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THE MAN WHO YEARNED
TO RULE FOREVER

Ying Zheng, succeeded to the throne at the age of 13
after his father, the King of Qin, died in 246 B. C. .

But actual power lay in the hands of the prime minis-
ter. So nine years later, when he was 22, Ying Zheng dis-
missed the prime minister.

From the age of 26, Ying Zheng led his army to at-
tack the other neighbouring states, conquering Han,
Zhao, We¢', Chu, Yan and Qi, one by one.

By the age of 38, Ying Zheng had brought the whole
country under his control.

He considered this an unsurpassed achievement com-
pared to the rulers of prehistoric times — the three Huang
and five Di.

He discarded the original title of king and coined a



new one, huang di.

Huang and di were used as one phrase for the ‘ﬁrst
time in Chinese language. This usage has lasted for more
than 2, 000 years.

Being the first huang di or emperor, Ying Zheng
called himself Shi Huang Di or founder of the huang di.

Around that time, foreigtiers began to learn about the
country and they named it after the Qin (or Chin) dynas-
ty, hence the name, China.

Shi Huang Di used autocratic rule to centralise pow-
er. The country was divided into 36 prefectures. which were
further sub — divided into counties.

In different parts of the country, roads and horse car-
riages varied in width and sizes, making it difficult for the
central government’ s carriages to have quick acces to ev-
ery prefecture and county.

Shi Huang Di then ordered all horse carriages to have
2 — metre — long axles. roads to bei 10m wide and a pine
tree be planted along every 10m of road.

Commercial activities thrived as a result of transport
mobility.

This, in turn, called for a standardised system of

|
ﬁmgmim,

159




xazw | P
|

measurement. The same units of measurement were used for
the length of cloth, weight of rice and meat and currency.

People enjoyed more conveniences in their daily
life. But their language, whether written or spoken, still
posed a problem.

In the capitat, notices were written in raw lacquer on
sheep’ s skin while in the south — western part of the
country, they were carved on bamboo slips.

When notices from the capital reached the people in
the southwest, they could not be deciphered and vice ver-
sa.

Information could not be disseminated and gathered
effectively, posing a problem for political control.

Shi Huang Di took great pains to standardise the lan-
guage throughout the land givig China the precursor of what
is known today as Mandarin and Han (or Chinese) charac-
ters.

While China was undergoing drastic changes in its so-
ciety, ethnic minorities outside continued to attack her
northern borders.

To preserve the entity of his kingdom, Shi huang Di

decided to stop these intrusions once and for all.



Hundreds of thousands of men were conscripted to
build walls to link up isolated stretches of city walls wilich
had been built earlier to keep out invading armies.

The completed project was the famous Great Wall of
China. Running 6., 700 km, the Great Wall remains the
only man — made object on earth visible from the moon.

Shi Huang Di rode on the crest of Success, being re-
sponsible for the unification of China, the standardisation
of a system of measurement and construction of the Grear
Wall of China.”

One day, when he was 47, the sight of his vast em-
pire moved him so much that he yearned to rule forever.

In his bid for longevity. thousands of people were sent
overseas to search for an elixir.

It was never found, of course. But these people found
their way to Japan and settled there and are said to be the
forefathers of the Japanese.

Shi Huang Di died at the age of 50.

However, his heir, Qin Er Shi, inherited none of
his father’ s ability or talent. He reigned for only three
years before the Qin empire was destroyed.

Up to this day, Er Shih Zu is a favourite term to de-
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scribe rich man’ s sons who are good for nothing.

The Qin Dynasty ruled China for 15 years. during
which Shi Huang Di ruled with despotism and implemented
a harsh and highhanded system of penalty and reward.

This might explain for the short — lived glory of the
dynasty.



MNETF R G

RENY, ZERNE=MARERR, AKX
RS, SEASE R HAERHRR—ATTHT
2574, AILFBENKT, EEIEEMAEEAN,
LB RTREMRKAN, BAILT, HMFSELCHE
LT, mEkEA 24 HbE -1, ZMUER
AN, BTRESRNSHEM, AZEZEE, g0d
BRI E LY AR,

RN, —EAT mA—BERIERYE, B
LHCEZHMG, 2%, KT BRAR
AE T EANRE, HRBREMHFBEEHD.

IRERER B, HBT AR, BAEARTE
IEZEEE!

HIFRXHEN, — K, BEEHRT —ITEHEN
KEABAT. B TERAKIE, BAFERTER
A, REAFBERLSE. BAFERKE, FECHLE:

|
s&mzw'm}




sazw ||}

B
164

RN, MEAEES A

“HE

“HETBRER?”

“—HfE.”

“BWHER—AEER?”

“W, JTHFIR!”

BAHBEE, 3.

“MR—ER IR, RERT, LU AT
KRR ZRHE LIEFEELN—ATE: “WaHRTE

BXFE, BEAFHEFEVBFAN, Ml

“BAT LB RAREITT "

| YNCESl R

“BRLERIRACHITT L

“RARZLKRACHIT,, AEEERK TR
IR ZE."

BRAOP—3: “XEAUL?”

BEVZIEMBINEEE R, BAFU:

“REGERL, ZEMEEZW, FERIE, dEl
RURIAE, FINSSN ST, YT E, HRE
SMRT, EAEERT, SEREM?”

“URE, TRRMEZERE, CEREANNYS



AN, BEREEIFH?”

“WRR, BHRAFERARE, REEEHRK
MedE™, —tHAWES, MRES, ]
EAfr.”

BRABAI HENWESRAREE, X—K&
B, B TMARTE. fsr %) 8 60 2R B O
“MREWAXA—X, WRRERKRME, ZEE
HAL, RAE—F!”

BAFERARA-KMNEBRAANT T ESE, AK
RMfEFEETMEERETE, RXRARE, 4FilE
FE, 2, RFERERIRTHMA. fEC 8
F—¥—+HEE—IAFEEX, EREESXK
EHRARHE, R EBa2E R, FIRAZHE,
EESERR A, WIS ERETRF AR B&
W, ¥ “RAMBHOR!” AAAFRBEEHERA,
BREENSH, BRI IR TFRERLE, FiE
HORJE¥4E,

HHRARAGXFIE VS, FEREBRREALA
XFo,

H—JiE, BATMEEHEXENBRAEN. A
—REBRATEMRIEEREE. ] B CH/NEE,
—MMEBKRL, SR, B ABREL, —

|
ﬁmzzﬂm,




