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Unit 1

Unit 1

Part A

Directions: .

Read the following four texts. Answer the questions below each text by choosing A, B, C or
D. Mark your answers on ANSWER SHEET 1. (40 points)

Text 1

To Ladan and Laleh Bijani, 29-year-old twin sisters joined at the head, a chance to live
separate lives was more important than life itself. Despite 50-50 odds of dying from surgery and
doctors’ best efforts to talk them out of it, the twins never wavered in their determination to be
separated. They lost the gamble. Last week, both women bled to death on the operating table
at Raffles Hospital in Singapore after 50 hours of surgery. The operation was the first known
attempt to separate adult twins joined at the head. The women’s bodies, separate at last, were
sent to their home country, Iran, for burial.

Now, opinion is divided as to whether doctors should have even tried to operate, and
whether a patient’s wishes, however desperate, are enough to justify a risky and experimental
procedure. i :

Supporters of the surgery say the sisters, intelligent and well-educated law school gradu-
ates, understood the risks and had every right to take them. Critics argue that the risks were
too high and that doctors had an ethical obligation to say no.

The decision to operate was defended by Dr. Benjamin S. Carson, who was part of the
team of doctors to work on the Bijanis. Dr. Carson was called in by doctors in Singapore be-
cause he had separated several sets of infants joined at the head. At a press conference in Singa-
pore shortly after the women died, Dr. Carson said they were so determined to be separated
that he felt compelled to try to help them, adding, “I was convinced they would seek separation
no matter who performed the surgery.”

Dr. Mark Siegler, director of the MacLean Ethics Center at the University of Chicago,
said that even though the twins consented to the operation, it violated ethical standards for ex-
perimental surgery and should not have been done. What made him oppose the surgery was the
50 percent risk of death. “You need responsible judgment on the part of the surgeon.” he said.
“For an operation that was not medically necessary, a 50 percent risk of death was too high.
Such high risks are acceptable when a patient is likely to die without surgery. But that wasn’t
the case here, where the surgery was done not to save lives but primarily to meet the psycho-
logical needs of the twins.” Dr. Siegler said it was also troubling that the team in Singapore
had decided to go ahead with the operation even though other surgeons had declined on at least
two occasions, saying it was too dangerous and likely to kill one or both twins. And he ques-

. 1 . -
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tioned the surgeons’ decision to proceed at the representative’s request when their medical judg-

ment seemed to suggest a different course.

(1]. According to the passage, which of the following is TRUE?
[\&] The doctors tried hard to persuade the twins not to take the operation.
[B] Risky operations like this should not have been performed.
{7 The twins had great confidence in the doctors performing the operation.
[D] The twins died 50 hours after the operation.
2. The twin sisters insisted on taking the operation because
" [A] the doctor had separated several sets of infants at the head.
B/ they would rather die than live unseparated.
[C] there was 50-50 odds of success for the separation operation.
[D] they were likely to die without the operation.
3. The doctors who performed the operation defended the decision on the ground that
[A] they had experiences in doing operations like this.
[B] the twins were likely to die without the operation.
NZ,(] the twins had made up their mind to seek separation at any cost.
[D] the hope of success of the operation was as great as the risk it might take.
4. Doctors who are opposed to the operation argue that
[A] the twin sisters did not understand the risk the operation might have.
[\@ﬁ the risky operation was not medically necessary.
[C] the twins were not physically healthy enough for the operation.
[D] operations should not be done to meet psychological needs.
5. The author’s attitude towards the operation can be described as
[A] supportive.
[B] critical.
[C] sympathetic.

\LD] gautral.

Text 2

“It’s turning into a summer of discontent on Wall Street,” says Commerzbank Securities
chief economist Robert Gay. “Rocketing oil prices and anemic job gains delivered a one two
punch last week that unnerved financial markets and left the White House scrambling to put a
sunny spin on current economic conditions. The double blows are closely related. The price of
oil has disrdpted the smooth transition from economic stimulus to job and wage gains. ”

The possibility that the economy’s“soft patch” is spreading sent the Dow Jones industrial
average down 3.2 percent for the week ending August 6. That left it below the psychologically
important 10,000 mark. The technology laden Nasdaq composite dropped 5.8 percent. Wor-

. 2 .
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ries that higher oil prices will crimp corporate earnings aggravate fears already heightened by
warnings of terror plots against financial institutions in Washington, New York, and Newark,
N J.

