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Introduction

Welcome to writing practice. This book is a companion to Encounters Student Book 2, and
it will help you learn the Chinese characters required for writing. Note that many other char-
acters are presented in the Reading sections of Encounters, but these are not practiced here.
We practice here only those required for writing recall. Keep in mind that writing and read-
ing go hand in hand, so practice in one leads to increased proficiency in the other. What's
more, writing is just plain fun. So give some time to developing a decent handwriting. You'll
be proud of yourself and of your Chinese.

Stroke Order: Basic Guidelines

There is usually a conventional sequence in which the strokes of Chinese characters are
written, although there does exist some variation among Chinese writers. Diligent practice
will soon fix the major principles in your mind. Here are some basic guidelines.

1. Left before right, as in /\ (ba,‘eight’).
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. Top to bottom, as in = (ér, ‘two’).
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3. Horizontal line before vertical one, as in 1+ (shi, ‘ten’).

4. Left-slanting line before an intersecting right-slanting line, as in X (yi, ‘significance’).

5. Central part before symmetrical sides, as in «» (xi&o, ‘small’).
AU
6. Outside before inside, as in A (yue, ‘moon’).
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7. If the ‘enclosure’ is complete on all four sides, the last stroke is the bottom one, as in
g (si, ‘four’).

8. If the character is framed from above, the frame is written first, as in F] (tdng, ‘same’).

9. If the character is framed from the bottom, the frame is written last, as in 21 (xidong,
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‘ferocious’).
el

These rules will not cover every situation, but they apply to the overwhelming majority of

cases. Refer to them often and practice them frequently. Most or all of them will become
automatic as you learn to write more and more characters.

A Guide to the Information on Each Character

* Boxes: Pronunciation of the character in pinyin, meaning of the character in English,
common word or phrase using the character, ancient and later forms of the character,
modern traditional form, and simplified form (if any).

Modern Modern
xué Ancient Form Later Form Traditional Simplified
Form Form

study; learn; imitate
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22,
%

Xuéxido

FR

FAR

e Information about the character, including radical, phonetic, memory aid, etc.
The ancient and later forms of %/% both have two hands with sticks used for
learning counting, and a house. The later form has a ¥ (‘child’) added at the

bottom since children spend a lot of time learning.

» Usage of the character in words, phrases, and sentences.
¥ /% often appears in compound words relating to ‘study,” “school,” or ‘academics.’
For example:
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% 19 / % M study + ask = ‘knowledge’ ¥ %/ %5 study + year = ‘school year’
¥4/ 94 study + term = ‘semester’ X%/ K% big + study = ‘university’
X R &% ABE, BEREEABSE
EANFIIRZFAH XIR? BEEHNRZEFBER?
RABFITLEL, RBLIT LK,
FERFETEAZHNT XL, FERETZMAMEHRNG T XL
e Stroke-by-stroke guide to writing the character; squares for you to practice writing the
character.
\ \ 3 v » »
KA.
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Unit 11

The sentences below are inspired by the contents of Unit 11 and contain all the new charac-
ters required for writing as well as others. Read and reread until fluent, covering the English
as you read. Then look at the English and try to reproduce the Chinese equivalents orally. Do
this exercise before beginning to practice writing.

KA 5o & 4 B EXAE
B Ao 18 R B E3E 18 MM

| don’t know how to answer this question.

IR RARA &,
BTN ',

It's interesting to get to know new friends.

FEANFRLELH “REAM”
FEANELEEH “REEM

Chinese people say ‘May you be happy
and prosperous’ when they meet each
other on New Year.

fode RAIFI A, RANBFEFR,
tofe RRIFAA, RFRFKTR,

He and | are good friends; we get along
very well.

WARE S IG, “TRA, ERMAEFT, ”
WARE IS, “HRAE, REMALET, "

She said politely, ‘I'm sorry to have kept
you waiting for so long.’

IR FI A E £ ZAR L F A RTDE,
LHEMATEZR EREERTE,

The teacher wrote the questions on the
blackboard and had students answer
them.

ARERFERE, RERBNMA—2E X
I,

RARFATE, RERBENA—A2d X
Ho 5o

I don't like to stay home; I like to go out
with friends.

KIETARS A, RO ARE A —
A= AREET,

RMTHRS MM, ROWPARERL—
B— A LT,

| asked lots of questions, and my new
friend answered each one of them
politely.




Just How Were Chinese Characters ‘Simplified’?

Well, first of all, let's remind ourselves that ‘simplified” simply means that there are fewer
strokes required for writing certain characters. ‘Simplified” does not mean ‘easier to learn.’
In fact, in the view of some learners of Chinese, the simplified variety is harder to learn than
the traditional® forms, because the simplified forms appear to have reduced the ‘picture’
quality of Chinese characters.

