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The Moral Principle

and the Material Interest

A MORAL Principle met a Material Interest on a bridge wide
enough for but one.

“Down, you base thing!” thundered the Moral Principle,
“and let me pass over you!”

The Material Interest merely locked in the other’s eyes with-
out saying anything.

“Ah,” said the Moral Principle, hesitatingly, “let us draw
lots to see which shall retire till the other has crossed.”

The Material Interest maintained an unbroken silence and an
unwavering stare.

“In order to avoid a conflict,” the Moral Principle resumed,
somewhat uneasily, “I shall myself lie down and let you walk over

me.”
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