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Folds of scarlet drapery shut in
my view to the right hand; to the left
were the clear panes of glass,
protecting, but not separating me
from the drear November day. At
intervals, while tuming over the
leaves in my book, I studied the
aspect of that winter afternoon.
Afar, it offered a pale blank of mist
and cloud; near, a scene of wet lawn
and storm-beat shrub, with ceaseless
rain sweeping away wildly before a
long and lamentable blast.

John Reed was a schoolboy of
fourteen years old; four years older
than I, for I was but ten; large and
stout for his age, with a dingy and

unwholesome skin; thick lineaments
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in a spacious visage, heavy limbs
and large extremities. He gorged
himéelf habitually at table, which
made him hilious, and gave him a
dim and bleared eye with flabby
cheeks. He ought now to have been
at school ;but his mamma had taken
him home for a month or two, ‘on
account of his delicate health’ . Mr
Miles, the master, affirmed that he
would do very well if he had fewer
cakes and sweetmeats sent him from
home , but the mother’s heart tumed
from an. opinion so harsh, and
inclined rather to the more refined
idea that John’ s sallowness was
owing lo over-application, and,
perhaps, to pining after home.

John had not much affection for
his mother and sisters, and an
antipathy to me .' He  bullied and
punished me; not two or three times

in the week, nor once or twice in a
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day, but continually: every nerve I
had feared him, and every morsel of
fleshon my bones shrank when he
came near. There were moments
- when I was bewildered by the terror
he inspired, because I had no appeal
whatever against either his menaces
" or his inflictions; the servants did
not like to offend their young master
‘by taking my part against him, and
Mrs Reed was blind and deaf on the
subject; she never saw him strike or
heard him abuse me, though he did
both now and then in her very
presence; more frequently, however,
behind her back.

‘You have no business to take
our books; you are a dependant,
mamma says; you have no money;
your father left you none;- you ought
to beg, and not, to live here with

gentlemen’ s children like us, and
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eat the same meals we do, and wear
clothes at our mamma’ s expense.
Now,I'1l teach you to rummage my
book-shelves: for they are mine; all
the house belongs to mé, or will do
in a few years. Go and stand by the
door, out of the way of the mirror
and the, windows .’

I did so, not at first aware what
was his intention; but when I saw
him lift and poise the book. and
stand in act to hurl it, I instinctively
started aside with a cry of alarm: not
soon enough, however; the volume
was flung, it hit me, and I fell,
striking my head against the door
and‘ cutting it. The cut bled, the pain
was sharp: my terror had passed its
climax; other feelings suéceeded .

‘ Wicked and cruel boy!’ 1
said. ‘ You are like a murderer you
are like a sléve-dn'ver—you are like

the Roman empemfs! !
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- He ran headlong at me: I felt
him grasp my hair and my shoulder:
he had closed with a desperate
thing. I really saw in him a tyrant:a
murderer. 1 felt a drop or two of
blood from my head trickle down my
neck, and was sensible of somewhat
pungent suffering: these sensations
for the time predominated over fear,
and I received him in frantic sort. I
don’ t very well know what I did
with my hands, but he called me
‘Rat! rat! and bellowed out aloud.
Aid was near him: FEliza and
Georgiana had run for Mrs Reed,
who was gone upstairs; she now
came upon the scene, followed by
Bessie and her maid Abbot. We
were parted: I heard the words-

‘Dear! Dear! What a fury to
fly at Master John!’
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Then Mrs Reed subjoined: RIGBEKKETER: “iE
‘ Take her away to the red-room,and | M BILIRE B X%, KER,"W R
lock her in there, ’ Four hands were | F37 ZIIUER , WL L,
immediately laid upon me, and I was

bome upstairs.

------
......



The red-room was a spare
chamber, very seldom slept in. I
might say never.

Mr Reed had been dead nine
years: it was in this chamber he
breathed his last; here he lay in
state; hence his coffin was bome by
the undertaker’ s men; and, since

that day, a of dreary
consecration had guarded it from

sense

frequent intrusion.
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The good apothecary appeared
a litle puzded. T was standing
before him; he fixed his eyes on me
very steadily; his eyes were small
and gray,not very bright. but I dare
say I should think them shrewd
now: he had a hard-featured yet
good-natured looking face. Having
considered me at 1eis;1re, he said,
‘What made you ill yesterday?’

‘She had a fall, ’ said Bessie,
again putting in her word.

‘Fall! why, that is like a baby
again! can’t she manage to walk at
her age? She must be eight or nine
years old.’

‘1 was knocked down,’ was
the blunt explanation, jerked out of

me by another pang of mortified
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pride; ‘but that did not make me
ill,” 1 added; while Mr Lloydd
" helped himself to a pinch of snuff.

“The fall did not make you ill;
what did, then?’ pursued Mr Lloyd,
when Bessie was gone.

‘I was shut up in a room where
there is a ghost, till after dark.’

1 saw Mr Lloyd smile and
frown at the same time: ° Ghost!
What, you are a baby after all! You
are afraid of ghosts?’

‘Of Mr Reed’ s ghost I am;he
died in that room, and was laid out
there. Neither Bessie nor any one
else will go into it at night, if they
can help it;and it was cruel to shut
me up alone without a candle-so
cruel that I think I shall never forget
it.

‘ Nonsense! And is it that
makes you so miserable? Are you
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afraid now in daylight?’

‘No, but night will come again
before long; and besides, I am
unhappy-very unhappy, for other
things . ’

‘ What other things? Can you
tell me some of them?’

‘ For one thing, I have no

father or mother, brothers or
sisters. ’

*You have a kind aunt and
cousins. ’

Again I paused; then
bunglingly enounced,

‘But John Reed knocked me
down, and my aunt shut me up in
the red-room. ’ .

Mr‘ Lloyd - a second time
produced his snuff-box.

‘ Would you like to go to

school?’
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‘I should indeed like to go to “ROBETE L%," R
school, * was the audible conclusion | FULE Z R A UL FIAEE:,
of my musings.




