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Preface

Professor Liu Guoshu was born in Octobe, 1919 in Fuling County, Sichuan Pro-
vince. The first drop of water he had was from the limpid and charming Jialing River in
his hometown, which seemed to have decided the destiny of his life: devoting himself to
the glory of the Jialing River.

His father Liu Longxiang, a versatile and well-cultivated scholar, was adept in vari-
ous departments such as painting, music, calligraphy, literature and history. Books, mus-
ical instruments and painting materials of all kinds were always available at home. Such a
literary family with a tranquil and poetic atmosphere naturally elicited and developed Liu
Guoshu’s artistic faculties at an early age.

Later on, Liu’s family fortunes declined due to the great turbulence of the country
and the profound sufferings caused by Japanese aggression. However, Liu Guoshu was
not made depressed at all by these unfortunate events. His love for art was an almost
compulsive preoccupation in those years. These personal experiences are reflected serious-
ly in Liu’s early works together with the commentaries written by himself.

In 1936, the 17-year-old Liu, while reading the distinguished French artist Millet’s
biography, was deeply affected especially by Millet’s devotion to art for French peasants
and his indomitable and tireless spirit even in face of abject poverty. Millet, as a matter of
fact, exerted an everlasting influence on Liu’s pursuit in art in his whole life and his re-
markable works like THE ANGELUS, THE GLEANERS Were the spur to encourage
the young Lin Guoshu to follow Millet and to lead a life consecrated solely to art.

The years from 1938 to 1940 were an important period in his life, for Liu was study-
ing diligently at the private Wuchang Art where he studied under the famous Chinese ar-
tist Tang Yihe and then created monumental works like The BLIND LADY. THE
VAGRANT and so on. His teacher Tang Yihe who studied painting in France belongs
to the first generation of oil painters in China. The method of Realism and special means
of artistic expression of the Tang Brothers-—-Tang Yijing and Tang Yihe--had a great in-
fluence on artists from Bebai to Sichuan and even on those in the whole southwest part
of China. The approach of Realism togetehr with his superb tcchnique in painting
brought his favourite student Liu close to his own ideal pursuit. The BLIND LADY and
THE VAGRANT can serve as an illustration of Professor Liu’s individual style so as-
tonishingly close to the method of Millet--one of the artists he adores most--especially in
terms of the artistic technigue guided by Realism. Simultaneously, we can perceive
through the vivid images in Liu’s works the principles instructed and emphasized by Pro-
fessor Tang Yihe of painting with decisive exactness to nature in order to produce a stri-
king artistic effect.

THE BLIND LADY and THE VAGRANT by Mr. Liu, possessing almost the
same appealing charm as Millet’s masterpieces, were also the proof of the fact that the fa-
culties for painting should be somehow endowed by nature and apriorism does work in
the field of art.

In his later years of teaching and painting, Prof. Liu not only insisted on the method
of Realism but spared no efforts to improve oil painting techniques as well. This finally
evolved into a conspicuous personal style, displaying in his works the special local charm



of Chinese oil paintings. Pulsation gentle mobility and casual brushwork constitute Liu’s
method of expressing himself with vibrant tones. It was out of the national tastes that he
came to obtain the right approach suitable to his own creation of art, which to an oil pai-
nter is a significant development to achieve more.

Over the past decades, the Three Lius-Liu Yisi, Li Guoshu and Liu Yiceng have do-
minated Sichuan oil painting. Prof. Liu Guoshu stands above others in terms of constant
pursuit of perfection and his more influential works, and moreover in the rise of the Si-
chuan School. To his great happiness, most of the important artists in Sichuan School
such as Luo zhongli. Chen Conglin and He Duolin are Prof. Liu’s students. The style and
realistic expression in their works display befort us the paths in art from Millet to Tang
Yihe, to Lin Guoshu and then to these young artists.

Howover, as an accomplished artist who has affected several generations and won
great honor in art for his hometown, Prof. Lin has never become intoxicated with the su-
ccess already won.

He detests merely seeking fame and wealth. Everyday Prof Liu and his wife Ms. Fu
Ruoyun. Liu’s classmate in the Wuchang Art college paint and play the piano together to
enjoy themselves. Their common interests and true love weathered many a storm bri-
ghtens the lives of the couple. Thanks to their hospitality, students, collegues and friends
often gather together at Prof. Liu’s home to discuss the never changing topic: art.

what is worth mentioning is that Prof. Liu is also an expert on Chinese traditional
painting and calligraphy-which has always been regarded by Liu as a basic quality a Chi-
nese artist should possess. Today when we appreciate Liu’s works, we automatically as-
sociate the brilliant artistic effect in his paintings with his outstanding personality and
optimistic outlook on life.

Jialing River, Sichuan a place glorious with the birth of many talents-nourished Liu
Guoshu on her precious sweet water: whereas Prof. Liu has in return made great contri-
butions to his beautiful homeland through his achievements in art and the building of the
Sichuan School.

(Translated by Yan Jing-Lan)
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