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Learning a Foreign
Language

Functions

Asking for advice; Giving advice; Accepting advice; Rejecting advice
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Directions: Discuss the following questions with your classmates.

1. Why did you choose English as your major?

2. Do you have any problems with English study? If yes, what are they? :

3. Why are there more and more Chinese people studying English? Why are there more and more
foreigners starting to learn Chinese?

4. Do you often review your learning strategies and adjust them to improve your learnmg

efficiency? If so, give some examples.

Conversation [1 5
Learning a Foreign Language

-
(Karen and Tim meet on campus a few days before the new term begins. Kim has decided to take
a French class, but she is nervous about studying a new language and about how it will affect her

grade point average. Since Karen has studied French for a long time, Tim asks her for her advice.)

Tim: Hi, Karen! Did you have a nice break?
Karen: Oh, hi! I sure did. How about you?
Tim: Pretty good. But I'm glad to be back.

Karen: Yeah? How are your courses?

Tim: Easy—except I decided to take French. I'm a little worried.

Karen: Why?

Tim: I'd love to learn French, but I don’t want to ruin my grade point average. If I don’t do
well, how will it look on my record? Do you think I should drop the course?

Karen: That's a tough decision. But, look, I took French one summer and I did really well.
Learning a foreign language is fun and rewarding. Before I took French, I never expected
it to become so important to my career.

Tim: Well, you’re good at languages. Can you give me some tips?

Karen: Er... Just be sure to get a lot of practice. You should immerse yourself in the language.
The more time you spend with the language, the faster you will learn. So I suggest you
practice listening and reading every day.

Tim: OK, I'll do that. What else?



Karen:

Tim:

Karen:

Tim:
Karen:
Tim:

Karen:

Tim:
Karen:
Tim:
Karen:
Tim:

Karen:

Tim:

Karen:

Unit T Learning a Foreign Language

Try to speak more. I think the best way to learn a foreign language is to speak it. If
you can’t find anyone to talk to in French, feel free to talk to yourself. I often spoke to
imaginary friends and replied in a different voice all in French.

You did? That was interesting.

Yes, it really was. But I also have a friend who’s French-speaking. We chatted a lot. Do you
want her number? Maybe you could get together sometime.

Do you think she’d mind?

I bet she’d love to talk to you in French.

That’s wonderful! Er...Do you think I should memorize some word lists?

Oh, no. You won’t be able to use words you learned from a word list. They will never
come to your mind quickly enough.

Then what do you suggest I should do?

I think vocabulary is best learned in context, so try to learn vocabulary through reading
and listening.

I think you’re right.

Oh, remember: a little a day is better than a lot occasionally.

Everyone says this.

It’s true because that’s how our brains work. You can study as little as half an hour a day,
but you should not stop for extended periods of time. Even on a day when you’re too
tired, busy, or stressed, try and find five minutes to review some notes or read a paragraph
or two.

I think I get a much better idea about how to learn a foreign language now! Thank you so
much!

No problem! By the way, keep it fun!

(_Useful Expressions

Asking for advice

e Do you think...

e Could you give me some advice on...

e Can you give me some tips about...

e What would you do if you were in my position/if you were in my shoes?
e 1 was wondering if you could (possibly) give me some advice (about...).
e What do you suggest I should do?

e Have you got a few minutes to spare? I want your advice on...
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Giving advice

Personally, I would advise you to...
I suggest you...

I think you should ...

If I were you, I'd...

(You may not agree with me, but) it might be a good idea if you...

Accepting advice

Yes, great/fine!

That sounds/seems like a good idea. Thank you.
That'’s certainly a possibility/not a bad idea.
Right. I'll do/try that. Thanks.

Rejecting advice

I’'m not sure I can do that. You see + (excuse)
Isn’t there anything else I can/could do?

I'm sure that’s excellent advice, only + (excuse).
I’'m afraid that’s not really possible.

I'd like to, but I'm afraid...

_____Comversation [2

—

The Best Way to Learn English

(Luis, Yukiko, Liu and Giovanni are international students at a college in the United States. They

are talking about how to learn English.)

Luis

Yukiko:

Liu:

Luis:

Yukiko:

Giovanni:

Liu:

Do you ever try to learn English by watching TV?

