There are legendary figures,nobility as well as common
people. Each of these females has her own distinctive personality, whether she appears individually or within a group.
The paintings present a multitude of perspectives and dimensions in the depiction of the fate of the historic females.
They embody deep and resourceful content of this show. From her vivid portrayals, we can detect Mrs. Wong's
statements of love and hate, praise and condemnation, and the affirmation of her belief.

Mrs. Wong is very learned in classical Chinese culture. She shows great enthusiasm towards the history of women
and the history of traditional Chinese culture. The characters in her depictions are from different historic and social
backgrounds. They all have their own emotions. Yet all of them inspire a common resonance of truth, peace and
elegance. Her works are an accumulation of traditional Chinese culture but the presentations are very much contemporary.
If Mrs. Wong has proceeded with her works without any sense of history, life and artisic refinement, it is definitely
certain that she could not be able to create paintings of this caliber. She is not confined by traditional painting skills
when doing these paintings. Due to her earlier training in oil and water-colour painting techniques, Mrs. Wong has
harmoniously combined two skills to create her own unique method of Chinese figure painting. The spiritual resonance
of the characters is presented through pale ink strokes and light colours. The paintings are rich in texture. Furhermore,
as we can sce in her treatment of the posture of the characters, and in the beauty of her composition and presenitation.
Mrs. Wong borrows from the elegance of body sketching that is popular in Hong Kong and western countries. This is
to say that she has successfully merged fogether the traditional and modern concepts of beauty. This has definitely
contributed to the aesthetic value of the paintings.

Mrs. Wong is very serious and demanding with her works. Her paintings are usually over six feet high and much
effort has been put into each and every one of them. On top of the overall detailed depiction, the eyes. the hands and
feet, a floating scarf, or even a small piece of ormament all possess a radiant effect. Attention has been put into the finest
of details. Mrs. Wong's seriousness in handling her paintings has earned my admiration. There is a certain difficulty in
figure painting. It is a painful labour to do large works such as those painted by Mrs. Wong. If there is a lack of
unyielding persistence in artistic pursuit or a full devotion in emotional attention, it is hard to attain any result. I have
10 bring up another point now is an inopportune time for Chinese paintings especially figure painting. Faced with the
battering of the economic turmoil, there are fewer and fewer artists who sre willing to devote energy in figure painting.
Therefore, it is not an easy task to persist in this area of artisic pursuit.n this context, the artisic practice of Mrs. Wong
and her statements in figure painting are indeed very meaningful and exceptional

Dalian's effort in holding this exhibition for Mrs. Wong is actually a valuable gift to the people of the city. It also
helps in promoting the cultural exchange between Dalian and Hong Kong, and will produce positive effects.

T would like to take this opportunity of the publication of Mrs. Wong's painting collection to wish her every success
in exploring and unraveling a much wider arena for Chinese figure painting.
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