That aside for the moment, we think a better understanding of the strategies employed by
the reformers of the traditional script can be of benefit to the learning process. If you have
already used Encounters Book 1, you have had the option of choosing which script, simpli-
fied or traditional, to learn to write. You may also have elected the option to practice reading
both scripts. If you intend to go further in your study of Chinese, you will likely need to be
functional in both scripts. Whichever strategy you choose, we think a clearer understand-
ing of how one got to be the other will help. Here are a few guidelines to the process of
simplification.

1. Hundreds of characters were simplified by simplifying the radical, thereby reducing
stroke count. Examples:

A | turnedinto | X
& | turnedinto | &
P71 | turned into I

=

2| turned into
42 | turnedinto | %

2. Hundreds more traditional characters were simplified by changing the phonetic compo-

nent, so,
B (I, “history’) became | % (actually providing an easier phonetic mnemonic
[ 11])
i (yudn, ‘far’) became [iZ (again providing a better phonetic)

B (gud, ‘country’) | became (altering the phonetic & hud to & yu, but thereby
providing less phonetic help. Hud could, with some
imagination lead us to gué. Where does yu take us?)

*Traditional Chinese characters are used in Taiwan, Hong Kong, Macao, and many overseas Chinese
communities, whereas simplified Chinese characters are used in the Chinese mainland and Singapore.
In all of these locations, however, both forms of characters often appear in particular contexts: in Taiwan
on publications intended to ease travel for mainland visitors, and in the Chinese mainland as part of or-
namental or decorative writing, or for educational purpose.
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3. Others were simplified by retaining only part of the traditional character, so,

& (dian, ‘electricity’) | became | & (but in the process we lost the top component, the
character @ [yU, ‘rain’], so vital in the production of
‘electricity’!)

B (kai, ‘open’) became | 7F (but again in the simplified form, we lost F3[mén,
‘door’], so important in any ‘opening.”)

4. Some characters adopted ‘simplified’ forms already common in Chinese handwriting, so,

% (che, ‘vehicle’) | became | #

P9 (mén, ‘door’) became | 7

5. Finally, some characters became entirely new characters, so,

£ (i, ‘how many’) | became | JU

And so on, and so on, until about one-third of the entire inventory of Chinese characters
handed down through the centuries were altered. But keep in mind that the overwhelming
majority of Chinese characters have not been changed. Most still have only one form; many
have two forms, but both forms are easily distinguished and relate clearly to each other; few
have been radically changed, and these are easily learned.

Our advice? As far as writing and reading are concerned, 5 &% /& i3 % xi& jian
du fén (‘Write simplified and read traditional.’) Learning both forms at the same time is not
equivalent to learning two entirely different scripts: It is learning slightly different forms of
the same script, because there is far more convergence than divergence between the two.
Moreover, learning to read both forms at the same time allows recognition of one form to
reinforce recognition of the other. Serious students of Chinese cannot expect never to have
to read either simplified or traditional characters; there will come a time in their careers
when they wish they could read the ‘other’ format. And, when that time comes, it should
not come as a shock; it should not come with a feeling that ‘Oh no, | have to start all over
again!’ The transition should come smoothly and comfortably; students should be prepared
for it and not surprised by it.

Our approach in Encounters reflects the reality of the Chinese reading world. Through-
out the Encounters materials, we regard preparing students for the language reality they will
face as our foremost guiding principle.

Unit11 3



21/ 1¥] (wen)

s Ancient Modern Modern
it Form Later Form | 1 ditional Form Simplified Form
A\
ask; inquire Fp‘j ,6]
<
wenhdo P 45 9] %F

¥]/#] is a picto-phonetic character. I1/F] (mén, ‘door’ [a pictographic character]) is the
phonetic component although it sounds quite different from wen. 2 is the radical meaning
‘mouth,” indicating that the meaning of the whole character 1/F] is related to ‘mouth.” To
help you remember, you can associate I1/f] and @ with the meaning of FI/F] as ‘knocking
on one’s door to inquire.” Distinguish: B, Fl/F, A, A, &, M. F/F appears in compound
words relating to ‘ask,” ‘inquire,” or ‘interrogate.” For example:

IF] A8/ B & ask + subject = ‘question’ FF1%F / B 4F ask + good/well = ‘say hello to’

# 19 / 35 M please + ask = ‘Excuse me;

b I‘a 1 =1 i
¥ 15/ % M study + ask = ‘knowledge May | ask...?’

WM, REMIR—EMER?
R &9 P RE R 45 1R AT

#H, RPABREF?

WM, BEFR4EEE?

I, AR R — A AT
G TR T

HE, AR #4550
HE, TR L&D

liglti2hia
1=]

e
+

FEE
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un 24
7¥ / 7E

/7 (1)

Modern Modern
Traditional Form Simplified Form

subject; title of a e 2] 12
composition or w FEE 7’@
speech; inscription

wenti o] & =] AR

ti Later Form

/A, the right part of #/#4, is the radical. In the later form of #2/#&, this radical looks like a
person with a big head. In modern forms, this part is written as W/ &. (/A by itself means
‘page,” a measure word for paper.) When it is a component of other characters, it usually
indicates that the whole character is related to ‘head.” For example:

T (ding, ‘up’ [also a phonetic component
herel) + /& (‘head’) = T/T& (‘top,
summit’)

K (‘fire’) + /A (‘head’) = J/# (‘upset,
troubled’)

&, the left part of #/#, is the phonetic component. When & stands alone, it is pronounced
shi, meaning ‘be.” However, when & appears in other characters as a phonetic component,
the characters are usually pronounced ti. For example: /%8, #&, %&/4%, B, $%/8. Look up
these characters in a dictionary to find out their meanings.