Sometimes. But they talk so fast that I can’t make out the words. It’s much too hard to
understand.

I know what you mean. I never get the jokes in the comedies. Americans have a
different sense of humor.

But sometimes I can figure out some of the phrases and idioms, so I seem to be
learning.

I had to watch TV here for weeks before I started to catch on to the pronunciation.
Everyone spoke so fast on TV that I didn’t know what I was listening to.

I'm lucky. I have an American roommate. When I don’t understand something, he
usually fills me in'. He knows how to explain things clearly.

TV is good for learning English because I can sometimes pick up on the meaning of

words by watching the people’s faces or their body movements.
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Giovanni: I think listening to news is the best way to learn English because news people speak
more slowly and clearly.

Yukiko: Unfortunately, the news doesn’t give many details. It only scratches the surface?. |
think we should also be out talking to people instead of watching TV.

Giovanni: That’s really hard. Yesterday, I was waiting in the line at the cafeteria. It seemed like an
hour and I got angry. The guy behind me told me to “keep my shirt on.” I had no idea
what he meant. About 10 minutes later, the meaning dawned on’ me.

Yukiko: What does it mean?

Giovanni: “Be patient.”

Luis: How did you figure that out?

Giovanni: From the situation. He wasn’t angry. He was calm. Besides, I didn’t think he was
interested in my shirt!

Liu: That adds up’. You're very good at figuring out idioms, Giovanni.

m -

1. fill me in 23R AL+ R

2. scratch the surface 248 11

3. dawn on IR, flEHTHTSTITE
4. add up A-FIEH, AHiAH

Directions: Create a short conversation with your partner based on the following roles,

referring to the above “Useful Expressions” box.

Student A: You have one of the following problems in learning English and ask Student B for
advice:

1. Having difficulty in remembering words;

2. Being shy to speak English in public;

3. Reading very slowly;

4. Having poor listening ability, or

5. Speaking English with an accent.

Student B: You give Student A some advice about how to improve his/her English.



P=

Sy iaraad sl
onversationat

RiE ($E—#f)

Directions: Discuss in pairs the importance of exposure to a language for language learning

based on the following fact, and give suggestions on how to get more exposure as a foreign

language learner.

By the time a child is six years old, he or she has been exposed to at least 21,900 hours of

language (using a

conservative estimate of 10 hours per day). To get that same exposure, an adult

who spends two hours every weekday studying and attending foreign language classes would
need over 42 YEARS.

_____Comversation [ g

Being Bilingual—What an Advantage!

—

(Speaking more than one language is a challenge. Being bilingual or trilingual can be an

advantage. It can lead to unexpected opportunities. Albert Duval, a reporter for a TV station, finds

out what some multilingual people think. )

Duval:

German Speaker:

Spanish Speaker:

Duval:

German Speaker:

Spanish speaker:

You speak two languages.

Yeah. I speak German and English. It was really tough at first when I started
German in high school, but I always made friends with the German-speaking
exchange students. Then I studied in Germany, twice: my junior year in high
school and a semester in college.

We're Puerto Rican. My parents were born here in Detroit. They speak English
perfectly, but they were always working. My grandmother just about raised me,
and she’s from San Juan. So, I learned Spanish from her.

So how do your two languages help you?

I use both languages almost every day at work. I work for a company based in
the States, but we do a lot of business with Europe and South America. Since
I speak German and English, they've practically put me in charge of the whole
European division. My goal is to be vice-president for the entire international
division.

I've always really been into my culture, and I have a lot of Hispanic friends.
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So, when I was in college, it seemed natural for me to study Spanish. Now, I've
decided to start my own business translating legal documents. You’d be

surprised how much need there is for that kind of thing.

ASIC TR @@ ettt sesassnennans,

Directions: Read Conversation 3 above and answer the following questions.

1. How did the German speaker and the Spanish speaker learn foreign languages?

2. What are the advantages of being bilingual according to the German and Spanish speakers?

Directions: Based on Conversation 3, bhave a discussion in groups on the benefits of being
bilingual. After the discussion, one student from each group will present a list of the benefits to

the whole class.

