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Abstract

Since its establishment in 2012, this is the third year for the Center for
Myanmar Studies of Yunnan University to responsible for the annual report on
Myanmar’s national situation. As the most influential domestic academic institution
for Myanmar study, we have the obligation to provide the most frontier and
authoritative research results for those concerning situations in Myanmar. The
Annual Report on Myanmar’s National Situation (2013 —2014) , which includes three
parts, is the second one of the series of reports on Myanmar.

Part I is the General Report. Myanmar’s development went smoothly in
2014, with the political and economic transformations have been put forward in
the predetermined direction and progresses have been made in all of the political
economic and diplomatic fields. A series of significant events have taken place. EU
replaced its economic sanctions on Myanmar with MFN status; President U Thein
Sein made a historic visit to the US; Myanmar hosted the 27" Southeast Asian
Games successfully as the chair of ASEAN in 2014. For domestic affairs, Myanmar
made efforts to promote political reform, demotic peace process goes forward in
twists and turns. The speeding up of privatization and economic restructuring has
brought vitality to Myanmar’s economics. While made great progresses, Myanmar
has also faces some new problems. The Myanmar Government suffered great
pressures from ethnic and religious conflicts. In order to seize a favorable position
in 2015 election, Myanmar’s domestic political forces rivaled with each other
openly and secretly on issues like constitutional amendment.

Part Il is Topical Reports, which is of the same style as the annual reports for
the past years. We try to take into consideration the comprehensiveness and
timeliness while show our academic thoughts on relevant issues. This part
introduces Myanmar’s politics, economics and diplomacy in 2014. There are

several research papers closely related to Myanmar’s development. For politics,

005



MEBEE

there are three papers relevant to conflicts on constitutional amendment, the
development of Myanmar’s think tanks as well as reform prospects. The
constitutional amendment is a focus issue, as it directly concerns whether Aung San
Suu Kyi can run for presidency and NLD will boycott the 2015 election or not. In
Rival on the Amendment of the 2008 Constitution among Myanmar Political Forces and the
Development Tendency, Song Qingrun analyzes the essence of the constitutional
amendment and makes reasonable forecast about its development tendency.
Domestic and foreign scholars have done lots of analysis and researches on
Myanmar’s political reform in recent years. In Myanmar’s Reform: Current Situation
and Future Prospect, U Ko Ko Hlaing shares his understanding. As the senior advisor
of President U Thein Sein, U Ko Ko Hlaing has participated throughout the
formulate of major reform measures in Myanmar’s political transition. He makes a
comprehensive introduction of Myanmar’s political transition, which is helpful for
us to understand the occurrence and development process of Myanmar’s political
transition, as well as make accurate judgments on its future development. Due to
their important role in Myanmar’s political transition, Chinese scholars started to
pay attention to Myanmar’s think tanks, which are developing rapidly. Based on
studies on the management modes, representatives and achievements of Myanmar’s
major think tanks, Zhang Tian makes in-depth analysis on problems facing the
development of Myanmar’s think tanks and their influences on China — Myanmar
relations In The Rise and Activities of Myanmar’s Think Tanks.

Myanmar’s Economic Reform and Development in Fiscal Year 2013 — 2014, which
is jointly written by Zou Chunmeng, Xue Xiyue and Xu Qingyuan, is the sole
paper focusing on Myanmar’s economics. It points out that creating job
opportunity and improving people’s livelihood are still the priorities. Myanmar
Government made more efforts to support domestic SMEs, improve economic
transparency and reform tax and finance systems. Myanmar’s economic
development yielded decent results through a series of reforms. GDP continued to
maintain a rapid growth, major industries like agriculture, oil and gas, electricity,
telecommunications and tourism gained development in varies degree, and foreign
investment and trade increased significantly compared with the previous fiscal year.

The authors believe, Myanmar can maintain rapid economic development as long
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as it keeps political and social stability.

