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Gritrea: The Poart. of the Red S

PREFACE

The State of Eritrea is located in Eastern Africa facing the Red Sea to the north.

Eritrea has honest and kind-hearted people with beautiful sceneries, colorful national
cultures, traditions and long-lasting civilizations. Eritrea won national independence
in 199k‘g§:he State of Eritrea was founded on May 24, 1993, and therefore is one £f
the yomgest nation states on the African continemt. As Erifrea 8 a ‘foung. statg, most
Chinesé readers still don’t know much about her. As Eritrea is a new developing
country with abundant resources and huge potential for development, and in the

\ meanwhile a country with a long history and civilization dated back to ar_;éi”@ﬂtlytixﬁes,
thississa-countrysworth-knowing and studying in a in-depth way by Chinese readers.

i gh_qggg&;e of th‘e\"autht“)r in.compiling and writing this book is to

1 ' » .l - - = ) 4
from different perspectives<to Chinese readers, and pr.qv’tﬁc them witl

present Eritrea

pinformation
bout Eritrea’§ geography, histdry, gulfure, economic.an d social dev :
Tesou doss-and: practéca}'gufdané’e"for Chinese readers in a obj
"‘ mpfe.hensiv‘e way to the best of the author’s capabilities

resent a diversified, mulﬁ-dimen‘siona[‘ and vivid Entrea to tl":e 1y
.‘ deeper understanding of Eritrea and her people, an}lmhancm
the Chinese and Eritrean peoples. 3

inese and Eritrean peoples are livi o far d by vast

Emperor He and Emperon.Shang, Histofy ‘k : :
read as follows, “In the winter mon!ﬂ of November, the 12th year of Yongyuan Era, 1
two states of Menqi and Doule of the West Regions sent their envoys to the imperial '



-

court to pledge alliance to the Emperor, and the kings of the two states were awarded
with golden seals and purple ribbons”. The 12th year of Yongyuan Era is 100 AD..
Some experts thought of Doule as Adulis, the ancient city-state in Eritrea. In 751
A.D. , or the 10th year of Tianbao Era under the reign of Emperor Xuanzong of Tang
Dynasty, the Battle of Talas broke out between the Tang Dynasty and Tazi (or Arab)
troops. The army of Tang were defeated and a soldier called Du Huan was taken
captive by the Tazi troops. Afterwards, Du Huan stayed in regions rul

such as Central Asia,.WesteWsia ‘

He wrote about 13 codﬁtries in th

ty (I368—~I644 AD. ) rez
that the fleet ca‘me;to t
ut the authenticity of the
eaders ot th' book have
yion Mdiseum in Massawa, one will see a dlsplayed wine-vase excavated
t ngdom of Adulis with the four Chmese characters of ﬁ FA L

way for Aftiea’s
with other C%;Jiliza on

There is another interesting episode in the contemporary history of China-Eritrea
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relatioué. Almost half a century ago, in 1967, a tall, taciturn, and a bit shy 21 year
old yoﬁng man came to China to study in Nanjing Military Academy. He studied hard,
ru:minated all things about China’s construction, its revolutionary history, studied and
grasped the essence of Mao Tsetung Thought. This young man put to practice what he
has learnt in China in light of the realities of Eritrea, led the Eritrean people side by side
with his comrades in arms through decades of arduous armed struggle, and finally won
national liberation and independence. This young man is no one else but the President
of the State of Eritrea, Mr. Isaias Afwerki. His studying experiences in China added yet
another legend in China-Eritrea friendly exchanges and relations. |
Right on the date when the State of Eritrea was founded, China and Eritrea
established diplomatic relations, and mutual exchanges between the two peoples have
become more frequent. One after another new chapters are being constantly added
to the%;changes, say, the Confucius Institute at the Eritrean National Board %r a
Higher Education was established in 2013; the comstrugtiontof the néw cd@npoﬁnd ‘fo“r ,,
the Chiglése Embassy in Eritrea started in 2014, China thus becomes the first country
to construct its own Embassy premises in Asmara; the two Governments signed

an agreement on mutual exemption of visas for holders of diplomatic andservice

i | #Téam called “Brightness Action” came to Eritrea
; Chinese TV

El,éﬁ{g&batfara_ct‘guygeﬁes for lqcal patients; Eri-

] Py a8 ) }
rama series; the two countries understand and support each

tto attend training programs, sports competitions, study in
ébusinesses, visit family members or friends. Many of thi
ildren, been to China or not
China and her people. It is.a common e valking on streets ¥

in Eritrea, some kids will greet him or her with “China” or “Nihao”, some may come
g

closer to shake hands!



travel, and they are mcreasmgly mterested in Iearmng more about Erltrea Chmese
readers are m urgent need of a comprehenswe book about Eritrea. The author hopes to

fill this vacuum by publishing thlS book. This book has neither been done overmght

nor by one writer. This book reflects the knowledge accumulated over the years by

staff members of the Chinese Embassy in Eritrea, teachers of the Confucius Instltutﬁ:

rea, and the author’s

o come for a visit. Eritrea, a country in Eastern Africa on the coast of the
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