NEW ENGLISH
[DIOMS
DICTIONARY

=W ENG! ‘ﬁh ‘
NEW ENC { : | %
V.ENGLISH ii S ( h Fl ) b = : IDIOME { - ENC
: : ID | s LISH G TR ENGLISH IDIOM ¥ NEWE
SSHIOMS DICTIONARY NE . ~NARY NEW EN
i, o2 aiesssovi e mm it a HCTIONARY NEW ENC
EWVt SLi8H IDIOMS DICTIONARY N
SH IDIOMS DICTIONARY NEW EN
D \JM?: DICTIONARY NEW ENGLISH




RE A RXEHRT
« b -



BHERS%B (CIP) ¥iE

RS AR E M P g, —IbR . PEARKEHARM, 2011
ISBN 978-7-300-15023-9

1.O%- 0.OF- I OHE—HLSIWE—FR V. DH313.3-61

T E A B BECIPEIRET (2011) 42709718

BRITRIE S IFAM
x &K EmE

BlES DR (kAL E$r)
& E B H(FPRIFR)
BEA (fdARA KBS )
BEAE (ML Fr)
BARE (THEIXF)
Zuixin Yingyu Xiyu Cidian

HAREST PEARKES R

# # dEmRA RIS EBEI4RE 100080
::] iE 010-62511242 ( B4R=E) 010-62511398 ( FREH )
010-82501766 ( HRIES ) 010-62514148 ([ JHIE)

010-62515195 ( X472\ ) 010-62515275 (¥SARAEH: )

=] Ht  http:// www. crup. com. cn
http:// www. ttrnet. com ( AKEBFH )
g $H FedE
B Rl BN EMERIARA A
M 148 mm x 210 mm 32F 4 R & 2011 F12881R
Bl 3 14625 Bl &R 2011 12 A 1KETRY
£ % 455000 E it 28807

IRARFT I BRI 5T Ep 3R - DLV e



FRiEE M, REEVARSIFAE (UTHER “JE )
X M T AL AR B ST IE R el B S R L A B BRI, AR AR
FEATRBEEREES. A TRYEIE, FEHIGEHRMN, HER
AR, EERNER, WERIGARE R AW RE; BAEMIA
HWEX 5B ANAERZE/LF, EERA - EXB. XRATHBAWE
XALBERE .t , “let the cat out of the bag” B4 “HBABE . WRHK",
HRRXNIEHENE B o “RF” BFHET; ERILEFW, ©
s B e RF REME,

ATHRFHRHEREEES, RN EHTHEXBFERAES S
EHEEAA R, BERXEKEENHFEEEEFN, RONOLERE
B —-kEA, WBEE, TEHERAHE, TURNCAEECNFE
TEWEES X,

REIBHRBELLNTT, A(EE) 285G, NEREF 2L
ROE; HuE, WRETELER, AlLEER. FE. FERT+
W%, DELANBHEERER, B TFTREERETRE, 116
WHEAFTEERS A, RROE, RNEBELEFHARBE
—MER T X MR E R ERA T K,

B ERRETEEHLFANRKNS I E (‘bury the hatchet”), # 2
FEEMNFERAR D LEE (“chillout”), F—UJEHHRATUNERE
FHEAMBEE L, #FRE (“snug as a bug in a rug”, “spick-and-span”),
FEJEHAFERRSREFHEEN, TRBERES, F—RERH
B ERXFEIRBNIATMEENRA TR, WL EWR 2
ERREEREHRRY, BV ERENREIE, RERFABLRIWL
WHINEHEHRENEZERE, BELAFSIERENRMEEHEAT
kW, FEIJEWNERATUEHBBR TSN EFE. #FIHR,
B — B4 TR

HRETIBRE TR ZEENFALERNTREAA SR LR
EWEAR, RNXAFRARRERBET RN ZEZWERE,

KRB EEE B HEZ W 700 £ U LW T EFRET H 4.



2 HRHFFEIEIBEM

ERRERE; KANOEHRFLRARELBHRNERTEAS
W X B %, HFFUERE.

