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Preface

The twentieth century is a period of transformation for traditional Chinese painting. The chal-
lenge from the West instigated a new way of thinking. Intellectuals and painters realized that in
order to bring a new life to Chinese painting, the tradition of copying past masters must be aban-
doned for the return to nature. Chan Duxiu and Cai Yuanpei pointed out that Chinese painting
should be realistic in essence. Stimulated by such theory, a number of painters turned to Western
art in order to seek inspirations. Prominent painters like the ‘Three Masters of Lingnan: Gao
Jianfu, Gao Qifeng and Chen Shuren went to Japan to study painting; and Xu Beihong, Liu
Haisu and Lin Fenmian studied art in France. After their return to China, they introduced
Western aesthetic concepts and techniques to Chinese painting, and left great impact on the

future development of Chinese painting.

However, some painters tried to project a new spirit within the traditional heritage in order to
create new styles. They broke away from conventional restraints and assimilated the stylistic
essence of various masters and schools to express their own creative spirit and sentiment. Among
them, Qi Baishi, Wu Changshuo, Huang Binhong and Zhang Dagian were prominent masters
noted for their versatile and innovative styles. Their achievements show possibilities of a new

direction within the mainstream of the development of Chinese painting.

One of the common features among these innovative painters is that most of them realized the
importance of observing nature so as to imbue a sense of realism in their paintings. They sought
to acquire inspiration from the real landscape. Their efforts were actualization of the inspiring
statement of “Walking through the mountains to get inspiration’ pronounced by the great Qing

master Shitao. Such a spirit proved to be the major element in the formation of the spirit of



modern Chinese painting which reveals a strong kindrance to nature.

The fourteen artists represented in the present exhibition are all senior masters in the contem-
porary Chinese painting. In the past decades, they consistently devoted themselves to the art of
painting in order to create new styles. They have examined the concepts of Western art in
conjunction with their own Chinese tradition in an effort to express the spirit of the contempo-
rary age. Fifty-three representative works by these fourteen contemporary masters have been
selected for this exhibition. The paintings are complemented by photographs of their daily life

to give viewers a better picture of their artistic achievements and individuality.

I would like to express my gratitude to the collectors who have supported this exhibition by
lending their collections. Special thanks also go to Dr. Leo K.K. Wong, Mr. Lee Kiu-fong and Mr.
Lee Yun-woon who rendered valuable assistance in the preparation of the exhibition. I would
also like to thank Mr. Chua Soo Bin of Singapore who kindly provided the photographs of the

painters for this exhibition.

Christina Chu
Curator (Collections)

Hong Kong Museum of Art
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