A4/# originally meant ‘forehead.” Later it was extended to mean ‘front.” Since a title of a
composition or speech is always mentioned up front, the modern meaning of #/# is ‘title
of a composition or speech; subject.” Refer to the following compound words:

AL B /# B subject + eye/item = ‘exam

=] A/ M A ask + subject = ‘question’ N
item

# /% A test + subject = ‘exam question’ | 758 /3 talk + subject = ‘topic’

e, RAEEIR—ANFEES? #FHM, RAEMAR—EMAEE?
EANERIEA &G, FEFHERA EE,
XEEBRAHET, BEEFMAET,
RAVA A+ & F 8, AT AE K, RV H B MR, AR T A &,
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) Modern Modern
tan Later Form Traditional Form Simplified Form

talk; chat g)*{ ‘:‘ S 'I’ji.
tdntian HR s

%K/ is a picto-phonetic character. The left part, /% (a mouth at the bottom and some
horizontal lines indicating sound waves in its modern traditional form), is the radical indi-
cating #/3X is related to ‘speech.” The right part, X (ydn), is the phonetic component. Since
X is made up of two ‘fire’ characters, think of #/3% as ‘talking up a hot conversation.” /3

appears in compound words relating to ‘talk” and ‘chat.” For example:

KX/ X talk + sky/weather = ‘casual
chat’

#0 /38 talk + heart = ‘heart-to-heart
talk’

&%/ @3 face + talk = ‘interview; speak
to somebody face to face’

2% /83 meet + talk = ‘talks;
conversation; negotiation’

A= EIFR? AR R?

TR AT INIR 69 I ZARK T 2e4h &7

RIER KRR A RA — R F A, REEAN
i 18] Ao A7 4T 353K

LTS S AF AR

FARFRR? RERR?

1R A BT 283K 4 FA AR T 24 A7
FAEH SR A e A — B, R
B T Ao koA 4 3 3K,

AR Z FI RN,
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Modern Modern
qi Ancient Form Later Form Traditional Simplified
Form Form
air; breath; airs; ‘§ (;"L a
tiang) - RR X 7,

A/#. means ‘air.” The ancient form is three lines, representing airflow. In the later form,
the three lines are curved to be differentiated from the character = (‘three’). The ancient
Chinese associated breath with air. But to have breath, one has to be fed with rice. So a
new character # was created, with the phonetic and radical component 4 at the top and
another radical, & (‘rice’), at the bottom. The modern traditional form #. retains the radical
K, but the simplified form % reverts back to its ancient form.

In ancient Chinese philosophy, ‘air’ was an essential element of the earth, and it was also
essential for one’s spirit. Therefore, %/#. often appears in compound words relating to ‘air,’
‘manner,” or ‘spirit.” For example:

R &/ E R clever + spirit = ‘sharp and

F A/ B A guest + manner = ‘polite’ -
perceptive

AR/ F small/little + manner = ‘petty; % %/ XA sky + air = ‘weather
% = ‘weather

stingy’
HADART, EflFFERR, HRDNRT, R FFHERR,
EMELBR—FRAT, UAERERLE A8 RA—RAT, UBERERBEE
ELATO fLTo
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AR LK RA, FHLEREBHREFES,
RERT,
RERASF AL, EAEEELEH,

RARBERER, FHERLEAREEE,
R&ET,
TEREIF 4, RAZH XER,

ke Ancient Form Later Form Modern Form
m r—!_.
est
. ! 9 -
kérén A

% is a picto-phonetic character meaning ‘live away from home; be a guest.” In its ancient

form, the top part is like a house. The modern form uses "~ to mean ‘house’ or ‘building.’
It is the radical, indicating that % is related to ‘house.” The bottom part, & (ge), is the pho-
netic component. Remember that someone under your roof is your guest. & often appears
in compound words relating to ‘guest,” ‘passenger,” or ‘customer.” For example:

E A/ B R guest + manner = ‘polite’

% be/do + guest = ‘be a guest’

i %/ 3 % please/invite + guest = ‘treat;
entertain a guest’

% %/ # % travel + guest = ‘tourist’

BEAAIRE R EARE, XERIE R,

REXM T, H4eHEiFE?

SRBREBHE, BFARS, MARL
B89 AR A

R B 5T BB GAIRESF, SR #E
B AR R B A

AR BBORLEHRE, XERIER.

REXFT, HEBFEFE?

SRARFEEHE, BARS, HARKRX
691 Ao

RORNAH BB OARLTF, BAHA
A AFRAR R B o
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