KEEESYTEW, ECWFSEIREREFTEZHNBERE, X
AHBPZEGE R ERBLEE, RACEAMEILEEENRE
N RF TR,

T HFECEN, BINBHBIES MR EANEEFERFTAA
FZUEB R, wREFEENFIAIERNE X FEL, CREEA
HHEANEN ERBXNIEWEN R AN EANFHT, #lm,
3% “throw a monkey wrench into the works” Bt &R EFZHAE T K
THWESLEFRBACHAENAD,

B GEREBEANAIEF—HANERZE LA AR XA RE
WES B, TREBEXFHRFZNTHAANIE, £EK
"ABALERB/BTTENEHL K, EXEREI M4, “Throw
a monkey wrench into the works” 4. [& 4 # Ll & “throw”. “monkey”.
“wrench” = # “works” & E &M,

REERESELTHMN, Ao, —ADAXiELFE R FAILX
WIELEE, BEXMER, KAELAGRTHENWTIE, |
HERARMP|RIANTELE, BARXEW S —L£EXIIE, G
FEH DA B A Xk MR

RARBYREEBEEC SR EELEERFNARE —LNER
Hfi, MIIZFEXRBFELIBNFEZLRMARANANEREE, UR
MHTRMNERGERREERTEF L, AFFHEEZS, Bt
FEARAFHRHNZERE, IXXFAHRYRIFEUR) K
HWFTEER, RETTHEOTXFLHERE,

Wig4E0, EAREN., REFELF. 2R WRFHELTE
RAFHARELIBRFRET EANH Y, RAE%—FFTREH,

Eitiig
2011 £ 11 A 11 BFHM



e 14

c T T P L PP e T PP PP LY L PP ST P VLT PEPERTRTPLTIN o% |

) T T P PP P PP P PP PP TP PP PP I TPPPPPTPN 89

- 104

135

mrnasres sasEmsEseensmansavIuENRnRARNS.

[ [T .- 250

295

348

v HaEseeniaaireersrenten i rasR s T sa R ar e e E sy

392
Keyword Index - e 490

T




Ace up your sleeve HIREZE, HEWIt, T
I don’t know how Henry is going to get his mom to buy him a bike, but

I’m sure he has an ace up his sleeve.

BERBRARTAITEE QSRS BT ATE, 22RK
FRABH M,

a surprise or secret advantage, especially something tricky that is
kept hidden until needed

— M E TR E RS, RHE-EAREANEERRS
FHERTE

» Origin: Back in the 1500s most people didn’t have pockets in their
clothes, so they kept things hidden in their sleeves. Later on, magicians
hid objects, even small live animals, up their sleeves and then pulled them
out unexpectedly to surprise their audiences. In the 1800s dishonest card
players secretly slipped a winning card, often an ace, up their sleeves and
pulled it out to win the game when nobody was looking.

> iEE: 16 HHEMBRERESREFRITALR, FUAMEERAERE
#WMrE, ERERMEMIIGER, L2/, HEEMTE, R
JE R/ N AR R LA S AR ISR, . 19 THH4D, —2R
BSFHERAN A A 8, ERL S (FEaPEAR
F), BAEMTE, BRFAER N EEFALE.

Achilles’ heel W88 R ( £ ARMEREF B/NMEBHAIESR )

I’'m an A student in math and science, but English is my Achilles’ heel.
R E LB, 2R ELZRGHR,

the one weakness, fault, flaw, or vulnerable spot in one’s




2 REFERIBEIERR

otherwise strong character

FEAE—HHH. BHRRF A

P Origin: In The Iliad, the famous story about the Trojan War by the Greek
poet Homer, Achilles was a great hero and warrior. However, he had one
weak spot, the heel of one foot. When he was a baby, his mother wanted to
be certain that her son could never be harmed so she dipped little Achilles
upside down in the magical River Styx. Wherever the water touched his
body, he became invulnerable. But since she was holding him by his heel,
that part of him never got wet. Years later Achilles was killed in the Trojan
War by an enemy who shot a poisoned arrow into his heel.

> EIER: (BRIERED, AR URR RS R G SO SE v, AHAE AR
Lotk P BT R R R R RS R L. 2H TIRAN, &
AABIISE A, HIEE. BTEEEN/NURHRE, MhERESES T ikfix—
HEAZAEMYIE, BEMK— REE, OB S5REER KX
Ko FLR2FREIKR G B AL A SRR W . SR Al B R BT i
MHBENE A REE. BFERE, FREaESed, ARG T
BT BEE, B kiR .

