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INTRODUCTION

People all over the world are studying English. They
want to know and use the language to make progress in their
education or work. Many of them also are interested in life
in the United States. They want to learn about American
culture, history, business and government. They want to
hear about American music, schools, sports and politics.

That is why “The Voice of America” broadcast in “Spe-
cial English”. These radio programs use a simpler, slower
version of ordinary English. These programs make it possi-
ble for our listeners to get information about America in a
manner they can understand and enjoy.

For those who love a good tale, well told, we present
“AMERICAN STORIES. ” These are adaptaticns of short
stories written by many different American authors.

We think of Special English as a doorway into the Eng-
lish language for people all around the world. We hope you
enter this doorway and enjoy the American stories presented
here.

The Special English Staff
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Lesson One
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The Sharks Were Hungry
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Doctor John Perry decided it was time to go home. It
- R T o 8 .——"
had been a perfect day: a day alone, the first such day in
many years. : N
He had filled his bag with all sorts of sea shells, enough
AN ; L S
to study for months. The island had been a good place to
find shells. But now the sun was going down. He must leave
- S
before it got dark.

He picked up his bag of Sheﬂsf alked toward the
edge of the island. He came to the sand !é:‘rhat led from the
island to shore. He stopped for a moment to enjoy the sunset
on the ocean water, then began to walk down the sand reef
toward the shore. He walked slowly . stopping a few times to
rest. He began to whistle. Alone with nature all day——it
had cheered him. He could see the shore.

The gray colors of evening were beginning to spread
across the ocean and the sand. He hur_l;ied on. Then, sud-

denly, he stepped into the water. Before he knew what had
R LN
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happened, he dropped down and down+*+the water was cov-
ering his head. He rose to the top of the water, blowing and
struggling to get back on to the dry sand. He felt the water
rushing about him. Jomehow he got on to the sand and sat
down wet and surprised at his sudden fall. He heard the wa-
ter still rushing about and then he saw a long gray shark.

He stood up, looked around. He saw the shark swim to-
ward the shore and then he saw other sharks. Five, six, sev-
en of them. But where was the reef? What had happened to
?

He began to walk back toward the island. While he had
searched for shells on the island, the strong ocean waves had
washed the large part of the sand reef away. There was
nothing between him and the shore but water---and sharks.

He did not know much about sharks -:-but he was a
good swimmer. He looked at the shore which was now al-
most black against the red sky. He could swim---but what
about the sharks?Do they attack in the night?He tried to re-
member what he had ;ead about sharks. Didn’t sharks find
their food by smelling it 7If they did ,it meant they looked for
food at all times+++even during the night. He decided not to
swim to shore. It was too dark and he wanted to see the ene-
my if he was to fight it.

He looked around for his bag of shells, and found it a
few meters away. He pulled the bag on to some dry sand,
then sat down next to it.

The wind was warm. The stars began to show. The
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moon rose. The water looked peaceful and quiet and yellow
in the moon light. The gentle noises of night soon made him
sleep---but not for long. Most of the night he lay down and
looked up at the stars, thinking. He thought of the people in
the village:--his friends. They needed him. He was their doc-
tor »*+the only doctor in the village. And it felt good to be
needed. He thought of wood for a fire**wood to signal for
help. But there was no wood. He thought of the sharks.
Would they go away during the night?

Then he thought of food. He was hungry, but hunger
was his smallest problem. The ocean was filled with fish, if
he could catch one. Fish would satisfy both his hunger and
thirst. But hunger and thirst could wait. At last he thought
of sleep-+it came at last--rand he slept until the sun rose.

He felt stiff when he got up. He moved about, then
looked at the water before him. It was clear and green. Far

: (I:uff, he could hear the noise of sp} ing water made by ’the
“sharks. He saw red areas on the iater and he knew the
sharks were killing and eating the fish. The sharks were
there because the fish were there. The same m‘[hat had
washed the sand reef away had somehow pushed large
schools of fish into the area. M

He watched the sharks kill. They swam after the
schools of fish, played with them and killed them even
though they were not hungry. They would not let the fish
swim out into the open sea.

