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Preface

For the few of us who teach Chinese in the United States, writing Emma’s
Adventures Through Chinese is a bold attempt to enrich Chinese reading
textbooks in the US market.

In recent years we have witnessed the ever increasing popularity of learning
Chinese overseas as a foreign language. However, cool-headed people are
keenly aware that it is still far from reaching its pinnacle. The reason behind
it? Insufficient reading exercise! We've seen American students fluent in
speaking Chinese but unable to read Chinese newspapers, let alone Chinese
novels. The reading section on the AP Chinese test plagues far too many

students in the States.

What is the logic behind all of this? The mother tongues of most learners of
the Chinese language belong to the Indo-European language family, which
is entirely different from the Sino-Tibetan languages, such as Chinese. The
forms of most Chinese characters originate from shapes. Though 80% of
them later evolved into pictophonetic characters, whose pronunciations can
be deduced from their phonetic components, students must have mastered a
large number of basic characters to make a reasonable guess at the pronuncia-
tions. Without a good command of enough Chinese vocabulary, reading a

passage full of new characters can be a daunting task for Chinese learners.

Can reading ability be effectively improved by recognizing more Chinese
characters? Not necessarily. As we know, spelling rules can help us learn

English words. For instance, we know its meaning at the sight of word
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“apple”. But Chinese characters seem like a kaleidoscope, which means
different combination of same characters will form words with completely
different meanings. There are myriads of such examples as 3 F (story)
and F# (accident), & (like) and K& (joy), AK (others) and K
A (family members), X% (embarrass) and A (feel awkward). If
grammatical structures and collocations are considered, reading Chinese
can become very difficult especially for beginners and can even hinder
their learning experience. This is why there are fewer and fewer students

as learning gOCS on.

Currently, an increasing number of people are becoming aware that the
scarcity of reading materials has led to students’ poor reading ability and has
become the bottleneck for teaching Chinese overseas. Increasingly, Chinese
teachers and publishers are coming up with solutions to tackle this problem.
While more and more Chinese books have emerged in the market in recent
years, only a few are suitable for beginners who are the ones most in need of
training in reading. Therefore, priority should be given to publishing reading
books for beginners with:

Simple everyday language;
Commonly-used Chinese vocabulary;
Dynamic stories and interesting plots.

This book was designed by mixing Chinese and English in the text and is
tailored for beginners with a command of 50 Chinese characters or less.
During its compilation, readability and readers’ Chinese level have been
taken into full consideration. Therefore, in the first half of this book, a
limited number of easy Chinese words are imbedded into English sentences
so beginners will find it easy to start with. By reading this book, learners will
constantly review what they’ve learned while coming across new vocabulary
from time to time. The difficulty will increase gradually, so your vocabulary

will grow and your reading ability will steadily improve. Once you have

7
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mastered over 300 characters, you'll find only a few English words embedded

into the Chinese sentences, and now you are expected to think in Chinese.

Compared with the other Chinese reading materials of the kind, this book
retains the following features:

1. The very fashionable theme of “traveling across space and time” is selected.
This theme caters to younglearners and is conducive to forginglinks between
figures and events of different historical time periods or sites in this book.
The whole story introduced by this book is composed of small stories with
intrinsic connections, which is a typical feature that most other Chinese

reading books lack.

2. The historical stories in this book are interesting and meaningful. This
book can be compared to a cake, the centre of which is Chinese characters.
The basic characters and those that are commonly or frequently used are
imbedded into the stories repeatedly so learners can recognize them by
reading the stories. The foundation of the cake is culture, from which we
cannot isolate ourselves when learning a language. What Emma sees and
experiences are closely linked with Chinese culture; therefore, learners can
expand their knowledge of Chinese culture while improving language skills
by reading Emma’s stories. The icing of the cake is the narrative and funny
plot, which captivates its readers. In this book, each chapter is a recount of
Emma’s experience, in which she drops in on great historical figures at will
like neighbors, conversing with them face to face. Each chapter is closely
connected by suspicion and hints, which guide the readers to complete the

whole adventure.

3. Vocabulary annotation and questions on the stories are offered as well.
Basic words and proper nouns are supplied with annotations so the learners
can turn to them when coming across new words or even expand their vocabu-
laries by learning them. For those who just want to focus on the stories, they

won't be overwhelmed by new characters and words because they can easily
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understand the stories by looking them up in the annotations. The questions
at the end of each chapter are designed based on the story. If clear answers are
given by the readers, it shows that they have understood the story pretty well.

4. The format of chapter book, which is familiar to US teenagers, is adopted.
Though the stories are new to them, the format is very familiar. In particular,
the stories are funny and easily understood, so readers will find it very
enjoyable.

Some people may be skeptical about the mix of Chinese and English in
one story. Actually, our students often turn to English when they cannot
find the Chinese equivalent to express what they want to convey. For
example, when they forget how to say &, they may say &, love 1% instead
of & & 1. Although love is imbedded into the Chinese sentence, it can
still be understood clearly. Some international students have been invited
to read this book before its publication and have enjoyed the compilation
style. This shows that the mix of Chinese and English words can meet
the demand of beginners and can be considered as a new approach of
improving their reading ability. It is sincerely hoped that teachers give
further explanations to their students so that they can enjoy reading it

immediately.

To sum up, we hope that our efforts will help beginners to improve their
reading ability as soon as possible. Combining Chinese and English words
in one text is a new approach, but we believe that there are companions who
are embarking on the same path alongside us. We sincerely appreciate your
comments and suggestions on Chinese reading so that more books will be

compiled to meet your demand!

The authors
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