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117,000 years ago homo
sapiens sapiens left the world's
oldest footprints in the lagoon

of Langebaan. Along almost the
same g)otprints George Harrison,
a gold prospector, discovered
the richest gold vein in history

in the late Nineteenth century.
Langlaagte soon became a
settlement, not of houses but

of tents, for the exploitation of
the gold mines in the area. The
metal was to expand the Boer
economy of Transvaal and seal
its fortune, but also its inevitable
doom: already in 1902, at the
end of the Tweede Boerenoorlog,
the republic was absorbed by
the British Empire. In little more
than a century Johannesburg has
changed from a small minin
camp to a large metropolis that
still retains the atmosphere of

a frontier city, and that bears
witness to the contrasts and
contradictions of a nation with

a great variety of landscapes
and cultures, and 11 official
languages.

The city has not yet completely
freed itself of the burdens

of its recent history, and the
administrative and institutional
centre is still encircled by
numerous fownships, the
settlements in which non-white
citizens were relegated by the
Group Areas Act of 1950. Today
a large part of the contemporary
architectural projects appear
aimed at redeeming the
shantytowns, healing the wounds
of the past through countless
interventions of a material but
also symbolic kind.

While, on the one side, new
museums and memorials

have appeared more or less
everywhere, in an aftempt

to realize the biggest group
therapy of our time , on the
other a fundamental role has
been played by the creation of
representative public elements
that the single communities
could identify with, to begin to
feel part of a neighbourhood,
emancipating themselves from
the obligatory residency imposed
by the segregation laws. The
same logic has inspired the
interventions and projects
realized within the context of
the first Soccer World Cup,
which has been perceived as

a pan-African event capable of
catalyzing and transforming the
image of a continent, freeing it
from the associations with the
myth of an underdeveloped and
backwards Africa.

The aspiration to modernize
characterizing the large projects
have, on the other hand, been
offset by a new interest for the
local milieu as compositive
element. Colonial eclecticism has
been abandoned in favour of the
so-called Ubuntu architecture,
where the Zulu word indicates
the relationship formed between
the constructions and the people
and the environment. A long,
gradual process aimed at
establishing a closer relationship
with the local culture, made of
small episodes that follow, step
by step, the slow approach to
democracy. Slowly, slowly, walk,
walk, waka, waka.
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The new opera house for the
metropolis of Qingdao in
Eastern China was opened
in october 2010. The design
by architects Meinhard von
Gerkan and Stephan Schiitz
with Nicolas Pomrénke beat
off rival bids from eleven
international firms in 2004.
Construction has taken just
under five years. The Qingdao
Grand Theater includes
an opera house that can
accommodate up to 1,600
people, a concert hall for
1,200 and a multifunction hall
with 400 seats. In addition,
there are a museum and a
hotel.
Qingdao Grand Theater is
situated on the eastern side
of the city between a bay in
the Yellow Sea and Mount
Laoshan (1,130m above sea
level). Because of the unique
situation of the massif directly
by the seq, the Laoshan ridge
is often wreathed in cloud,
which creates a unique sefting.
The style of the building
echoes the enchanting
landscape, with the massif
and the lightness of the clouds
reflected in the appearance
of the opera house. It rises
from the landscape like a
mountain—and a cloud-ike
roof seems to wreathe the four
buildings. The raised terraces
in the surrounding park are
reminiscent of @ mountain
ﬁloteau, and take their bearings
oth from the sea and the
mountains.

The opera house itself lies at the
northern end of the ensemble of
buildings, offering direct views of
the coast. Audiences can enter
the auditorium on two levels,
either via the lower level, giving
access to the large cloakrooms
and the lower circle, or via the
main foyer above with its large
glass facades and view of the
terrace, park and Yellow Sea.
The walls and floor of the foyer
are clad with local stone, which
emphasizes the affinity of the
building with the mountain.

The stage and backstage areas
are equipped to the highest
international standards. They are
flexibly designed so that events
of different nature and scale can
be performed, whether operas,
musicals, ballet or acrobatic
performances. The upper circle
and dress circle lever; offer

\optimum sightlines for the whole

audience.

The concert hall and
multifunction hall are
accommodated in a single
structure, but their functions have
been clearly separated from
each other so that two events can
be staged simultaneously and
independently of each other. The
foyer of the concert hall is on the
upper floor, which gives access
not only fo the concert hall but
also the cloakrooms and a
section of the catering facilities.
The auditorium comp?ies with
international standards in
equipment and acoustics. The
semi-circular stage allows the
conductor, his orchestra and the
choir to see each other clearly.
The multifunction hall is accessed
via a broad flight of steps on the
lower flower, and can be used
for conferences, festive events or
exhibitions, efc.
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Shanghai World Expo 2010: The Shanghai Corporate Pavilion
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In 1976, Centre Pompidou in
Paris, designed by Renzo Piano
and Richard Rogers, turned

the building inside out and
made utility ductworks part of
the architectural expression.

It was unprecedented thus a
breakthrough in the field of
architecture.

In 2010, we have gone
through a long period of rapid
technological advancement
and the amount of infrastructure
in a building has dramatically
increased to the point that
technologies are today’s basic
building blocks. For Shanghai
Corporate Pavilion at the
World Expo, we would like to
manifest this observation in our
design: the inferior spaces of the
Shanghai Corporate Pavilion,
which are shaped as a series
of free, flowing forms, will not
only be enclosed by walls of
the static kind but also a dense,
cubic volume of infrastructural
network, including LED lights
and mist making system, which
are capable of changing the
appearance of the buildging
from one moment to another as
programmed through computer.
However, our design is not
embracing technology for the
technology’s sake. Rather, we
like to convey visually the spirit
of the Shanghai Corporate
Pavilion, the dream of a brighter
future, through sopl’risticafetjJ
technologies. Technology

is about the enrichment of
imagination and symbolic of
the industry and industrialism
of Shanghai. Also through
technology, we like to address
the pressing issue of energy
and sustainability. A part of the
architectural infrastructure is
designated for the solar energy
harvesting and rain water
collecting, and the external
facade will be made of recycled
polycarbonate(PC) plastic.

World Expo is always a window
to the future. Shanghai, as a
historically progressive yet still
fast developing infernational
metropolis, has been all along
the embodiment of this forward-
looking optimism. As architects,
we take the special occasion
offered by the World Expo 2010
to solute Shanghai, a great city
of the 21st Century, through our
architectural design.