He looked at the sea. If he swam to shore he would be

« Je



in the water five, six minutes much could happen in that
time.

A wind blew across the water. Small waves rushed
across the top and stopped him from seeing the bottom. He
hoped the wind would stop. Semehow clear water seemed

i it
less dangerous.

He looked at the sharks now near the shore. They were
still feeding. It s il to think of himself being attacked
by a shark., A man when he is healthy feels good: but pain
eea ;é‘;/r:u%?lly, a missing leg, a badly crushed head by those
powerful téeéth-++no-=*no. He wanted to live. To swim now
might mean sudden death. But the sharks might stay here
for days-+-a week or more?

He decided to swim. But first he looked all around.

There was not a sign of a boat anywhere **=no fisherman,

nothing. He looked up-+not a sign of a storm, just a clear,
Gl

blue sky. {;\
He took off all his clothes and kept only his bé(t and hmﬁ
¢

small knife, The sharks were far off. He silently s]lpped into
the water. He went deep down and looked around. He was . \’v
about to rise to the top when he saw a long gray body below
him. Small dots of sunlight danced on its body down through
the clear water. He kicked himself up to the top and strug-
gled on to the sand.

If he had not Iooked dqwn" he would now be halfway
across with the shark ch sing after him. He didn’t think of

the rest. \5 g.,
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He stood up and looked around again. How could he
make the sharks move out to sea+=+? If they swam out to sea
he could jump in and get to shore before they saw him.

He saw the sharks rolling and playing. Their hunger
was now gone and they were killing for fun. How could he
make them move?

He pulled his knife from his belt. Sharks can smell
blood, he thought. He put the knife against his leg and cut
deep into the flesh. The blood ran out and he caught it on his
white shirt. When the shirt was red and wet he iied-some
cloth around his leg to stop the flow of blood. He tied a long
piece of cloth to the shirt, then walked to the edge of the
sand. He threw the shirt into the water and pulled it with
the piece of cloth.

The sharks smelled the blood and came racing toward
the shirt. He ran down the sand reef pulling the shirt and the
sharks raged after it. He was leading them away from the
shore. Su;c_i er.;ly he dropped the cloth, turned toward shore
and ran as fast as he could. He jumped into the water and
swam.

He was halfway across when he turned to look back. A
high bony fin was cutting through the water toward him. He
put his face4n the water and kicked and splashed himself
forward as fast as he could. The shore was near now, but he
thought of his belly under the water. How defenseless it was
and he thought of the flat nose of the shark hitting from be-
low. ) —}‘4
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He lifted his head again to breathe and he saw the shorc
very near. From behind he felt the water rush toward him.,
almost pushing him, helping him. He kicked and shouted as
loud as he could and then a great gray body hit him and
alomst rolled him over in the water. He touched the shore
with his fingers and he pulled himself up the stones. The
shark . excited by the smell of blood and the chase, went af-
ter him. Its great body crashed against the stones: it rolled
and turned as it dropped back into the waters+*and then, the
other sharks jumped on it. The end came quickly, arJd the wa-
ter was covercd with the shark’s blood. The m_]ufcd shark
was eaten alive as it tried to escape. qk}lz %

Dactor Perry slowly got to his feet.

“So, "he said, “you did not get me, ”and he looked down
at the sharks still eating even though they were full of food.

He climbed up the stones and walked toward the village.
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st sdff Cstifda. fEEAY. (SR ) "y P
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48. throw (Brou) (threw, thrown) vt . #f, i+ i )/! ~
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Lo LUA(!' Notes * ¥

1. it was time to go home J&i% [a] Z I RF{% | . X4~ 4A] F
M4k . It is (was) time to do something. Fii “iZfft
2 4HER R T 7 )

It’s time to have lunch. ZPZFIRAGETIR [ .

2. the sun was going dowm. XPHREZILT .
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