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Speech by Vice Premier Huang Ju of the
State Council of the People’s Republic of
China at the Opening Ceremony of the
World Engineers’ Convention 2004

Shanghai, 3 November 2004

Distinguished Guests,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Good Morning!

On the occasion of the solemn opening of the World Engineers’ Convention
2004, I would like to extend on behalf of the Chinese Government and in my own
name warm congratulations to the Convention and sincere welcome to engineers from
around the world.

Engineering is an important tool for mankind to understand and transform the
world. It is a catalyst that combines intellectual achievements in science, technology
and humanities and put them at the direct service of mankind. As such, it plays an
extremely important role in driving economic and social progress. Engineers, with
their innovation, have been bringing changes to the world and people’s livelihood
and won the respect of the entire society.

In today’s world, there has been accelerating economic globalization, a new
revolution in science and technology and especially rapid progress in IT. This has
significantly transformed people’s way of production and life, exerted a profound

impact on world economy, politics and culture and promoted economic growth and

social progress. Mankind faces unprecedented new development opportunities as well
as a series of severe challenges. In the world, some people are still plagued by
poverty, hunger and disease. Their survival, development and health are hardly
assured. Ecological degradation has already sounded the alarm bell. Frequent natural
calamities have caused tremendous losses of life and property. Violence and terrorist
attacks also pose a serious threat to human security. All these problems call for our
joint response and solution.

People everywhere aspire to a world that is more peaceful and tranquil and an
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age of greater vitality and sustainable development. Engineers and engineering
circles should shoulder more social responsibilities in maintaining world peace and
promoting common development. There should be more vigorous assistance to the
developing countries in their scientific, technological and engineering capacity
building so as to encourage continuous S&T advancement and economic and social
progress in these countries and narrow the North-South gap in real term. There
should be greater efforts at developing resource-saving and environmental friendly
production technology so that our economic growth can be resource-saving, cyclical
and sustainable, and people and nature can coexist in harmony.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

After unswervingly focusing on economic development, deepening reforms and
opening the country to the outside world for the last 26 years, China finds a sea
change in its outlook brought about by continuous rapid economic growth, evident
increase in aggregate national strength and remarkable improvement in people’s
livelihood. In 2003, per capita GDP exceeded USD 1, 000 for the first time in
history. The economy continued the momentum of steady and relatively rapid growth
this year. In the first nine months, China’s GDP grew by 9.5%.

The first two decades are a key period for China’s economic growth and social
progress as the Chinese people work hard to realize the grand objective of building a
moderately prosperous society in an all-round way. We will steadfastly pool the
wisdom and strength of the whole nation and concentrate on development. We will
continue to deepen the reforms in all areas, improve the socialist market economy
and adhere to the basic state policy of opening-up with a view to building an
economic system of greater openness. For a certain period of time to come, China is
expected to continue the fast growth in its economy and even greater development in
its outlook. We have every confidence in the future of our country.

Our experience with reform and opening-up in the past 20-plus years has enabled
us to fully appreciate the importance of a scientific approach to development. Such
an approach is human-oriented, comprehensive, balanced and sustainable. It must be
fostered and implemented in order to push forward the modernization of China. It is
necessary to carry out with vigorous efforts the strategy of rejuvenating the country
through science and education, give full scope to the role of science and technology
as the primary productive force, and attach great importance to saving of resources
and ecological preservation. The cause of building a moderately prosperous society in
an all-round way and speeding up modernization requires better development of

engineering technology and a sufficient number of competent engineers whose
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potentials are brought into full play. As things stand now, China is still lagging far
behind developed countries in many aspects of engineering technology. We will
continuously enhance exchanges and cooperation with the engineering circles abroad
and learn the advanced experience and technologies of other countries. We will also
step up efforts on engineering education and continuing education, strengthen
cooperation among the academics, industry and government agencies, and improve
China’s engineering technology so as to provide powerful backing for the country’s
economic and social development.

The WFEQ is the biggest non-governmental international organization in the
area of engineering technology. For years, it has made unremitting efforts for and
significant contributions to international cooperation and technological progress in
this regard. The WFEQO values exchanges and cooperation with the Chinese
engineering circle and has rendered great assistance and support to China’s
modernization, which we appreciate. The Chinese Government supports a still
greater role for the WFEQO in international engineering cooperation and looks
forward to broader and better cooperation with both the Federation and engineering
circles of all countries so as to facilitate our modernization drive at home.

This Convention is a major event for all engineers across the world. The
engineering circles and engineers of all countries expect a lot from this Convention.
It is our hope that all participants will have extensive and thoroughgoing discussions
under the theme of the Convention — “Engineers Shape the Sustainable Future”, and
further bring engineering technology into the service for human development and
progress. Representatives from Chinese engineering and business circles must take
the initiative, exchange views and compare notes with colleagues from abroad, make
efforts to learn the latest results and trends in engineering technology and enhance
friendship and cooperation with foreign engineers through this Convention. I am
confident that, with the efforts of all of you, this will surely be an extremely fruitful

and successful meeting.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is the shared responsibility of the international community, including the
engineering circles, to work for world peace, human progress and sustainable
development. Let us join hands to expand our cooperation, step up exchanges and
work still harder for a better future of mankind!

I wish you all a pleasant stay in China and the Convention a complete success.

Thank you all.
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