~
[Monologue &

My Experience of Learning English

Before 1 came to the United States, I had never spoken to an American in my life. I got that
chance on my second day in this country, when my mother sent me to the corner grocery store
to buy a newspaper. Although I hadn’t learnt much vocabulary yet, I did know the English word
“paper,” which I pronounced as clearly as I could for the clerk behind the grocery counter. After
saying “Excuse me? What was that? Sorry, I didn’t quite get that,” and some other phrases to show
that he was having trouble understanding my English, the man finally went to a shelf and got me
a can of black pepper. I was too embarrassed to tell him that he’d brought me the wrong thing, so
I paid for the pepper and went home. Soon I learned to shop at the supermarket, where I could

pick out exactly what I wanted.
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T My English quickly improved. Because I needed listening practice, I started to watch TV—
first sports events, then quiz shows, soap operas, and finally comedies. I was particularly
interested in repeats of shows I'd seen before, which were much easier for me to understand the
second time, and in children’s programs, which I understood better than shows for adults. Every
day, I watched, listened to, and read about the same news in several forms—television, radio, and
newspapers—sometimes I would find out about the events in my own language first.

Still, because 1 didn’t have much confidence in my accent or grammar, I spoke very softly so
that the listener wouldn’t notice my mistakes. I suppose I had given the impression of being very
quiet and shy, which were the qualities that my American boyfriend had been looking for in a
woman. I wonder if he would have asked me out in the first place if he’d then known that I liked
to talk all the time.

Now I have an excellent job in an office where I practice my language skills every day—
answering the phone, typing letters, and talking to my coworkers. And I expect my English to improve

even more quickly after next week, when my boyfriend and 1 will be getting married. Soon I'll

tbe living everyday life in English—the language I hadn’t even spoken until a few years ago.

A Short Speech

Directions: Deliver a two-minute speech on your experience of learning a foreign language. Try

to include something interesting or memorable.

Discussion—Who Are Better Foreign Language Learners,
Children or Adults?

Directions: Children are often idolized as being the perfect language learners. The following is
a list of things that children do well when learning a language. Read the list and then discuss in

groups what adults can learn from them in language learning.

1. Children talk a lot. Once they really do launch into words, it’s often difficult to get them to
shut up. They mimic what others say, they ask the same questions over and over, and they want

to tell you all about everything they can.
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2. Children don’t worry about making lots of mistakes. Even five-year-olds are still making
mistakes and using “non-standard” grammar. However, they never worry about making mistakes.

3. Children learn what they need. You don’t see children pouring over dictionaries trying to
download as many new words as they can into their heads.

4. Children don’t have language goals. Children seem to be able to relax and learn at whatever
pace they naturally slip into. If children do have goals, they are much more likely to be
something like, “I want to play with those kids,” or “I want to play that game.” Their goals are

focused on what they want to do. For them, language is just a tool, not a goal.

Suppiementary Reading —

Language Learning Tips

Learning to communicate in another language may be challenging, but it is also a very
rewarding and enriching experience. It is the best passport to discovering another culture. Here
are a few tips we’ve put together to help you make the most of the experience.

Find out what kind of learner you are.

Ask yourself, do I learn something better when I see it written down? Do I only need to hear
something a few times before I know it? Do I like to learn grammar rules by heart? Are there other
strategies that work well for me? If you recognize your strengths, you can use them to work more
effectively.

When learning a language, it is important to use a variety of strategies (using the book,
listening to the recording, rehearsing dialogues, learning vocabulary, writing things down, listing
verb forms, etc.) to practice the different skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing. Work

out what your preferred learning style is and use it to your advantage.
Work at your own pace.

Make the most of the time you have available to study. As a general rule, don’t try and do too
much at once. You will often find you can learn more effectively if you study for half an hour or
so at regular intervals, rather than try to do a whole unit in one sitting.

With the best will in the world, there will be times when you don'’t feel like studying. Try not
to skip your session, though, and organize your work according to your mood. If you're tired,
choose less demanding tasks such as repeating activities; if you lack concentration, read a foreign

magazine article about a subject which really interests you.

Why not learn with someone else? %

It helps if you can learn with someone else. If you can persuade a friend or family member to



