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COMMERCIAL EDUCATION

E’ often hear that commeraial
education in China is still in its
infaricy. While, no doubt, the
remark is partially true, it need not
mesn  any discoursgement to the
educator who has learned to -interpret
infanoy as possibility of growth. Chinas
has been mainly an agriceltural nation
for centaries, Ol traditions used to
place men engmee? in commeroial and
ropetric) oocapations in a low social
atratum, Apprenticeship was the only
form of training provided, rule-of-
thumb prectice the sole process of
learning known Commerce wag not
taken as & study. It had no plage in
the booklore of scholers.
This is as it should have been,
considering the fact that even in
- Europe and Awerica commercial sub-
jeots were admitted to the curricula
and universition only at a compara-
tively recent date. The first modern
educational system for China dates
back to 1903,  According to the
scheme them drawn wup, there was a
three-year vommercial school equiva-
lent in slanding to the four-year higher
primary school, and & five-year middle
commercial school equivalent to the
five-year middle schecl. Then thers
wag & three.year ecismercial college
corresiponding to the three-year enilege.
In 1812, the school systern was
roprganized.  The new system, which
is 4till in foree, though'it is scen to
be modifierd again, provides fer two
ragdes of pommercisl schools, A and
3. The B grede comrmercisl sohool
corsesponds - to the three year higher
primary school and the A grade cor-
responds  to  the four-year middle
school, Both give a three-year course

heg

"BY DR. P. W. KUO, PH.D.

of trabuing, For the higher education
in eommerce, we have the three-vesr
professional schvol with the college
standing. Then in the university also,
there iz the college of comuweéres com-
priging the following departments:

Du' P. W, BKvo, PrI¥

banking, insurance, foreign trade, cone
sular service, customs revenve, and
international law,

The following statisties are ‘sapplied
by the “Fifth Issue of the Ednsational
Btatistical Charts and Tables, " pub-
lished by the Ministry of Bducation :

IN CHINA

Type of Sehaal No. of Schoola
B Grads 441
A Grade . 23
Profeasional 3
No. of Students enduates
19,866 2,817
10,624 2,888
680 272,

Since the publication of this statis
tical data, the nations] government
haa founded a professional school of
commerce at Wuchang ; thus there are
at loast six professionsl schools, net
including many private institutions of
the same character. Meagre as the
fante are, they are eloguent in declar.
ing the scarcity of commercisl schoels
for a populstion of fowr hundred
million who are in dire need of com-
mercial and industrial development.
The insdeguacy of educational oppor-
tunity is all the more glaring when
we bear in mind that the A and B
grades of commepcial schools only
offer very elementary training. Their
graduates sre with  just  sufficient
knowledge in fundamental principles

* and practices of commerce to enable

them % be servicesble to the business

world,  As for training and develop. .
ing wmen with diresting powers and

organizing ability who can excroise

industrisl and commervial Jeadership,

there 2 oo educational inskitution

alming et such.

Ini recent yoars, several colleges have
beers giving courses in commerce. In
fhanghal, for instange, 8t. Jobn's
University, Fuh-Tan University, the
Y.M.C. A, and others, all offer courses
of study in comzereial anbjects, while
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