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Chapter One

Making Preparations
for Travel
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1. A Brief Introduction
About Tourism
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Nowadays people are getting tired of the dull, noisy and
intense modern life and thirst to return to nature. So during va-
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/cation, ﬁdf.i.l:é oth visit another city or country for enjoyment
: and relaxation. Travel is becoming more and more popular as it
provides people with a good chance to enrich their experience as
¢ well as to go sightseeing.

‘ As a social phenomenon, travel traces to ancient times in
:: both China and the Western countries, when the emperors used
" to cruise, the merchants travelled to trade, the believers went
on pilgrimage, and the aristocracy hunt the woods or mounts.

At that time, however, people travelled by poor transportation

such as the boat, the carriage, or even the domestic animal,
11t which was not convenient.

With the improvement of technology and development of e-
conomy, there appeared the train and the ship, which realized

the dream of travelling abroad or around the world. And the
number of tourists was not limited any longer. On July 5th,
1841, a British man, Thomas Cook, first organized a short-dis-
tance tour of five hundred and forty people by a chartered train,
which is generally acknowledged as the beginning of modern
times tourism. And in 1845, Cook established the first travel a-
gency in the world.

From the end of the second World War till today, the con-

temporary age tourism has been greatly developing and flour-
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ishing. Tourism has become a main industry and plays a very
important role in a country's economic construction.
Tourism generally refers to the industry that provides

tourists with services of transportation, accommodation, cate-
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ring, entertainment and sightseeing. Today’s travel isot vari-

ous forms and contents. Divided by destination, there are in-

ccsnsasparsnssran 1P

ternational tour and domestic tour; divided by form, there are
group inclusive tour and full independent tour; and divided by
nature, there are vacation tour. customs tour, conference !
tour, cultural tour, pilgrimage tour, honeymoon tour and shop-

ping tour.
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Sayings

A He that travels far knows much.
& To see for oneself is worth all the books of travel.
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2. At a Travel Agenéy =
TEMRATH

Perhaps you are going on a journey (Have you got well-
prepared). Or perhaps you are thinking of taking a trip, but
you wonder where to go and how to set about. In this case,
your first station should be a travel agency.

In many countries, more and more travel agencies are be-

ing established to meet the growing need for both pleasure trip |

and business trip. A typical travel agency has a rack of colorful
brochures that illustrate the delights offered by a wide variety
of tours. Many travel agencies are equipped with a computer
terminal which makes possible the immediate reservation for
airline seats, hotel rooms or rental cars.

The main business of a travel agency includes: generating
tourist traffic; organizing tours or arranging all kinds of travel
business; designing and selling tours; and supplying guide
services.

Here is a dialogue between a travel agent and a customer in

a travel agency.

A=the travel agency
W=Mr. Wang. the customer

A. Good morning. Sir. Can I help vou?

i
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gthy wife and I are thinking of taking a trip.

ood morni

Where would you like to go?

. As a matter of fact, we can’t decide the destination. That's

why I'm here.'

: Well, do you want to make an international tour or a do-

mestic tour?

: International tour? No. It’s troublesome. There are too

many formalities to go through’.

: You don’t need to worry too much because we will help you

with them.

: I see.

: We have a nice group tour’ to Thailand. We also have a

cruise to many Pacific Lslands.

: What exactly is included in these trips?

: Group tours incude a first-class hotel, city tours, baggage

handling. and some even include meals. Cruises' indude all
food and a ship as your hotel. You may visit many exciting
ports. We have to know which one you want before we can

tell you everything.

: Any other choices?

Yes. We have several domestic tour routes. Please read

the brochures’.

: +== All sound good. Oh dear, which me on earth® should I

choose?

B
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A. You can take these brochures home and étud;"t'ﬁé!;-fr;
W. That's a good idea.

AR

1. That’s why I'm here. Xt ER XX IILHEHE, |

2.go through (formalities) #-FE(F L), ZF L _FE=F“hE#E
EEL H

3. group tour [ K ¥, 45 5 —BEA — A R RATHRE |
3T R VT RS B FIREY LS -EET N
BAKEE SRR EERR, i

4.cruise A ¥, 45 ¥ Z A1 LA £ [ 893 4 ( a tourist boat ) !
LEAMBORTAAMYE, X2 ML ELNEARK ||
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5.brochure /h it F, B @ & ik # & & ( tourist sites ) ik # /&
# ( tourist activities ) W HE R F , A A —RKEHN LV ER
R % A o A,

6.on earth % #; % &, — #& fu &£ how, why, where, what,
who £ 5 W A U miEiE A . #: What on earth is the matter
there? (BERXRRRETH2%ED
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Saving Farcs

“You'll be pleased with me today, mother,” said Disk to