Though economists are still trying to unravel the job numbers, which came in far below
expectations, rapidly rising oil prices, which reached a record-high $44. 77 a barrel for
September delivery, were easier to explain, if not to resolve. The world petroleum market is as
tight as, well, a drum. Thus every possible disruption, no matter how small, sends prices
through the roof. “The cushion of spare capacity, usually very ample, is very small right now,”
says Jim Burkhard, director of global oil markets. “That cushion is not nearly enough to prevent
sharp price movements. ”

The latest disruption comes from Supreme Court of Mother Russia, where last week au-
thorities inexplicably threatened to kill the goose that daily lays them a golden, oil-filled egg.
The Justice Ministry seized assets of oil giant Yukos in an attempt to collect billions of dollars in
unpaid taxes. Such an action could take Yukos — which accounts for 2 percent of world supply
— off the market for a week, or possibly much longer.

Although only Russian President Vladimir Putin seems to know what will happen to
Yukos — many analysts suspect that he is pursuing a personal crusade against the company —
the situation will probably be resolved in the near future. But don’t breathe easy yet, cautions
Philip Verleger, energy economist and senior fellow at the Institute for International Eco-
nomics. “There’s not enough refining capacity, demand is strong, and with a cold winter it
could get ugly. We could see $ 50 a barrel by November. ”

That’s bad news for the economy, as the higher cost of energy was behind weak consumer
spending in June and poor July sales reports from major retail chains. High Frequency Eco-
nomics says that every $ 10 increase in the price of a barrel of oil lowers its GDP growth expec-
tations by six tenths of a percentage point. All of which feeds back into increased nervousness

on Wall Street — and perhaps at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue.

6. It can be learned from Paragraph 2

[A] higher oil prices aggravate fears about corporate earnings.

[B] the economy’s“soft patch” is spreading out.

[Q] cautions about terrorism seem to precede the sharp rise of oil prices.

[D] the Dow Jones industrial average plays an important role in psychoanalysis.
7. What can be inferred from the passage?

[A] Job numbers are now lower than the same period a year ago.

L@&/I‘here is little hope of solving the job problems in the near future.

LCT Rising oil prices do not seem to be the only reason for dismal job numbers.

[D] The investigation of the job issue has turned out to be fruitless.
8. The word“cushion” (Line 5, Para. 3) refers to

[A] bearable range of fluctuating oil prices for petroleum markets.

. 3 .
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[ Blradditional oil storage in world petroleum market.
[C] effect of global oil markets on the oil prices.
9] flexible output of oil producers.
9. What conclusion can be drawn about Russia from the passage?
[A] Things could not be worse for Russians.
[B] Yukos’ financial crisis would end soon.
[$] Destruction of Yukos was not necessarily a wise decision.
Lm The government was centered on reclaiming its unpaid tax.
10. Which of the following figure might account for current tight petroleum market?
[A] 5.8% decrease in Nasdaq composite.
U'Z] 2% cut in world oil supply.
[C] 0.6% drop in GDP growth.
[D] 50 dollars per barrel oil.

Text 3

Faded star finds new happiness with samurai; James Bond will soon be in bed with
Charlie’s Angels; Rocky Balboa will team up with Spider-Man; MGM will cease to be
Hollywood’s last big independent movie studio; and, at the age of 87, Kirk Kerkorian, who
holds 74% of MGM'’s shares, will add another $ 2.1 billion to his existing billions. Such are
the immediate consequences of the tentative agreement reached on September 14th by Sony
Corporation of America, owner of the lissom Angels and the amazing wall-climber, to buy
MGM. Assuming approval by the MGM board on September 27th, and no antitrust objec-
tions, a Sony-led consortium will pay about $ 2.94 billion in cash and assume about $ 1.9 bil-
lion of MGM debt.

The deal ends months of wrangling, with Mr. Kerkorian — who has now bought and sold
MGM three times — dangling the prize of its library of 4, 100 film titles and 10,000 TV
episodes before not just Sony but Time Warner. Until just hours before the deal with Sony, it
had seemed that Time Warner, ready to bid $ 4.6 billion (counting in the debt), was the
front-runner. But then its chairman announced that it could not reach agreement with MGM“at
a price that would have represented a prudent use of our growing financial capacity.” Even after
three years, the bruises of Time Warner’s merger with AOL are yet to fade.

So is the Sony consortium paying too much? Sony itself is putting up some $ 300m. The
rest will come from banks and private equity. The key may be the last-minute involvement of
Comcast, a cable company, as a programming and distribution partner with cash maybe to
come later. Comcast is linked to 22m American households; that will ensure some reassuring
cashflow to the consortium. Indeed, Sony, which already owns the Columbia and TriStar stu-
dios, expects to buy out its partners, except for Comcast, within five years. For Comcast,
which last year cast an eye over Universal and this year made an abortive bid for Disney, the at-

. 4 .
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traction is a mass of new content, from both the MGM and the Sony film libraries, to sell as

video-on-demand.

