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Cyberspace: If You Don’t
Love It, Leave It

—— Esther Dyson

Il Esther Dyson

Esther Dyson was born in 1951 in Zurich, Switzerland. She is a journalist and commentator on
emerging digital technology, a founding member of the digerati, an entrepreneur, and a philanthropist.
She grew up in Princeton, New Jersey, and received a B.A. from Harvard. Dyson is the editor and
publisher of the widely respected computer newsletter Release 1.0 which circulates to 1,600 computer
industry leaders. She is chairperson of the Electronic Frontier Foundation, an industry-financed civil
liberties watchdog group. Dyson is also the organizer and moderator of the annual Personal Computer
Forum.

For more information about Esther Dyson, please visit http://www.edventure.com; Esther Dyson’s

official bio.

Cyberspace: If You Don’t Love It, Leave It appeared in the New York Times magazine (July
1995). Cyberspace is a domain characterized by the use of electronics and the electromagnetic spectrum
to store, modify, and exchange data via networked systems and associated physical infrastructures. The
term Cyberspace started to become a de facto synonym for the Internet, and later the World Wide Web,
during the 1990s, especially in academic circles and activist communities.

Para. 1 — Para. 2:  An introduction to the subject matter: cyberspace.
Para. 3 — Para. 4: A comparison of cyberspace to real estate.

Para. 5 — Para. 10: The nature of cyberspace.

Para. 11 — Para. 15: The regulations of cyberspace.

Para. 16: The author’s conclusion and suggestions.




This activity is designed to arouse students’ interest in the topic of cyberspace. Students are
encouraged to prepare in advance to answer these questions. Students may make presentations or
statements, or they can be divided into groups for debate or discussion. Personal and varied viewpoints
are tolerated and encouraged.

Waerd Exteasion

This activity is designed to give students practice in explaining things in their own words. Help
them to give accurate definitions to the terms. Ask students to think of other relative words as many as
possible. To save time, you can also ask them to prepare before class. Try to maintain a fast pace in
this part and create an active atmosphere.

Il Meeting the Author

Give a brief introduction to the author using your own words.

. C - IO e ! IQ OI.
In order to save time, students can be grouped to do different activities. Previous preparation is
TECeRsary.

Aciivity One

Designing a homepage or a cyberspace community offers many scientific, artistic, and
technological learning challenges. So encourage students to put forward eriginal ideas and develop their
own ideal community from an inter-disciplinary perspective of arts, sciences and technology.

After each group presents with their design, you may also ask them such questions .as: How would
the design of your cyberspace communities attract participants? How would the community be
sustained and flourish? What materials are accepted and what will be avoided? After class they may
redlize their works on the Internet and invite other group members or friends to their community

Activity Two
After designing the community, ask students to set up cyber regulations of their own. Remind
them that it should be specific, direct, terse and clear.



M Practical Reading

This part is designed to help students get useful information by reading visitor’s brochure. Do not
explain the material item by item. Guide students to find useful information from the brochure. To
achieve the aim, more questions may be asked about the details of the brochure. The reading skill of
scanning is used in this exercise.

1. But in this age it’s hard to find a place where you can ge and be yeurself without worrying
about the neighbers. : But in this age, wherever you go and whatever you do you must consider
whether you will disturb others or not.

2. Or will our fear of kids surfing for dirty pictures behind their bedroem deors proveoke a
crackdown? : Or will our fear that children look for pornographic information on the Internet in
their bedroom cause us to take disciplinary actions?

3. it might help to leave behind metaphors of highways and frentiers and te think instead of real
estate. : It might help us to understand what cyberspace is if we think of it as real estate rather than
as highways and fromtiers.

4. In other words, cyberspace is a veluntary destination — in reality, many destinations. : In
other words, cyberspace is a place where people go according to their own will — in fact, in
cyberspace there are many places, not just one.

