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GENERAL PREFACE

With the accelerating integration of the world culture, the young
readers are in great need of a concise and authoritative edition of world
children’s literature. For this reason, we reedit and reprint the series The
Great Picture Treasury of World Literary Masterpieces for Children to
meet their needs.

The series consists of five hundred and ninety-two famous children’s
literary works of the world, taking the history of development of children’s
literature as its thread. It is divided into five sets: The Picture Treasury
of World Fairy Tales, The Picture Treasury of World Fables, The Picture
Treasury of World Myths, The Picture Treasury of World Folktales and
The Picture Treasury of World Science Fiction Stories, fifty-two volumes,
fourteen thousand and three hundred ninety pictures in total.

The series is one of the major national publishing projects. Since its
publication, it has been well received by the reading public and has been
awarded eighteen prizes including eleven national prizes.

Now it is reprinted with a new binding to meet the needs of readers.
The series adopts the large thirty-two-mo format throughout. The binding

is exquisite and original, the pictures lively and vivid, the language
succinct and clear. It is written both in Chinese and English so that

readers can learn English while they appreciate the works. We hope
the collection will be an elegant work of art and high-quality gift for your
relatives and friends.
The Editors
November, 2011
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PREFACE

Dear friends,

Today, we present to you with pleasure a precious gift, 7he Picture
Treasury of World Myths. The book is the third in the series The Great
Picture Treasury of World Literary Masterpieces for Children. We hope that
you like it.

A myth is an ancient story circulating among the people and presenting
supernatural episodes. It submits to a process of oral tradition among people
and reflects the ideals, senses and feelings of humans. Myths can let people
have a better understanding of man, nature and society.

The book selects seventy-six world famous myths, including eighteen
Chinese myths, and consists of more than three thousand pictures. The
selected works include famous Greek myths as well as influential early
works such as Babylonian myths, Egyptian myths, Hebrew myths, Indian
myths and so on. Besides, North European myths, American myths,
Australian myths, etc., are also included.

The editor in chief of the book is Mr. Yan Wenjing, the famous Chinese
writer of children’s literature. And the art advisor is Mr. Jiang Weipu, former
president of the Chinese Institute of Picture-story Books.

The book is written both in Chinese and in English. We have specially
invited the American professors Samuel Nicholson and Ella Nicholson to
be the general editors of the translations. They have worked very seriously
and diligently, and ensured the accuracy and standardization of the
English translations in the book.

The Editors
November, 2011
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(1) RABALLRT, RAMAGIAEX T, T8 8 L ZIRIEM TR — A,
RN RIGE

Long long ago, the world was not separated into heaven and earth like what
it is today. It was in chaos like a large egg.

() ERXDRIGER, ZHEENTEA. MEREIFrEEE 7 — /T4,
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The large egg had within it a giant who had been sleeping for eighteen
thousand years there. He was Pan Gu, the ancestors of mankind.
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One day he woke up. But when he opened his eyes, he could not see any-
thing. Darkness was all around and he quickly became bored.

(4) fbfEsk T XUTF, e EBGRA . BRI, UF | AR KA B4R T —
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Spreading his hands, he began to feel around. He felt and felt until he
grasped a huge and broad axe with which he could separate heaven and earth.
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Lifting up the axe with all his strength, he swung it towards the darkness
in front of him.
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With an earth-shattering roar, the large and muddy egg was broken by him.
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As he gazed around, Pan Gu found that something light and clear flew up

and became the heaven;and something heavy and muddy fell down and became
the earth.

(8)MF ! RMuh Al A M ks . NIk —LEY, AFEE, EFH
B, THT X4 Ok
Oh! He saw that there was something which still connected the heaven and

the earth. He found a large chisel. Holding the axe in the right hand,and the
chisel in the left hand, he started chiseling away.
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(9) RAMA TR T, Sl RMEESY, LUK, i,
STE R SO

The heaven and the earth were separated completely at last. Being afraid
that they might joint together again, Pan Gu stood between them with his head
supporting the heaven and his feet planting on the earth.
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The heaven rose by one zhang per day and the earth sank by one zhang per
day. Pan Gu also grew taller day by day.
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Other eighteen thousand years passed. The heaven became much higher
and the earth became much thicker. Pan Gu grew to be an enormous giant who
was forever to be the support between the heaven and the earth.
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He stood there alone for an incredibly long time, and in the end, he fell

down and died.
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Before he died, world-shaking changes took place in his body. The gas
coming from his mouth became the winds and clouds.

(14) b= F R T REKENEE, MHZERERT KH, ARERT
H%o

His voice became the deafening thunderbolts. His left eye became the sun,
and his right eye became the moon.
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His hands and feet pointed to the four directions and his body formed the
famous mountains in every part of the world.
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His blood became the ever-flowing rivers.