Action-verb ldioms 174 3hiA 318
Most people want action-packed lives, from “splitting hairs” to a
humongous “hitting of the jackpot.” Many idioms contain the names of
action verbs. Some action-verb idioms in this book are:
REBNEBA LS —F “action-packed( BT R EREAY, BINLETA BT )
AT, BN “splitting hairs ( XA B IE R 48502 F1S 8 AR4K )" 2 “hitting
of the jackpot ( K%, fTKiE, KK ) #HAEAER. BELIiE
HEEFT R FEPEEITEE .
Beat around the bush Sl , #EHkfA
Beat the band & XU, EEiHh
Carry the ball fifE 5T
Climb the walls £ A, BIF
Drive a hard bargain FR4t, 18X} 7823287 % 444
Drive you up the wall f# A Z3F, ‘B, B
Hit the books FITHZ Y, #ERTIE
Hit the ceiling 1A KR, KEERE



Hit the hay b FREEHE

Hit the jackpot K3, f7KiE, KIFKMI

Hit the nail right on the head i&5 ', EHEE
Hit the road 3%, #h&

Hit the roof FAR AR, HHEzh

Hit the spot fEATRE, EAFTE

Jump off the deep end FIEMHE, NEER; WHHS, BREg%
Jump on the bandwagon B KHE, HEHH

Jump the gun 1

Kick the bucket —#rISIE, SE8T, EEAE, WEE
Kick up a fuss KWK, gt

Play both ends against the middle BP0 H A, RSEEARS, MaS757)
Play fast and loose 5%, HKVE, Tk

Play second fiddle f{ —#1F, #EIF, BREME
Play the field BFEARE—, =025

Play with fire Zt:k, Bk

Pull a fast one k3R, A%

Pull no punches ALK, AF T BIF

Pull out all the stops 477 DAk

Pull strings B /59

Pull the rug out from under you #5 &, #IRiTRi
Pull up stakes T8, #&K, Wi

Pull yourself together 51 154%

Raise Cain 5255 E., MZF, MbH

Raise the devil XMIRFERE, Hil1EHRHAL

Raise the roof KA, MEIX

Run circles around someone K KMt imiEidit
Saw logs FTRF

Scratch the surface i TR, IEH KR

Sling hash 44H S & R AR5 5

Strike a happy medium 374, ARG

Strike while the iron is hot. T4k,

Throw a curve 1%, B, WA, iEABRE
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Throw a monkey wrench into the works %, W3, BH#E, T¥

Throw caution to the wind ANE—4], FEITH

Throw cold water on something J&¥% 7K, f#ilt<

Throw in the towel IAH, B3+

Throw the baby out with the bathwater ¥f/NZZE RIVEERK —EEH; R
FAG

Add fuel to the fire X %l
I was already angry with you, and when you forgot to pick me up, that
really added fuel to the fire.
ROBBEMRBAT, KXETHA, XRE KRR
to make a bad situation worse; do or say something that causes
more trouble, or makes someone angrier
EED F R FEERG N, B SiFR S E s RS, &R
EREANEES
» Origin: Thousands of years ago the famous Roman historian Livy used
this expression. If you pour water on a fire, it goes out. But if you put fuel
(like coal or wood) on a fire, you make it burn hotter and brighter. If “fire”
represents any kind of trouble, then anything you do to make that trouble
worse is “fuel.” A similar expression is “fan the flames.”
> iER: JLTERT, BSERHREREZEY FEXNE. WR%E
K EBEK, K BEREGBK ., BEMELE X EIRIMREL (AR . A8 ),
KHSHRE, BRI K7 RBEM—FRE, BAEMLLX ARSI
RERRSTEER TR R, R FIE S A

Afraid of your own shadow FE/NMAZER), BEAE KM
My dog was afraid of its own shadow when it was a puppy, but now it
barks fearlessly at the biggest dogs.
RO DFDEBRAELOTHYTFREEN, ARECEMERD G
AR R o
very easily frightened, especially of small or imaginary things
RE 5 ZAT, THREALS/MIREREASNFENEY
2]

P Origin: Shadows can be scary. Horror movies, for instance, are full of



A S5

fearsome shadows. They sometimes make you hold your breath and jump
out of your seat in terror. Umbra, the ancient Latin word for “shadow,”
also means “ghost.” There are real things in this world to be fearful of, but
if someone is afraid of his own shadow, then he’s a very jumpy, nervous

person who panics easily.