There are three papers focus on Myanmar’s diplomacy in part II. Myanmar’s
diplomacy made great achievements in 2014. The reform over the past more than
two years brought Myanmar considerable progresses in politics, economics and
society, which has been widely recognized by the international community.
ASEAN highly appreciates Myanmar’s development in recent years. Mpyanmar’s
relations with the US and EU improved greatly after they further lifted sanctions on
Myanmar. In addition, China — Myanmar relations gradually got over the adverse
impacts of Myanmar’s transition and began to re-stable. In Myanmar’s Diplomacy in
2013 -2014, Li Chenyang and Song Shaojun make comprehensive overviews on
Myanmar’s diplomacy, especial its new changes and characteristics. It points out
that Myanmar’s diplomacy maintain a good momentum this year. Mpyanmar
strengthened its friendly exchanges with neighboring countries and improved
relations with major Western countries and international organizations. With the
advancement of Myanmar’s political transition, more and more Western countries
and international organizations will lift their sanctions, which will create a favorable
external environment for Myanmar’s development. In China — Myanmar Relations in
2014 Intimacy and Hidden Worries, Song Qingrun fully affirms the development of
China — Myanmar relations. Meanwhile, he believes China should take effective
measures to address the problems of Northern Myanmar situation and the
detenioration of China’s image among Myanmar civilian. According to the opinion
of Wang ZiChang in ASEAN Chair and Myanmar Diplomacy, Myanmar takes ASEAN
chair as a diplomatic platform. By listing the South China Sea issue as a topic in
ASEAN Summit and publishing the Summit communiqué and the Chairman’s
Statement, Myanmar successfully balanced the relations among ASEAN nations and
the relations between ASEAN and its partner countries. The successful holding of
several significant conferences and granting some Rohingya citizenship shows the
international community Myanmar’s administrative capacity and determination to
solve human rights issue. As the ASEAN chair, Myanmar achieves its objectives of
enhancing ASEAN unity and ASEAN's relations with partner countries,
demonstrating Myanmar Government’s ability and improving international image.

Part [l is Appendix, which collects papers and reports translated by young scholars
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Yang Xiangzhang, Zhang Rongmei and Zhang Jinglu. All those papers and reports in
this part are research results of famous Western scholars and institutions on the newly
situation in Myanmar. In Refighting Old Battles, Compounding Misconceptions: The Politics
of Ethnicity in Myanmar Today, which focuses on the increasing serious ethnic and
religious conflicts, Robert H. Taylor points out that the development of Myanmar’s
political democratization will be heavily impacted if such situation couldn’t be
reversed. The report Political Reform and Ethnic Peace in Burma/Myanmar: The Need for
Clarity and Achievement by TNI-BCN highly appreciates the achievements of
Myanmar’s new government led by U Thein Sein. It holds the opinion that it’s of
great importance for Myanmar to connect political reform with national
reconciliation , as political reform only can achieve its objectives when the interests of
minority groups have been taken into consideration. High Risk of Electoral Violence in
Myanmar, which is jointly written by Marte Nilsen and Stein Tennesson focuses on
high risks of the 2015 election. It gives short-term and long-term recommendations
based on comprehensive analysis on high risk factors, such as divergence between the
military and armed ethnic minorities, religious conflict and relations between NLD
and USDP. Hard Choices Posed by the “ Myanmar Spring” explores major challenges
facing Myanmar's political development. By analyzing theory of political transition,
the author shares the opinion on choices for Myanmar’s transition in the future.
The process of preparing the annual report is also the process for us to make
comprehensive analysis and summary on Mpyanmar’s development. Overall,
Myanmar took big steps forward in all aspects, which has been demonstrated by the
continued political and economic reforms as well as the normalization of diplomatic
relations with Western countries. Additionally, the international academia has
strengthened researches on Myanmar. Although have made progresses and
achievements, China’s studies on Myanmar are weaker compared with those of
major Western countries or even our neighbor Japan. We have to strengthen
studies on Myanmar and enhance judgment capacity on the development of

Myanmar’s situation.
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