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Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult, but with
blessing, because to this you were called so that you may
inherit a blessing.

@e-.
Ice Cream

Last week I took my children to a restaurant. My six-year-old son asked if
he could say grace. As we bowed our heads he said, “God is good. God is great.
Thank you for the food, and I would even thank you more if mom gets us ice
cream for dessert. And Liberty and Justice for all! Amen.”

Along with the laughter from the other customers nearby, I heard a woman
remark, “That’s what’s wrong with this country. Kids today don’t even know how
to pray. Asking God for ice cream! Why, I never!”

Hearing this, my son burst into tears and asked me, “Did I do it wrong? Is
God mad at me?” As I held him and assured him that he had done a terrific job
and God was certainly not mad at him, an elderly gentleman approached the table.
He winked at my son and said, “I happen to know that God thought that was a
great praver.” “Really?” my son asked. “Cross my heart.” Then in a theatrical
whisper he added (indicating the woman whose remark had started this whole

thing), “Too bad she never asks God for ice cream. A little ice cream is good for

the soul sometimes.”
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Naturally, I bought my kids ice cream at
the end of the meal. My son stared at his ice
cream for a moment and then did something
I will remember the rest of my life. He
picked up his sundae and, without saying a
word, walked over and placed it in front of
the woman that made the remark. With a big

- smile he told her, “Here, this is for you. Ice
cream is good for the soul sometimes, and

my soul is good already.”
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What a desolate place would be a world without a flower! It
would be a face without a smile, a feast without a welcome.

The Most
Beautiful Flower

The park bench was deserted as I sat down to read, 299l a BEH, BGHED
beneath the long, straggly branches of an old willow ., .. o TR, fE
tree. Disillusioned by life with good reason to frown, I ~ FHEOE

felt the world was intent on dragging me down. -~

And if that weren’t enough to ruin my day, a young
boy out of breath approached me, all tired from play. : ‘
He stood right before me with his head tilted down, sakew 0%, %
and said with great excitement, “Look what I found!” aveact i i Q:F&ﬂtﬁ by

In his hand was a flower, and what a pitiful sight, T
with its petals all worn — not enough rain, or too little
light. Wanting him to take his dead flower and go off to
play, I faked a small smile and then shifted away.

But instead of retreating he sat next to my sidé',
and placed the flower to his nose, and declared wi _

overacted surprise, “It sure smells pretty and 1

-
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beautiful, too. That’s why I picked it; here, it’s for you.”
The flower before me was dying or dead, not vibrant of  vibranta &8¢0
colors: orange, yellow or red. But I knew I must take it, or he .
tote v. #H, TiX
might never leave. So I reached for the flower, and replied, “Just
what Ineed.™ indulge v. i¥5t, AE, HE
But instead of his placing the flower in my hand, he held  pignin 55, m8
it mid-air without reason or plan. It was then that I noticed for

the very first time, that weed-toting boy could not see: he was

a blind child. AT
I heard my voice quiver; tears shone in the sun, as I

thanked him for picking the very best one, “You’re welcome,”

he smiled, and then ran off to play, unaware of the impact he’d Q

had on my day.
I sat there and wondered how he managed to see, a self- o )

pitying woman beneath an old willow tree. How did he know
of my self-indulged plight? Perhaps from his heart, he’d been
blessed with true sight.

Through the eyes of a blind child, at last I could see, the

problem was not with the world; the problem was me. And for
5 those times I myself had been blind. I vowed to see the




