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People in the story

BEFPHAD

Janet Hunter is a police inspector from New
Zealand.
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Tunui Epati is an inspector in the Cook

Islands police.

ESBFE - XRFLHE i E I IEE,

Wolfgang Peters is a man who steals things.
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Kate Watson is a Hollywood film star.
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Maria Gomez is in a film with Kate Watson.
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Before reading

AT

‘ Look at the front cover of the book. What does the picture
show? Where do you think it is?

2§What do you know about pearls? What do we use them for?
*What colour are they? Where do they come from?

ook at People in the story on pages 6—7. How many of them

dke actors? How many of them are police officers? What does
tie other one do?

4. Lok at the maps on page 8. Where does the story take place?
Wihat do you know about this place?

5. If you have the recording, listen to Chapter 1.



Chapter 1 who is Wolfgang
Peters?

“This is the man,’ says Janet Hunter, and she puts a
photo on the table. Janet Hunter is a police inspector
from New Zealand. She’s in the police station on
Rarotonga, one of the Cook Islands in the Pacific
Ocean.

‘What’s his name?’ asks Tunui Epati. Epati is an
inspector in the Cook Islands police.

‘His name is Wolfgang Peters,’ she answers. ‘Some
people call him the “Minute Man™.’

F
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‘Why?’ Epati asks.

‘Because one minute he’s there and the next
minute he’s not,” answers Hunter.

Epati smiles.

‘And why do you want him?’ Epati asks. He looks
at the photo.

‘He steals,” answers Hunter. ‘He takes things —
often from museums. People tell him what they want.
Then he steals for them. And he gets very good money
for his work.’

‘What kind of things does he take?” asks Epati.

‘Anything,” answers Hunter. ‘A Faberge egg from
a museum in Virginia in the United States, a Picasso
painting from a museum in St Petersburg in Russia.
And then this year an old book from a museum in
Auckland in New Zealand. It’s the only one in the
world. That’s why I’m after him.’

Chapter 1  Who is Wolfgang Peters? 11



‘I see,” says Epati.

‘Peters is very good,’ says Hunter. ‘But I want
him. And I’'m going to get him.’

‘And he’s coming here — to Rarotonga?’ asks
Epati.

“Yes,” says Hunter. ‘We, the New Zealand police,
think he’s going to steal something here.’

‘Ah,’ says Epati. ‘Then I know what — I think.’

Epati takes down a book and opens it. Hunter

watches him. Many Cook Islanders are big people;
Epati is big.

12 The Black Pearls