5. Wt makes cyberspace so -alluring is precisely the way in which it’s different from shopping
malls, television, highways and ether terrestrial jurisdictions. : Cyberspace is attractive, because
it is different from shopping malls, television, highways and other places on earth.

6. Mamy of these services started out unmoderated but are now imposing rules to keep out ... :
At the beginning, these services were not controlled or regulated, but now rules are enforced to get
rid of ...

7. Yhis freedom gives the rules that preside in cyberspace a moral autherity that rules in
terrestrial envirenments den’t have. : This freedom makes the rules in cyberspace have a moral
authority, but in terrestrial environment, these rules don’t have the same moral authority.

8. ... ethers will vestrict access to members who qualify en one basis or another. : ... other
communities will enly allow members in who have the necessary qualifications as judged by the
standard set by the communities.

9. ... split iwto subsets with ever-more-particular interests and identities.: ... branches or smaller
communities are formed in which members’ interests and identities becomne more and more

particular.
10. Or they can wander freely if they prefer, making up their own itinerary. : Or they can go
freely as they wish, deciding where to go according to their own will.



M Suggested Answers to Comprehension Questions

1. The Americans love new frontiers , like to explore, and like to make rules.
2. Cyberspace is the place on earth where you can go and be yourself.

3. Make a comparison between the real estate and the cyberspace:

Real estate Cyberspace

1) an intellectual, legal, amﬁmal - 1) a giant and unbounded world of virtual real
environment constructed on top of land. estate '

2) recognizes the difference between 2) different places for different people and
different places - - different purposes

3) by accident of geography 3) optional

4) has public places to communicate 4) has cyber communities to communicate

5) has security guards and police 5) has their own local government and terrestrial

government .

4. Complete the following chart by referring to the similes used by the author.
Similes Characteristics
They are private; consensual and

'Email conversations  Telephone conversations i _
: require no regulation.

" Information and - Bookstores, malls, movie  Places where you can buy something.
entertainment services houses Items are not given if not requested.

They are the places to commumcate

Cyberspacecommuniﬁes Bars, restaurants, ' Rules are being imposed to keep out
. bathhouses unwanted ads, discussions and
participants.

5. Cyberspace communities evolve just the way terrestrial communities do because people with
like-minded interest band together.

6. What’s unique about cyberspace is that it allows communities of any size and kind to flourish.

7. The rules in cyberspace differ from those of terrestrial government in that they have moral authority.

8. What’s likely to happen in cyberspace is the formation of new communities, free of the constraints

that cause conflict on earth.




13" Word Use
1. jurisdiction 3. hankers after

7. allure

4. beamed
8. bill

2. itinerary

5. subscribes 6. haven

I=5° Word Distinction

Group A

restrict keep within prescribed limits, as of choice or action

bound set a limit to; constitute the boundary or limit of

moderate lessen the violence, severity, or extremeness of

limit stop an amount or number from increasing beyond a particular point
confine keep someone in a place that they cannot leave, such as a prison

1. limits 2. restrict 3. moderate 4. confined 5. bounded
Group B

consensual involving the agreement of all or most people in a group
conscientious careful to do everything that it is your job or duty to do

consecutive following one after another without interruption; successive
consequential happening as a direct result of a particular event or situation; important
conservative not liking changes or new ideas

1. consecutive 2. consensual 3. conservative 4. consequential 5. conscientious

=" Word Comparison

synonym antonym
vulgarity indecency propriety
mundane terrestrial unearthly
irrelevant extraneous immanent
prosperous affluent impecunious
permit sanction proscribe
- credulous unsuspecting skeptical



B Use of English

1. even 2. as 3. that 4. won 5. given

6. young 7. one 8. world/space 9. because 10. as

11. across/throughout  12. still 13. exactly 14. concern 15. response/fact
16. access 17. to 18. led 19. between/into  20. take/get/have
B Text B

1.F 2. T 3.T 4. N 5.F 6. F 7. T 8.T 9. F 10. N

B Practical Reading

1.