Some MGMpathists — the kind who swooned over“Gone with the Wind”, blubbed over

“Brief Encounter”, sang with Elvis in“Jailhouse Rock” and giggled at the Pink Panther — will
grieve for the loss of MGM'’s independence. But the roar of the MGM lion is not what it was:
exploiting the library has for some years counted for more than adding to it. And 007 will sure-

ly not complain.

1

12.

13:

14.

It can be learnt from Paragraph 1 that

[A] Faded stars will be better treated in the new corporation.

B Kirk Kerkorian will add more to his MGM shares.

[\(;J/ No big Hollywood movie studio will be independent.

[D] Sony Corporation of America will owe MGM about $ 1.9 billion.

What can be inferred from paragraph 27

[A] MGM’s films and TV episodes won more prizes than those of Time Warner.
[B] Time Warner abandoned the deal because MGM wasn’t a valuable asset.

[ C] Kerkorian has often been selling and buying MGM for maximum margin.

[ D7 Negative effect of the merger with AOL is still haunting Time Warner.
Which of the following is NOT true?

[A] Kerkorian might bring in about $ 2.1 billion through the deal with Sony.

[ B] Whether the MGM board will approve the deal is still unknown.

EQ} The attraction of the deal for Comcast lies in the steady cashflow into the consortium.
[D] The last thing MGM pathists hope for is loss of MGM’s independence.

It is implied in the last paragraph that

[A] MGM will not be as glorious as several years ago.

[B4 007 will return to silver screen in the near future.

[¢] making new films was less profitable for MGM.

[D] there will not be the brand of MGM any longer.

. The author’s attitude toward MGM'’s deal with Sony seems to be

[A] opposed.
[\B] approving.

Msuspicious.
[D] enthusiastic.

Text 4

Surprisingly enough, modern historians have rarely interested themselves in the history of

the American South in the period before the South began to become self-consciously and distinc-

tively“ Southern” — the decades after 1815. Consequently, the cultural history of Britain’s

« 5 -
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North American empire in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries has been written almost as
if the Southern ooionies had never existed. The American culture that emerged during the Colo-
nial and Revolutionary eras has been described as having been simply an extension of New Eng-
land Puritan culture. However, Professor Davis has recently argued that the South stood apart
from the rest of American society during this early period, following its own unique pattern of
cultural development. The case for Southern distinctiveness rests upon two related premises:
first, that the cultural similarities among the five Southern colonies were far more impressive
than the difference, and second, that what made those colonies alike also made them different
from the other colonies. The first, for which Davis offers an enormous amount of evidence, can
be accepted without major reservations; the second is far more problematic.

What makes the second premise problematic is the use of the Puritan colonies as a basis for
comparison. Quite properly, Davis disfavors the excessive influence attributed by historians to
the Puritans in the formation of American culture. Yet Davis himself adds weight to such attri-
butions by using the Puritans as the standard against which to assess the achievements and con-
tributions of Southern colonials. Throughout, Davis focuses on the important, and undeniable,

differences between the-Seuthern-and Puritan colonies in motives for and pattern of early settle-

ment, ir_l'gclilud___es__ toward-nature *and‘Native~-Ameri§§J}§3“§9d in the deggs of recemiyity“ t?)
“metropolitan cultural influences. e
However, recent scholarship has strongly suggested that those aspects of early New Eng-

land culture that seem to have been most distinctly Puritan, such as the strong religious orienta-
tion (and the shared impulse), were not even typical of New England as a whole, but were
largely confined to the two colonies of Massachusetts and Connecticut. Thus, what in contrast

to the Puritan colonies appear to Davis to be peculiarly Southern — acquisitiveness, a strong in-
terest in politics and the law, and a tendency to cultivate metropolitan cultural models — was
not only more typically English than the cultural pattern exhibited by Puritan Massachusetts
and Connecticut, but also almost certainly characteristic! of most other early modern British
colonies from Barbados north to Rhode Island and New Hampshire. Within the larger frame-
work of American colonial life, then, not the Southern but the Puritan colonies appear to have
been distinctive, and even they seem to have been rapidly assimilating to the dominant cultural

patterns by the late Colonial period.

