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Preface -1-

Preface

As it is commonly believed, there is fate in the world. In
1984, I visited Australia for the first time as head of a study group
on an academic exchange program, and investigated Australian eco-
nomy, its foreign trade and Sino-Australian relationship. What I
heard and saw personally convinced me that Australia is indeed such
a lucky country, with its vast territory and abundant resources, a
small population, tolerant and practical people, a high standard of
living, and peaceful development over a long period of time. I was
deeply impressed by the economic reform being carried out in Aus-
tralia, the shifting of its foreign trade emphasis to the Asia-Pacific
region, its revitalized economy, and active Sino-Australian trade.

In 1988, the inaugural Australian Studies Conference of China
was held in Beijing. I was invited and attended the conference with
my paper on the Eastward Shift of the Emphasis on the Australian
Foreign Trade Relations. The conference decided to establish a Na-
tional Coordinating Committee for Australian Studies in China (NC-
CASC), and I was elected the committee’ s vice chairman. In the
following year, Xiamen University set up its Australian Studies Cen-
ter, and I was chosen to be its director. I chaired the Second Aus-
tralian Studies Conference held in Xiamen in 1990. The Honourable

Gough Whitlam, former Primer minister and then Chairman of Aus-
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tralia-China Council (ACC), led an ACC delegation to the confer-
ence and donated, on ACC’ s behalf, over 300 books to the Aus-
tralian Studies Center of Xiamen University. Ever since its begin-
ning, the conference has been a biennial event. I have presented pa-
pers at each and every one of them, and have also encouraged my
colleagues to join in the conference with their research achieve-
ments. In this process, I came to know a number of Chinese and
foreign scholars who were doing Australian studies, especially the
Australian friends who have helped deepen my perception about Aus-
tralia.

What merits special mention is the fact that since its establish-
ment, the Australian Studies Center of Xiamen University has re-
ceived the full support of the university management, NCCASAC/
Australian Studies Association of China, and ACC, which has led to
the formation of a research group for the center, consisting of se-
nior, middle-aged and young researchers based in the International
Trade Department, Xiamen University. The center has organized
lectures and courses on Australia, taken part in Australia-related a-
cademic exchange, published Australian-study papers both in China
and abroad. I am delighted that what the center did has been able to
promote mutual understanding between the Australian and the Chi-
nese pecple.

I have been studying the Australian economy and foreign trade
for a long time. As time went by, I felt increasing keenly the urge
to select some papers written by research workers both at the Aus-
tralian Studies Center and in other departments of Xiamen Universi-
ty, and compile them into a collection on the evolution of the Aus-

tralian economy and trade, and Sino-Australian relations.
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Structurally, the book I have so compiled here is divided into
two parts: Part One in Chinese with 17 papers, and Part Two in
English with 11 papers. All the English papers were delivered at
successive Australian Studies Conference of China, and have been
revised for this book. The Chinese papers were already published in
China or overseas, among which the text for 8 are now somewhat
different from their English version. This is to suit the needs of Chi-
nese readership in relation to Chinese publications. All papers have
given their sources of quotes.

In terms of content, papers in this compilation are grouped into
3 categories: the Australian economy, Australian foreign trade, and
the relations between Australia and China. Most of them provide, to
varying degrees, the domestic and international political, economic
and cultural background on the three subjects. The papers mainly
focus on the development of the Australian economy, its foreign
trade and Sino-Australian relations in the 20% century, particularly
since the 1970s during which period the Australian Government
adopted a series of important measures of political and economic re-
form. Major reforms and developments were as follows: the shift of
Australian foreign policy from following Britain, to staying colse to
both USA and Britain, and then to assertion of independence, fast
economic and per-capita GDP growth which resulted in Australia’s
placing among top developed countries; the industrial restructuring
that moved the stress away form primary industry in favour of sec-
ondary industry, and tertiary industry in particular; revision of the
long-standing policy of social protection, and reduction of high tar-
iff; diversification in international market exploitation with the em-

phasis of foreign trade transferred from Europe to the Asia-Pacific
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region; further improvement of financial system and introduction of
floating exchange rate systern; rapid expansion of and rise of degree
of dependence on foreign trade; the change of cultural and immigra-
tion policy from White Australia to pluralism.

Australia’s relationship with China has witnessed phenomenal
growth since diplomatic links were forged in 1972. The two sides
conduct frequent political, economic, cultural, educational and other
exchanges, and the Australian and Chinese people enjoy profound
friendship and good co-operation. Despite differences and occasional
difficulties, bilateral relations have remained robust and continued to
develop in breadth and depth, a testimony to the strength of their
solid base of shared interests, mutual respect and mutual benefit.

I am so glad that the publication of Australian Economy and
Foreign Trade in Transition— The Enhancement of Relations be-
tween Australia and China has finally made my long-cherished wish
come true. Reading this collection, I should pay my respect to the
teachers and postgraduates of Xiamen University who have been
working diligently on Australian studies. Without their efforts and
research results, my earnest wish would have remained a dream.
Research School of Southeast Asian in Xiamen University studies
Southeast Asia and the issue of Chinese descendents and overseas
Chinese. It enjoys high reputation domestically and internationally.
It also studies Oceania and has always supported our center’s work.
I express my appreciation to the School and the deputy dean, Pro-
fessor Liao Shaolian. I would like to thank ACC for its care and sup-
port over the years for the center’s work, and for the publication of
this book, I owe a lot to Mr. Lyall Crawford, former deputy direc-
tor of the ACC Secretariat. Above all, I am grateful to His Excel-
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lency Mr. David Irvine, the Australian Ambassador to China, for
visiting our center in September 2000 to learn more about what we
were doing, and for his help in solving our problems. For instance,
the financial aid for the publication of this book was provided by the
Australian Embassy in Beijing, and the Australian Consulates Gen-
eral in Shanghai and Guangzhou. I would like to express my sincere
thanks here to the Embassy and the Consulates General. Besides, I
am indebted to several generations of postgraduates who have assist-
ed me and co-operated with me on Australian studies. They are Fu
Guohong, Zheng Jiaxing, Wei Xingyun, Chen Wenhui, Han Bo,
Wang Jian and Xu Meilian. A few more words of thanks go to Xu
Meilian and Sun Sizhong who have helped me compile this book.
Teacher Meilian has assisted me in translation, proofreading and
typing for this book from its planning stage. Sizhong, a postgradu-
ate, did a lot in translation, information gathering, typing and liai-
son. Finally, I wish to thank and to memorize particularly to my
partner, Professor Wu Yuduan, who shared sorrows and joys with
me and gave me great encouragement and assistance in doing this

important profound academic work.

M%WML/

Wei Songshou
30 June, 2001
Australian Studies Center,

Xiamen University, Xiamen, China
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