> EE: X THERREAEREBM, HmEREEE B4 4 A
EBERREE T FIRIRS BT REE WA EBEEXR.
Umbra EXAMAER T IHFRARE T, W7 “WR” WER, Xitt b
BB — PR HEYMERRI T Z BI], HEMFEACHY
THESEEAD, BERMMIR. HiRAE. BRETFZA,

Air your dirty laundry in public R A4M%
My upstairs neighbors fight a lot and air their dirty laundry in public.
REBRLGFEGFRECH, ERRXEHLETHNEGLE,
to talk about your private disagreements or embarrassing matters
in public, usually while quarreling
KRN BLSRERMOEFAZ T A, RHBFEVIRARHE
P Origin: Picture this: instead of hanging your freshly washed laundry on a
clothesline, you hang your dirty clothes out there in the air for all the world
to see. Wouldn’t that be embarrassing? Imagine that your “dirty laundry”
represents secret personal matters and that “to air” them means to discuss
them out loud for any one to hear. Some people use “air your dirty linen in
public.”
>iRIE: BR—T, RIEREEEKR, TIERESTTes0RR, 2
HERKE L, FEMARERD, RARESXERELKED &
BARK “BARER” RBOIARERIE, “EXWE" EIIEREEX
SR A PR FTA M ANT, %8 A “air your dirty linen in public”
XNMEE, BRE K.

An albatross around your neck %, 138
Everywhere I go, my mother makes me take my bratty little sister. She’s an
albatross around my neck.
REREMEL, BABBAGEEF EEMR A E 6k, AZNRH,
a very difficult burden that you can’t get rid of or a reminder of
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4

MBS RS

something you did that was wrong

—MEBAERRE, SREEEAM T HEFNRA

» Origin: In 1798 the English poet Samuel Taylor Coleridge wrote his
most famous poem, “The Rime of the Ancient Mariner.” In the poem a
young sailor shoots a large seabird called an albatross. In those days that
was considered very unlucky. Sure enough, a lot of bad things happen to
the ship, and the crew blames the young sailor. They hang the dead bird
around his neck.

> iEIR: 1798 4F, KEFAEZUR - B - FRBBER T B E S
HIFRFE CEAFIk D). FERHE T —RFEREKTFHIET —FmifE
KBRS, XIS RERRAE, T 240 EsE &4
THZARNE, HLHAKASEBESIMNMERIKTE, FHEIRA
TR RS HAEMRET L.

All ears B ; KEHIRW

You said you had something important to tell me. I'm all ears!
HIARAELNEZLFR, REFRAKT!

eager to listen; sharply attentive; curious
CED o AR SHEV; JIEEE; T

P Origin: the car is the organ by which a person hears. So, if we
figuratively say that you’re “all ears,” it means that at that moment you’re
keenly listening to whatever is being said. It’s as if no other part of your
body mattered except your ears. This idiom is about three centuries old.
>iRIE: HARBRANTHESE. Fik, R Ryig <2
SHEHL", W —ZARESH T E, BIFERER T ELL
SRS ERERARET, XNIBEBELSEARY=AHEM
s,

All that glitters is not gold. [AXHI K HBREEF.

Denis bought a bracelet that looked great online, but when she got it, she
realized that all that glitters is not gold.

FERMAER X T ANERKBBEGTEH, 25T FEHaHEL X
X E IR R RAEAR

Something that seems attractive and valuable at first might turn



out to be worthless.

E—IRELEMIIAEEH. BERMRFLFR LR HE—3
ME,

» Origin: This expression comes from the late Middle Ages (the 1400s)
and teaches us that appearénces can be deceiving. This famous saying

appears in various forms in many other languages. The great American
author O. Henry (1862—1910) wrote a short story about people fooled
by what they thought would be a quick way to make lots of money. The
story was called “The Gold that Glittered.” Gold miners in the old West in
the mid-1800s discovered this lesson the hard way. Some spotted chunks
of glittering yellowish rock and thought that it was gold, but it was only
fool’s gold, an almost worthless brass-colored mineral called iron pyrite.
They were very disappointed, as anyone would be who was attracted by
something that appeared to be beautiful or precocious but that turned out to
be useless junk.