16. The author is primarily concerned with A
[A] péfuting a claim about the influence of Puritan culture on the early American South.
{Bﬂ/xj:futing a thesis about the distinctiveness of the culture of the early American South.
[C] refuting the two premises that underlie Davis’ discussion of the culture of the Ameri-
can South in the period before 1815.
[D] challenging the hypothesis that early American culture was homogeneous in nature.
17. The text implies that the attitudes toward Native Americans that prevailed in the Southern

colonies
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[A] developed as a response to attitudes that prevailed in Massachusetts and Connecticut.
[B] derived from Southerners’ strong interest in the law.
C/ were modeled after those that prevailed in the North.
[ D) differed from those that prevailed in the Puritan colonies.
18. According to the author, the description of American culture during the Colonial and Revo-
lutionary eras as an extension of New England Puritans culture reflects the
Wact that historians have overestimated the importance of the Puritans in the develop-
ment of American culture.
fact that early American culture was deeply influenced by the strong religious orienta-
tion of the colonists.
[C] extent to which Massachusetts and Connecticut served as cultural models for the other
American colonies.
[D] extent to which colonial American resisted assimilating cultural patterns that were
typically English.
19. In Davis’s opinion, which is NOT the difference between the Puritan and Southern
colonies?
[A] Attitudes towards Native Americans.
[B] Motives for early settlement.
[C] Pattern of culture development.
[D] Pattern of early settlement.
20. Which of the following could most logicallyfollaw the last sentence of the text?
\‘[}é(f Thus, convergence, not divergence, seems to have characterized the cultural develop-
ment of the American Colonies in the eighteenth century.
[BY Thus, without the cultural diversity represented by the American South, the culture
of colonial America would certainly have been homogeneous in nature.
[C] Thus, the contribution of southern colonials to American culture was certainly over-
shadowed by that of the Puritans.
[D] Thus, the culture of America during the Colonial period was far more sensitive to out-

side influences than historians are accustomed to acknowledge.

Part B

Directions:

In the following article, some sentences have been removed. For Questions 21—25, choose the
most suitable one from the list A—G to fit into each of the numbered blanks. There are two ex-
tra choices, which do not fit in any of the gaps. Mark your answers on ANSWER SHEET 1.
(10 points)

If you become infected with even a single cold or flu virus, it quickly within minutes will
enter one of your nose or lung cells, make many copies of itself and then the copies burst out of
¥ ey
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the damaged cell carrying with them a covering made from the old cell wall material. 21)

. But since the new viruses are covered with cell wall material made from

your own body, the white blood cells of your immune system can’t see them. These many new
viruses also within minutes invade other nearby healthy cells and repeat the process. 22)

. But that very first infected cell, when it became destroyed by

the infecting virus sent out a hormonal signal created by bursting the cell wall which causes two
things to occur. First, the white blood cells stored in your lymph nodes are sent out to seek and
find the cause of the damaged cell. Second, a fever is induced.

In order to raise your body temperature to create a fever the heat losses through your ex-
tremities, such as the hands, feet and skin are reduced by slowing down and constricting the
peripheral blood flow. This causes your hands, feet and skin to feel cold. You may even shiver.
This occurs within several minutes of the first viral damage. This is called “catching a cold”
and the cold feeling is the first step to raising your core body temperature to above 101 degrees

to stop any further viral reproduction and infection. 23)

The term “catching a cold” is generic and refers to the chilled feeling you get, caused by
either a “cold” which is due to a rhino virus or infection of the mucus lining of the nasal pas-
sages, or to an influenza or flu virus which only infects the lining of the lungs. 24)

. But that usually occurs an hour or so later after the initial infec-

tion. If your immune system is not in good shape, you may end up with both.
The medical term “rhino virus” is from the Greek word “rhino” meaning the “nose” and
refers to a viral infection of the nasal membranes which we normally call a cold. 25)

. This comes from the times of the Crusades in the middle ages when

armies of knights from western Europe, mostly England, France, Spain and Germany, first

came into contact in the Middle Eastern Holy Land with merchant camel caravans, carrying

with them not only trade goods but many cases of pig-goose viral infections. The viral infections
were probably in dried form on the cloth and trade goods, which only needed to be moistened to
become re-activated.

[A] Humans have genetically developed a natural method to defeat viral infections called a
fever.

[ B] Without anything to stop it, within several hours that one single virus will have copied it-
self many millions of times quickly overwhelming your body.

[C] The medical term “influenza” comes from the Spanish word “influence”.

[D] This covering is to protect the virus from attack since your body will attack and destroy all
“foreign” invaders.

[ E] By surrounding and swallowing up the infected cells and using chemicals to “eat” or break
apart all the material inside, the big macrophages effectively destroy the virus and stop the
viral reproduction and infection.

[F] The two are separate types of viruses. Whether you have a rhino or flu virus determines
whether you begin to sneeze, with a runny nose from a cold, or begin to cough with lung
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