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Unit 1
Reading Passage A
MADAME CURIE

Madame Curie (Marie Curie, 1867-1934) was a
great Polish woman scientist. She was youngest of the five
children of her parents. Her father was a teacher of physics
in a middle school; her mother, once a lady principal of a
private primary school. She died when Marie was only
eleven years old.

From her early childhood Marie loved to study and
was anxious to become a scientist. Her interest in science
was encouraged by her father. In 1883, the sixteen-year-
old Marie graduated from a middle school with an award
of a gold medal for her excellence in study. How eager she
was to go to college. But at that time, Poland was under
the dark rule of the old Russia, and women were not
allowed to enter its colleges. So Marie was forced to stop
her study. She had to begin raising money so as to attend
college in France. By day, Marie worked as a governess,
giving private lessons, and at night, when everybody else
was in bed, she began to study. She did the job a little now
and a little then for more than five years. By the summer
of 1891, she had saved enough money to continue her
study. So she left for Paris and entered the Sorbonne
Science College of Paris University.

In her college days, she lived a very simple life and
spent every possible minute in her studying. All she cared



about was science. Every evening, she would go to study
in the university library. When the library closed, she
would go back to her tiny room and keep on working
under the faint light of the oil lamp until early morning
hours. In 1893, on account of her hard work, she passed
her examination with the highest grade in her class, and
was awarded a master of physicist degree. The following
year she received the degree of master of mathematics.
After graduation she stayed in Paris University, devoting
herself to scientific research work.

In the summer of 1895, Marie married a French
physicist named Pierre Curie. He was a young man who
loved science as she did.

In 1896, Madame Curie began to make a research of
radioactive elements with her husband. In a little room
both of them worked day and night. After two years of
hard work, at last, on December 26, 1898, they declared
that they had discovered radium. This is another kind of
element which has still more radioactivity than uranium.
The discovery of radium opened the treasure-house of the
energy of atornic nucleus.

In 1903, because of their great achievements in
science, Madame Curie and her husband received the
Nobel Prize in physics. But unfortunately, in 1906, Pierre
was killed in a traffic accident in Paris. Marie was in
extremely deep sorrow. However, she still continued her
research work without interruption. In 1911, she received
the Nobel Prize in chemistry. She was the first scientist to
receive two Nobel awards in the world.

Marie Curie was not only a most successful
woman scientist but also a great patriot. Hers was a life of



hard struggle. Today, Madame Curie, one of the greatest
scientists ever known in history, remains a good example
for every one of us to follow in the struggle of marching
on science and technology.

1. Multiple Choice

1 Madame Curie was born into
A. a doctor's family
B. a teacher's family
C. a worker's family
D. a scientist's family
2 As a child Marie wanted very much
A. to become a teacher
B. to become a doctor
C. to become a scientist
D. to become a physicist
3. When Marie was young her motherland was ruled by

A. Germany B. Russia

C. France D. England
4. Pierre Curie was .
A. a Polish man
B. an Englishman
C. a Frenchman
D. a German
5. After Pierre died, Madame Curie her
scientific research work.
A. stopped
B. went on with



C. lost her interest in
D. had no more achievements in

II. True or False

1 Marie’s mother looked after her until she grew up. ()
2 Her mother had a good effect on her, which caused

her great interest in science. )
3 When Marie was young, her motherland, Poland,

was ruled by Russia. ()
4 In her college days Marie was always studying in

her small room or at the library after class. ()
5 Madame Curie received the Nobel Prize both in

physics and in chemistry. ()

Reading Passage B
MARIE IN PARIS
Off to Paris

In the autumn of 1891, Marya, now twenty-four
years of age, said good-bye to her father at the railway
station in Warsaw. She took her place in the box-like car
of the train, for she was paying as little money as possible
for her journey.
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She reached Paris, and a few weeks later became a
student in a famous French university. Marya Sklodovska
was now Marie Sklodovska, a student of the sciences.

