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Abstract

It is of great importance to obtain good collocation knowledge for
fluent and appropriate language use—many words are used in a lim-
ited set of collocations and knowing these is part of what is involved
in knowing the words. As an important tool for EFL learning, LDs
start to attach more importance to collocation representation. How-
ever, to have a better lexicographic representation of collocations in
LDs, the cognitive factors in collocations have to be stressed as they
affect significantly EFL learners’ collocation acquisition. At present
few current LDs have provided a systematic representation of cogni-
tive factors in collocations, which will have a negative impact on
learners’ collocation acquisition when they consult dictionaries.
Therefore, any attempt to alleviate the problem will contribute to the
theory-building and lexicographical practice.

Based on theories from applied linguistics, cognitive linguistics,
psycholinguistics, lexicography and corpus linguistics, the present
study highlights the significance of revealing cognitive factors in col-
locations and then explores new methods to present them in ECLDs.
Apart from theoretical study, the present research is supported by the
evidence from BNC, Bank of English and CLEC. Empirical study is
also conducted to investigate target users’ needs and their reference
habits concerning collocations. It is carried out with the following
steps.

First, by showing special collocation difficulties Chinese learners
encounter in their EFL learning, the author claims that learners are
inclined to direct their attention to the Chinese equivalents of English
vocabulary, overemphasize the amount of words committed to their
memory and neglect the typical collocations of the target language in
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specific situations. Consequently, they bring words which are not se-
mantically-related, producing collocations which natives will find in-
appropriate.

Secondly, on the basis of applied linguistics and psycholinguistics,
the author provides necessity and credibility of the research with sig-
nificance of and psychological support for collocation acquisition.
Lexical approach stresses vocabulary learning rather than grammar
learning in language education, making collocations focus of attention.
What's more, studies on mental lexicon and lexical priming show that
words are stored in chunks in our L1 mental lexicon, and naturalness
is accompanied by the pervasiveness of collocations in language.
Words are stored along with collocational and colligational properties,
and collocations come into use when words join with other primed
words to form sequences. Therefore, to learn a word means to be
primed in the way as it is received in the real context and to reproduce
the chunks stored in our mental lexicon.

Thirdly, the author establishes the theoretical framework based
on the conceptual metaphor theory for the research. As metaphor is
mapping between two concepts, which turns out to be a misfit in lan-
guage, collocations, as habitual co-occurrence of words, manifest this
misfit. The author holds the view that metaphors probably underlie
the representation of a considerable part of our common concepts, and
that language is an important source of evidence of what that system
is like. Most collocations are not arbitrary—they either reflect natural
world, or are motivated by the metaphors underlying the linguistic
structure. EFL learners’ lack of collocation competence is most likely
due to their lack of conceptual fluency rather than that of grammar
competence. It is of vital importance to disclose the similarity and dif-
ference in L1 and L2 metaphorical systems so as to explore the root of
their collocation errors and eventually improve their collocation com-
petence.

Finally, a comparative study between current MLDs and ECLDs
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on the collocation representation and a use study on the target ECLDs
provide validity for the research. With illustration on the impact of
cognitive, linguistic and social aspects of metaphor on collocations, a
model is proposed on cognitive representation of collocations in
ECLDs based on four principles, including motivation-oriented prin-
ciple, semantic-oriented principle, pragmatic-oriented principle and
culture-oriented principle.

The present research, by introducing metaphor into collocation
study and applying the innovation to lexicographic practice, will turn
out to be a contributing factor to theoretical studies of pedagogical
lexicography concerning collocation representation; meanwhile, its
application in ECLD compiling has much pragmatic significance with
general principles and specific approaches for collocation representa-
tion in lexicographic practice.

Key words: collocation, metaphor, cognition, English-Chinese
learners’ dictionary
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