> IEIR: XUERETHHERTESFRIMNIREREFREWER. X
MBI EEARNES PTAEARKRE T X REELIERK - F
MeER/DR CREMET ) SR T AR BT Mk ]
BT, EMPERT 19 2 H, HRPEHEHE&EFEBIH S
B TX—N. FEARERESLHRREAZHELR, LES
¥, BEIBFAZABARILFEMENEFCHEY G 113E
WRE, MENAETEREARIEEURN ., BREMZLMER B
S E NS

All thumbs £ F %}
Marco can’t build the model of the atom for the science project. He’s all
thumbs.
L XA RAGRTEMBRMARE R, AREF X,
awkward and clumsy, especially with the hands
ARIER, FHE (CHEENT)
» Origin: Human beings and apes have thumbs; most other animals don’t.
A thumb helps the other fingers pick things up, turn dials, and do other fine
motor tasks. But what if all your finger were thumbs? You’d have a hard
time picking up small objects, keyboarding a computer, doing art projects,
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and so on. That’s why this expression means clumsy at doing physical tasks

with your hands.

> iRR: AAREAEE; REEMMERNYHERE . BHEEY
A PSR, HeshRe A L R A AE 4 LS Shash ik,
BRIRAIRETA K FHER THHE 2B ARV RI/NRTE. #Em
A LA RIS SIERRARBIE R . A MAIZE IR
FIERBFET

Animal Idioms
Most people love animals, from adorable kittens to humongous bulls. Many
idioms contain the names of animals. Some animal idioms in this book are:
MNIREEHERZY, WTZH/INEBIRARAEEHEAER, 5%
JEMAEHIYNIEIR. ABF SR —L 5
As the crow flies SR E £k ; £ EH
Bats in your belfry ##£R1IF %
Beat a dead horse f{TCITh; #3F; ¥R
Bee in your bonnet Z- & 1M EHRAARE: ; BEEA
Bird in the hand is worth two in the bush — & 7£ B XU 7EA4K
Birds of a feather flock together. HJLAEE, ALAEEST.
Bug off BFF, EFF
Bull in a china shop % %
Busy as a bee {3 ANHFF 3L
Buy a pig in a poke § HWE; FRILL4
Chickens come home to roost HYEH 3%, EFARRKRED
Clamup #EAF O, HOART
Crocodile tears #2f AYHRIH, RE&E
Cry wolf i1, RIBEHR
Dark-horse candidate B I {isE A
Dead as a dodo 1B3E, SELAT, BIKESR
Dead duck FEERBE, TEZ AREF
Dog day of summer ={RK, E:EiH
Dog-eat-dog world HAHR A HR
Don’t count your chickens before they hatch. /NS 2 BI5EAES; A
B RATIEE A,



Don’t look a gift horse in the mouth. REXT LYK ERIE

Early bird catches the worm BE K 5 LA Mz, FELR; KEEL
Eatcrow 2%, JEMRt, ZK, BoAINE

Fat cat K=, R

Fish out of water B/K2Z f1, FEFEAERE T AEHETA

For the birds ZXE X, HEWE, MEBAENR

Get your goat fHIEAMIARX, #fh, @5

Go to the dogs W ¥%, KAUNET

High horse BtHSH, RETF

Hold your horses JTESR,, MhL%&RE, HiIg, H=R

Horse of a different color 5222 A —EIH, WNE4FAHAZE

In a pretty kettle of fish Bt4bIR3E, AbSEIRNE

Kill two birds with one stone —f 5, —HiXHE, —2FHE
Knee-high to a grasshopper %&/)>, /)

Let sleeping dogs lie FIEHRE, HFEAIE

Let the cat out of the bag it FEFHZE

Lock the bamn door after the horse is out 25 TC I

Mad as a wet hen .DFAE, KEAMIKR

Make a silk purse out of a sow’s ear REFS A E4%, LEFT
Monkey business #X%%, #ifF, EVEE

Ants in your pants #$8_FRIIDHY; STRE
You never sit still. You must have ants in your pants.
& — L ILAR AR, FRA RS LA,
extreme restlessness; over activity
BHAZT; dER

P> Origin: We can easily imagine where this saying came from. What if

you actually had ants in your pants? You’d find it difficult to settle down.
You’d keep squirming to get rid of the ants. But in China, there is another
saying expressing the same meaning, which is “ants in the hot pan.”

