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CHIPP: A China—made Arena, Reflecting the World

Xu Zugen

The 11th China International Press Photo (CHIPP)
contesl firstly held its judging session in China’ s western
City of Chengdu. Sichuan Province in late March. 2015.
Holding the same motto of “Peace and Development™
as former vears. the 11th CHIPP contest received more
than 30.000 pictures from more than 70 countries and
regions around the world. As thousands of photographers
and photojournalists from various countries and regions
sent their entries as individual entrants. a considerable
number of leading news organizations. such as Reuters,
AFP and EPA. participated in the contest as organizational
entrants by actively sending photos of their photographers.
The submitted photos present the realistic picture of the
political. economic and cultural life and reflect the fight
against war and disaster as well as the pursuit of peace and

development. reflecting many of the major events in 2014.

In the late March this vear. an international jury panel.
which is composed of a total of thirteen photojournalistic
professionals from ten countries and regions around the
world selected 68 pieces of winning works under eight
categories after an intensive 4—dav-long work. The
American photographer John Moore of Getty Images won
the prize of the Picture of the Year with his color photo
FLhola Overwhelms Monrovia. Pholographers from more than
30 countries and regions worldwide are awarded 68 prizes
in the contest this year. hitting the historical high record in

the number of the winning countries.

As the biggest international press photo contest in
Asia, CHIPP has grown into a widely recognized event in
the field of world photojournalism. The CHIPP organizing
committee wishes the contest to become a communication
platform for photojournalists worldwide 1o exchange ideas
and display their photographic works. For all the judging
members who had deeply engaged in the judging session.
the contest is not only to elect the best pictures. but also to
communicate and learn from each other. By selecting and

showing the works. the judging committee wants to give its
o =] o

greatest respect to photojournalists who are trying hard. All
jury members would like to see more photographers joining

the contest by summiting more works in the future.

The judging session and the winning results were highly
concerned by both domestic and international media. with

various mainstream news organizations from North America.

Europe. Asia—pacific and Africa covering the contest. More
than 200 news outlets all over the world reported the contest
in different languages and angles. The important information
implving in the data proves that the brand awareness of the
CHIPP contest, as well as its internationalized genre, has

been further enhanced through vears of efforts.

In fact. the target of the contest is to forge a China—
made arena for the cutting—edge skills and comprehensions
about photojournalism around the world. On the one hand.
The CHIPP aims at electing the best works. building up
universally recognized professional valuation criteria
of its own, as well as striving for the power of discourse
and influence of China’ s photojournalism. On the other
hand. the contest hopes to provide opportunities for all the
photojournalists and photographers around the world to
show their ideas and reinforce communications. Through the
window of the CHIPP contest. foreign ideas and concepts of
photojournalism enter into our world. influencing our thinking
mode and photographic practice: meanwhile, Chinese peers
are able to demonstrate the progress and contribution of
China’ s photojournalism by showing their works to the

world outside.

In the era of new media. what should be done here is to
applaud those photographers who are actively working on the
frontline. risking their life. engaging in the hard work and
shooting for the best picture for the world. At the same time,
we also encourage the new blood who freezes news moments
by new means and new devices. Moreover. we would even
pay higher respects to those traditional photographers who
have the courage to venture and overturn old logics and old
practices. In the contest this year. Nikita Dudnik. a Russian
photographer working for AP, won the gold medal in the
category of Nature and Environment Singles by the work
Hailstorm taken by a smart phone. It is the first time for a
phone—made picture to win a prize in the CHIPP contest.
Actually. encouraging various types of creative ideas. creative
thinking. creative skills. as well as creative representations
for journalism, exactly reflect what the platform of the CHIPP
is seeking and pursuing throughout the past and into the

future.

(The author is the Director of China Photojournalists

Society.)
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Floris Bonneville (France)

Founder and Former Managing Director of

Gamma Photo Ageney
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Independent Multimedia producer
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Deputy Director. Photo Department.

Ninhua News Agency
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Former Photo Director. USA TODAY

d3C - FhdiR (k)
it 8 #E gk b R
Kevin Frayer (Canada)

Photographer. Getty Images in China
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Liang Dongping (Taiwan, China)

Former Director. International News Department.,

China Times Express

Huang Wen (China)
PH. D.

General Secretary. China Photojournalists Society
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Eileen Mignoni (USA)

Advisory Council Member, Alexia Foundation

Independent Visual Multimedia Producer
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Amr Nabil (Egypt)

President and Founder of Egyptian Photojournalist Society
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Damir Sagolj (Bosnia and Herzegovina)

Senior Photojournalist. Reuters
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Yan Zhigang (China)

Assistant Editor-in—Chief and Photo Director

of Sina.com
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Zheng Shiming (China)

Executive Director and General Secretary.

China City Newspaper News Photography Society
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The judging committee of the 11 China International Press Photo Contest (CHIPP 2014)
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Ebola Overwhelms Monrovia
John Moore (USA)
Getty Images

eh (L) stands ¢ dlb m after he fell, knocking him un

classroom on August 15
In the summer of 2014, Monrovia, the Capital of Liberia, became the epicenter of the West African Ebola ep
the worst in history. Although previous rural outbreaks were more easily contained, once the virus !

via's dense urban environment, th Ults w ( ribed by Medecins Sans Frontieres
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The Last Moment
Valery Melnikov (Russia)
RIA Novosti
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