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Thoughts on Charity
The 4t “International Charity Forum” Speech

(June 20, 2010 PM )

All senior monks and nuns and philanthropists:

Hello everybody! Today, I am very pleased to be
here with so many people to share a topic about charity.

For myself, I am a Buddhist, and of all the
philosophies of Mahayana Buddhism, the fundamental
basis of it is to benefit all human beings, and even all
sentient beings. Therefore, for me, I am very happy to
discuss about this concept with everyone here.

Charity is Heart

The so-called charity is actually the unconditional
care and love to all sentient beings. Regarding this, the
rich can offer material support, while for those that have
no money, should generate a loving heart toward others
instead. We are not asking everyone in the world to
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become Bill Gates or Warren Buffett, but at least we
should imitate Mother Teresa, starting taking care of
sentient beings around us first.

Mother Teresa is an ordinary Catholic nun, when she
encountered the plight of the poor outside the convent,
she resolutely abandoned the comfortable heavenly life,
using her whole lifetime, to undertake the important tasks
of rescuing the poor, leprosy patients, etc. On the surface,
she is just an ordinary and commonplace woman, but in
fact, what she had done were far more than what we could
imagine. Not to mention anything else, Only with just six
years, she gave shelters to more than 60,000 abandoned
babies ... These heroic charities, has received worldwide
recognition. In 1979, she won the “Nobel Peace Prize”.
Last year, the Nobel Foundation, agreed that in the
hundred year history of the Nobel Prize, she was among
the most respected three winners.(The other two were
Einstein Prize in Physics in 1921, Martin Luther King
Peace Prize winner in 1964.) So, whether Buddhist,
Catholic or other religious believers, acts of charity to help
others are very meaningful.

Nowadays, the objectives of human life are different
individually for everyone, but if we solely seek for external



17 MRRESNEE  BIE BEAREERE" HE

material things, the heart filled with selfishness, then no
matter how good the living conditions are, no matter how
beautiful the world is, nothing will have its real meaning.
Therefore, to have a meaningful life, we should use
Buddhist concept of benefiting others to transform our
mind, if we give everything without asking for return, then
only it becomes very meaningful.

However, today, many people think that charity is
only entertainment for the rich and has little to do with
the civilian population. Therefore, in this respect, they
have no interest and never concern about it. This thought
is wrong. In this regard, I often think of a very memorable
story: February 16, 2007, the just outgoing UN Secretary
General Kofi Annan, held a charity dinner in his own
manor to raise money for the poor children in Africa,
participants were the wealthy and celebrities. Before the
banquet started, an old woman led a little girl came to the
entrance of the manor, that little girl was holding a
delicate porcelain jar. Seeing this, the security man
stopped the old and the young, and then asked them to
show their invitation cards, or otherwise they would not
be allowed to enter.

The little girl said that she knew from television that
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there would be a charity event for the children of Africa,
and would like to do something for those poor children, as
such, she decided to take out all the money in her saving
jar to donate them for the poor children, but security man
was still using the ground that they were not invited to
refuse them entering the manor, and said that the place
was not so suitable for them.

The little girl asked: “Uncle, charity is not money, is
the heart, right?” her words shocked the security man.
Knowing that she was really not able to get in, the little
girl then handed the saving jar to the hands of the security
man, she then requested: "I know the people invited are
all very rich, they will donate a lot of money, I do not have
so much, but it is all the money I have. If I really cannot go
in, please help me take this in!”

At that time, suddenly, there was an old man said:
"No, child, you're right, charity is not money, is the heart.
You can go in. all the loving persons can go in". He is the
famous American, “Sage of Omaha”, Warren Buffett.

Later, the charity banquet slogan was then changed
to: “Charity is not money, is the heart", the protagonist of
that day's charity dinner was not Warren Buffett, who
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donated 3 million dollars, not Bill Gates, who donated 8
million dollars, but the girl who just donated 30 dollars,
she was so well received and got the most enthusiastic

applause.

What does this story imply? That, an ordinary
person can participate in charity, this is not just a privilege
of the rich. In this matter, Jet Li's “One Foundation” has
done a very good job. He encourages each person to
donate at least one dollar per month, or do an hour of
volunteer work, this way, as long as there is a kind heart,
anyone also can participate in a charitable event.

The Present Charity's Situation and Its Historical
Causes

Social polarization is now very serious, wealthy
people spend money like water and being extravagant; In
contrast, poor people, do not have enough clothes to wear,
do not have enough food to eat, and even their basic needs
are not guaranteed. Once upon a time, described by Du
Fu, "While the manor of the rich got spoilt wines and
rotten meats, the road side got the frozen bones of the
deaths.", this is now also a true picture of many existing



