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GENERAL PREFACE

With the accelerating integration of the world culture, the young
readers are in great need of a concise and authoritative edition of world
children’s literature. For this reason, we reedit and reprint the series The
Great Picture Treasury of World Literary Masterpieces for Children to
meet their needs.

The series consists of five hundred and ninety-two famous children’s
literary works of the world, taking the history of development of children's
literature as its thread. It is divided into five sets: The Picture Treasury
of World Fairy Tales, The Ficture Treasury of World Fables, The Picture
Treasury of World Myths, The Picture Treasury of World Folktales and
The Picture Treasury of World Scierice Fiction Stories, fifty-two volumes,
fourteen thousand and three hundred ninety pictures in total.

The series is one of the major national publishing projects. Since its
publication, it has been well received by the reading public and has been
awarded eighteen prizes including eleven national prizes.

Now it is reprinted with a new binding to meet the needs of readers.
The series adopts the large thirty-two-mo format throughout. The binding
is exquisite and original, the pictures lively and vivid, the language
succinct and clear. It is written both in Chinese and English so that
readers can learn English while they appreciate the works. We hope
the collection will be an elegant wark of art and high-quality gift for your
relatives and friends.

The Editors
November, 2011
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PREFACE

Dear friends,

Today, we present ta you another precious gift, 7he Ficfure Treasury
of World Science Fiction Stories. This set is the fifth in the series entitled
The Great Picture Treasury of World Literary Masterpieces for Children.
We hope that you will enjoy them.

A science fiction story depicts unusual scientific fantasies through
litarary means, It presents man's soaring aspirations to explore, to
understand and to harness nature. It can satisfy your curiosity and thirst
for knowledge and help you iearn scientific knowledge, long for the future
develcpment of science, and enrich your imagination.

The set consists of eighteen world-famous science fiction stories,
including four Chinese ones and presents them in ten volumes. It includes
more than fifteen hundred pictures.

The editor-in-chief of the series is Mr. Yan Wenjing, the Chinese
writer of children’s literature. He has set strict demands on the overall
plan, contenis and compilation and made careful checks to ensure
its quality. The art advisor is Mr. Jiang Weipu, former president of the
Chinese Institute of Picture-story Books.

The set is written both in Chinase and English so that Chinese
readers can learn English while appreciating the works. We have
specially invited Dr. Daniel Downes, an American professor and teacher
of literature, to be the general editor of the translations. He has worked
arduously to ensure the accuracy and standardization of the English
translations in the book.

The Editors
November, 2011
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As soon as she went into Professor Kem’ s room, Miss Marie Loran had a
special feeling, which lasted even after she sat in a leather round-backed arm-
chair complying with the professor’s wish and looking around while he read a
letter. She felt the professor himself was the same as a mask created by a sculptor
of cubism for decoration. And what he said to her was really equally the same:he
put forward the requirements of working for him after telling her the salary and
the conditions—she had to keep silent. How odd!
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Then Professor Kern told John, his black servant, to take Miss Loran to visit
his laboratory with a dissecting table right in the middle of the room. The labora-
tory was leaded with various instrwments, all of which she had seen before in her
medical institute. But, she was dumbfounded suddenly when she turned her face.
My God! There was a head without a body on a square glass plate. The head was
gazing at her solicitously and sadly.
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Loran stared at the blue eyes in the head like one possessed. Suddenly, the
head moved its lips and spoke inaudibly. Loran was so overwhelmed that she
almost fell into a swoon. John hastened to help her out of the laboratory. Profes-
sor Kern told her that was his colleague, Professor Tauvel’s head , and he revived
his head according to Tauvel’s will when poor Tauvel suffered from an incurable
disease and continued to do researches on head transplants,
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Loran was formally employed. Professor Kem explained to her the operat-
ing methods of the taps in the jugs and warned her not to tum on the thick tube
leading to the throat. Her job was not complicated. What she had to do was to
care for the instruments that supported the life of the head during the day. John
would take over her job at night. Loran became familiar with the head only after
two weeks. They could communicate through facial expressions and glances.
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Complying with the instruction of Professor Kern, Loran took a big heap of
the latest medical books and periodicals every morning for the head to read. He
read them roughly one by one and moved his brows when needing to read care-
fully, so Loran put the article on the reading stand and tumned pages according to

the movements of his eyes. She also made various signs on the margin with pen-
cil according to the hints of the head.
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One day,Loran asked the head why he marked on certain places of the
treatise when she found Professor Kern copied out the marked places on ancther
paper by chance. Professor Tauvel directed her to turn on the tap of the thick tube
earnestly with a demanding and impatient expression on his face. At last Loran
turned on the tap carefully. The head uttered a weak voice from his throat imme-
diately, “Than—k—you—. ”
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Loran built up further friendship with the head after only another week
when she found the secret of the tap. They talked to each other,and the head
poured out his heart:how he dreamed of his wife and the son who had graduoated
from university , how he longed for the wave and the field:----- Fror then on, she
went home distractedly every time, and often had nightmares in which her kindly
mother often stood beside her bed and stroked her hair in an agitated manner.
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One day,Loran read a research treatise written by Professor Kern from a
medical magazine,in which all the quotations were underlined by her according
to the head’ s instructions. She told the head her findings in the second day and
asked the cause of Professor Tauvel s death. The head told her he suffered from
an asthrma attack with Kem beside him, But his head had been separated from his
body when he had been revived from a painful death.