On 27 January, one can visit the following exhibits: (1) Mummy: the inside story, (2) Wealth of
Africa: 4000 years of money and trade, (3) Made in Africa — ancient hand tools, (4) Cutting edge:
Japanese swords in the British Museum

. To enjoy African history and arts, one can visit: (1) Mummy: the inside story, (2) Wealth of Africa:

4000 years of money and trade, (3) Made in Africa — ancient hand tools, (4) Tree of Life

. To enjoy Asian arts, one can go to Room 91, 92, and 94.
. Some selected galleries and special exhibitions, some evening events, and the splendid surroundings

of the Great Court, including Shops (except children’s shop), Galleries & exhibitions, Court
restaurant, Court cafes, and Great Court

. A child can go to Gallery Café to eat, or have a picnic at the Ford Centre with his family or friends.

He can go to Great Court Children’s shop to buy souvenirs.

B Practical Writing

1.

Comparison 2. Question 3. Figures and Statistics 4. Restatement 5. Resuit
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Can You Raise a Polite Kid in
This Rude World?

—— Suzanne Chazin

M Suzanne Chazin

Suzanne Chazin is a senior editor of the Reader’s Digest. She was born in Manhattan, New York.
Her book The Fourth Angel was published in 2001, Flashover in 2002 and Fireplay in 2003. She is a
member of the International Association of Arson Investigators and the creator of “Georgia Skeeham”,
fire marshal in New York City. She has unusual access to the inner workings of the FDNY: her
husband is a high-ranking chief and twenty-year veteran of the department, and her research has
included interviews with many of its members. She lives in Westchester County, New York. This
article is taken from the third issue, 1997 of the Reader’s Digest. For more information, please visit

http://www .authorsontheweb.com/features/0102debut/au-chazin-suzanne.

Environmental influence is huge on children’s development. Bad behaviors are infectious,
especially to children. When children are exposed to a rude world, it is hard for them to be immune to
the rudeness around them. Parents are children’s first teachers and they exert a great influence on their
development. Educating children is a big task for parents. In this article the author pointed out the

parents’ responsibility and proposed ways to raise children.

Para. 1 — Para. 4: The author describes her own annoying experience with the rude parents in a
hotel introducing the worries about children’s development.

Para. S — Para. 9:  The bad influence can come from inside the home and outside the home, from
all aspects of life. Parents face a great challenge in educating their children.

Para. 10 — Para. 15: The author argues that parents should set good examples for children to deal

with disappointment and so on. If they expect good behavior from their




children they should improve their own behavior first.

Para. 16 — Para. 22: The author shows giving encouragement and praise instead of orders and
criticism is a good technique to educate children and may bring far better
results.

Para. 23 — Para. 25: The author presents a dining table as a good place for children to learn
etiquette. Parents should realize its importance and make good use of dinner
time to impart their social values and view of social behavior.

Para. 26 — Para. 30: Acquiring good behavior and making them the second nature is a slow process
which takes a lot of parents’ efforts. Showing their strong love and care by
playing with children can help them learn manners.

B Introducing the Topic
Lead-in Discussion

Before getting to the text the teacher can ask these general questions to see the students’
preoccupations around the topic in their mind. Try to arouse students’ interest in the topic and get their
comments about it. Since some of these questions are related to themselves you can give them more
opportunities to talk by making groups or pairs. Then choose the representatives to report their view.

Word Extension
These are key words in the text. By discussing the definitions with the students and coming up
with the relative words they know, the teacher can help pave the way for a better understanding of the

text.

Il Meeting the Author
Talk about the author briefly in your own words.

B Communicative Activities
In order to save time, students can be grouped to do different activities. Previous preparation is

necessary.

Activity One
In this activity, the father talks about the rudeness he saw on the bus that day. He makes some
comments on it. Also he remembers what his mother told him to do in this kind of situation. In this



