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Part One

This story begins in Shanghai, China in 1936. Master Yuan was a
tycoon in manchester business, who exported Chinese textiles to nearby
countries and also imported India cotton and Tai silk to be sold in China.
As Master Yuan travelled a lot to maintain business around the country,
his wife You-Yi managed the Yuan Textile Store at Shanghai. You-Yi was
not only supportive in running Master Yuan’s business but also devoted
to her marriage and family. However, as she gave birth to three
daughters consecutively, You-Yi lost Master Yuan’s favour. Master Yuan
became indulged in carnal pleasure, and even the birth of his only son,
Da-Chung could not bring back his attention for You-Yi. He often got
drunk and returned home only to inflict violence on You-Yi. The
situation was worsened as his business failed. At last You-Yi could no
longer bear and ran away from home. Wandering on streets, You-Yi met
an Indian cotton dealer Abdul who had been a long-term customer of

the Yuan Textile Store. 4bdul was kind-hearted and in order to help

You-Yi to escape from the marriage misery, he took her back to India to
work as a housekeeper.

Shortly after You-Yi disappeared from the family, Master Yuan
announced in public that his wife had died of illness. During the
Chinese Civil War, Master Yuan took all his children to Taiwan and
looked for another business base. Soon after arrival, Master Yuan
married the daughter and sole heiress — Yueh-Ying of a Taiwanese
entrepreneur by bribing go-betweens. Consequently Master Yuan also
controlled Yueh-Ying’s inherited enterprises. Bearing the influence of
Western ideas, Yueh-Ying refused to have children, but as a deal she