The Paris Home

In Paris, Marie lived with her sister Bronya for a
while, but she did not remain very long in Bronya’s home.
It was too far from her sister's house to the university, and
(even more important) she could not give enough time to
study. She moved to a very small room at the top of a
building. It was furnished with a small bed, one chair, a
table, a basin, a stove on which to cook and an oil lamp for
light. This was her home.

Marie seemed not to feel cold or hungry. Some-
times, during the cold winter months, in order not to buy
coal, which cost money and sometimes because she did
not want to take the time from her studies, she did not
light the little stove. She continued her work without
noticing that her fingers were getting stiff and that her
shoulders were shaking. Hot soup would have comforted
her, but she did not know how to make it. Besides, soup
would have cost money, and, above all, soup would take
time to prepare. So for days and days she had nothing but
bread and butter and tea. When she wanted a feast she
would go into a shop and get two eggs or buy some sweets
or some fruit. Eating only this food, she became very thin
and weak. Often her head seemed to turn round and round,
and sometimes she had just time to reach the bed and fall
fainting upon it.



Hunger

Then one day she fainted in front of her friends, and
her sister's husband, who was a doctor, was told about it.
He hurried up the stairs to the little room, where Marie
was studying her lessons for the next day. He looked at her
and then looked around the almost empty room. The only
food in the room was a packet of tea.

"What have you eaten today?" he asked.

"I don't know. I ate some time ago. A little fruit,
and ... a lot of things."

In the end she told him that since the evening before
she had eaten nothing except a little fruit and some un-
cooked vegetables. She had worked until three o'clock in
the morning, and slept for four hours and then had gone to
her classes. When she returned from the university she had
finished eating the vegetables; then she had fainted.

She was carried off to Bronya's home. There she was
made to eat the food which her weak body so much
needed, and some of her strength returned. After several
days she went back to her own room, promising to take
better care of herself in the future. And the next day she
began to live ... on air.

Yet to her these hurried and busy years were not
only the happiest but also the most perfect in her life. She
was young, she was alone and she enjoyed her studies. She
was so interested in her work that she forgot about other
things. Working in her little room at night, she felt herself
in some mysterious way to be a companion of the great
scientists of the past. Like her they were separated from



the world, giving all their attention and all their strength to
the search for knowledge.

I. Multiple Choice

( ) 1 Bronya was Madame Curie's
A. teacher
B. sister
C. friend
D. aunt
( ) 2 After Marie had entered the college, she
moved to a place .
A. far away from it
B. near to it
C. far away from Paris
D. near to Bronya's home
( ) 3 When she was studying at university, Marie
lived
A. arich life
B. a comfortable life
C. a simple life
D. alonely life
( ) 4 Marie's sister's husband heard that Marie had
fainted and hurried to her room. He saw there
a girl studying her lessons. The girl was

A. Marie's girl friend

B. one of Marie's neighbours
C. a nurse looking after her
D. Marie herself



( ) 5 Inthe sentence "She was alone and she en-
joyed her studies." "She was alone" probably
means .
A. she made no friends at all
B. she had nothing to worry about because

she was young

C. nobody liked her because she was poor
D. she always studied late at night

II. True or false

( ) 1 When Madame Curie was twenty-four she left
her motherland for France.

( ) 2 Shortly after she had arrived in Paris, she

’ entered a famous university.

( ) 3 Marie didn't want to eat because all of her
attention was paid to her studies.

( ) 4 Her sister's husband learned that Marie had
fainted because she was. very hungry and
tired.

( ) 5 It seemed to Marie that she was among the
great scientists in the past while she was
working in her room at night.

A JOKE
"How did your mum know you hadn't washed yo

face?"
"I forgot to wet the soap."



Reading Passage C
THE LIFE OF ISAAC NEWTON

Most of you, no doubt, know the story of Newton
and the falling apple and how it led to his discovery of the
law of gravity. But how much do you know beyond that?
Do you know what kind of man this great scientist was?
Or where he stands in the history of science? If you don't
or even if you do, read the following lesson.

Isaac Newton was born on Christmas Day, 1642. He
grew up in the English countryside. From the very first
Newton was very much interested in the mysteries of
nature. '

One of the most difficult scientific problems of
Newton's day was about the question of motion. Why did

9