> FR: RIVRESBRBXAN BN LA, RRHEF B T
WFRAT ARIR? IR TR, REA%Z, HEIEELGER
F*o BEFE, AENEXSHAAN—FRETR, BE “AHREWR
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Apple of one’s eye ¥ FFA%; HRHEBEHNA /Y
Kate is the apple of my eye.
YU R A E LA,
a person or thing that is greatly loved, treasured, and adored
EED B EEE . BENSROARY
P Origin: This saying is used in the Bible. Ancient people thought that the
pupil of the eye was solid and shaped like an apple. The pupil (“apple of
the eye”) was precious because without it, you couldn’t see.
> IER: XN EHE (FE) HRIATTAARBEFLZEOH
TEIBREGIER . BEfl (IREEEMER) EEWRESR, BEIRTER
Btk £ TR,

As the crow flies E[4kIERS; LEM; REGHER
Jennifer lives only a few blocks from school as the crow flies.
BRDP YR FROARIEE RENHRE,
by the shortest and most direct route; measured in a straight,
direct line between
BRI ELREERS; WE AP R R R R
» Origin: Most birds, including crows, fly to their destination in a straight,
direct line. They don’t zigzag or take detours. Therefore, they get where
they’re going by the most direct route. People can’t always travel as
directly as a crow flying through the air. They must walk, drive, or ride
following the twist and turns. Measuring distances “as the crow flies” is
often unrealistic because five miles between two points in a straight line
might be ten miles of twists and turns, hills and obstacles.
>iER: REHEE, GFLE, SUESERE VEANM. B
TINAR “z2” FIRRT#H, BA%RIT. Fitk, BfIURERENEELRX
B, AKHHTHREATREBBRSMES P ITIRREER, i
I AE B TR I T B, LA A ) B S B 8 ) 2 754 b Fr9 B
HAEEE—-FHEAARNETX, BAWRAIELRER S KE
B, BISSHRARREER T 10 B, HEH K MHAMBERHERE,



Asleep at the switch FTLZHAF; $#EXRH
Tootsie lost her job because she was asleep at the switch.
B & AR FEMET T4,
not attending to one’s job or failing to react quickly; not being
alert
KEEE O TAEEE IR S RO s RSB B
P Origin: This saying comes from the early days of the railroad (the mid-
1800s). One of a trainman’s most important duties was to switch a train
from one track to another at exactly the right moment. If he fell asleep at
the switch, the train might go off the tracks or crash. Today the meaning has
been extended to anyone who isn’t paying attention and fails to do a job at
the right time.
P IEE: XA IERT R B TR (19 42 80 R ).
— R T AR EE LS BAE IERR A 206 K E N — D BLE 5
FH—APE L, URERGER . —BAEERER MEMREES T, K
ERRBAR R AERE, XA BRI SCRETEM, B3R
NEF KRN EAANETE, BT, HERL.

At the drop of a hat i78)}; B F; EERIREE
Lou would have gone to the football game at the drop of a hat.
F AR % T RRE R SRR,
right away; at once; without delay; willing at any moment
G5 %); Db BEAREE; WA
P Origin: There are many ways to start a race or other sporting event:
shooting a gun, waving a flag, yelling “ready, set, go!” and so on. Years
ago someone would drop a hat as the starting signal, and the contest would
begin immediately. Today if anyone does anything (not just something
athletic) eagerly and on the spur of the moment, we say it’s done “at the
drop of a hat.”
>iFR: T —GRBREHMEFTEIARETA: R, FHK,
W CTRAEITIR . REERTA A ZEFR T MEAFRLENFS,
MBI MG, SRR MESF G- 2hF
123l ), BATSHBXATE.



