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Preface

Xu Jiaqi

President of Radio, Film and Television Design and Research Institute
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As a layman in the area of architecture, I have been
admiring highly the profession of architect. With such
admiration, I hesitated when I was invited to write a preface
on the occasion of publishing this portfolio of architects. More
appropriately, I'd like to share my observations to stand for
this publication.

As I always mention in our institute that there are two
specialties which rank the toughest in project reviews, one
is Building Shape and the other is Project Cost Estimation
because every one has the right to judge and appraise with
his own opinion. To be specific, different people have different
aesthetic standards on building shape, and economic views on
project cost estimation also vary from person to person.

As for architectural schematic creation, my understanding
is that, when making a schematic design, an architect is asked
to present the highlights that move him most to see whether I
can also be moved, in other words, to make it believable that
the scheme is appealing—only such scheme can be translated
into real architecture in the end. Otherwise, the scheme will
be plain and lifeless, not to mention winning any bid. My view
may not be correct, but it works well in real practice. This
makes it a tough task for architects in our institute since their
hard work has to gain my recognition firstly.

On reflection, my view shows certain truth: if one does
not love his parents, how can he have passion in his country
and home? If one does not love his children, how can he show
his enthusiasm in the work? Similarly, if an architect does not

cherish his works from the heart, how can his works go into



the vision of the public and be well accepted by various circles
of the society?

The Teaching and Research Complex of the Central
University of Finance and Economics (CUFE) is not a large
building itself, but it is a significant one on the campus of
CUFE. Deeply touched by the creation of the scheme for
the Teaching and Research Complex of CUFE, the architect
team headed by Huang Shuming and Ye Xin has revised
and improved the scheme constantly, kept frequent
communications with the user and contractor, and closely
concerned with its latest development from the very beginning
to the end. This building, when it was completed, became a
highlight in the career of the architects, who were so excited,
and I also shared their excitement.

On this occasion, I am sincerely grateful to the leaders
of the Central University of Finance and Economics and their
colleagues in the University Infrastructure Department for
their support and confidence in the architects. I also wish that
young architects of Radio, Film and Television Design and
Research Institute will present more outstanding design works

to the public in the future.
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