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Preface to the Series

As one of the countries with the richest diversity of plant species in the
world, China has more than 35 000 known species of wild and
important cultivated higher plants, among which there are over 15 000
endemic species, forming a complex and unique flora. The ancestors of
the Chinese people created an ancient and splendid agricultural
civilization. They selected and cultivated significant crops like rice,
soya bean, tea, jujube, peach, and persimmon. Among these crops, the
cultivation history of rice can be traced back to the Hemudu culture of
the Neolithic Period around 7000 years ago. Nowadays, rice has
become the staple food for nearly half of the world’s population. With
abundant plant resources and a long history and great culture, China is
renowned as ‘the mother of gardens’ and is one of the seven important

centers of origin for crops in the world.

In order to present the diversity of China’s plants systematically,
botanists from China have made pain-taking efforts to compile a
series of large-volume floras including Iconographia Cormophytorum
Sinicorum, Flora Reipublicae Popularis Sinicae (Chinese version)
by themselves, and Flora of China (English version) with the
collaboration of international specialists. These books are well known
both in China and abroad and have been used extensively for studying
Chinese plants and plants from adjacent areas, these works present the
results of plant taxonomic study and study of plant resources in China
at different periods, and constitute some of the most important large
classic volumes in the field of plant taxonomy. However, in all these
works the plants are only partly illustrated by black and white line-
drawings, unable to present the texture and colour of flowers and
leaves fully in their natural state, and they hardly reveal the spectacular
beauty and fascination of the wealth of plant species.

Most developed countries have colour pictorial books of their plants,
which form greatly desirable works, because they are not only a
presentation of the plant diversity of the countries, but are also an
attractive record of the beauty of the nature. So far, most of the Chinese
colour pictorial books of plants are regional treatments, or concentrate
on particular groups, such as ornamental plants, cultivated crops and
medicinal plants or certain taxonomic groups. As a country with a high
level of biodiversity, China merits a large-scale colour pictorial book
with high appreciation value featuring the wild plants that occur within
its territory.

It is the goal of every lover of plants and plant photography to capture

the essence of plant beauty and make it permanent. In order to fill the

above-mentioned gap, Professor Shenghua WU from Taiwan, planned
and launched the present project. With the joint effort of specialists
from all over China, the scale of the book has expanded from the
initial pictorial book of plants of Yunnan to a many-volume colour
pictorial book of plants of the whole country. Academician Wentsai
WANG of the Institute of Botany, Chinese Academy of Sciences, took
up the post of the chairman of the editorial committee, and the
positions of vice chairmen of the editorial committee were assumed by
Prof. Shenghua WU, Taiwan, and Prof. Zhenyu LI of the Institute of
Botany, Chinese Academy of Sciences. The editorial committee then
selected experienced plant taxonomists as volume editors for each
volume, and invited nearly 200 botanists from mainland China,
Taiwan and Hong Kong to undertake the compilation and reviewing
work for each plant family by volumes. Nearly 400 photographers
provided numerous beautiful full colour plant photos. The well
known zoological and botanical artist, Xiaolian ZENG, kindly
allowed the use of more than twenty of his elegant and vivid plant
portraits in this series.

This whole work is divided into nine volumes, depicting more than 10
thousand species of higher plants from China, dealing mainly with wild
plants, but also including some important cultivated plants, and has
involved the careful selection of nearly 20 thousand photographs. The
system arrangement for plant families are as follows: bryophytes are
mainly arranged according to the system used in Flora Bryophytorum
Sinicorum; pteridophytes are arranged according to the system
proposed by Professor Xianchun ZHANG in A Glossary of Terms and
Names of Lycopods and Ferns (2015); gymnosperms and angiosperms
are arranged according to the system used in A. Engler’s Syllabus der
Pflanzenfamilien (L. Diels, 1936), with the difference that in Volume
III, Ranunculaceae is divided into Circaesteraceae, Ranunculaceae,
and Paeoniaceae, and Magnoliaceae is divided into Magnoliaceae,
Illiciaceae, Schisandraceae, and Tetracentraceae. The higher plants of
China included in this work comprise 383 families; with 100 families
of bryophytes, which represent the majority of the bryophyte families
in China; the others are 40 pteridophyte families, 11 gymnosperm
families and 232 angiosperm families, which represent all the families
distributed in China respectively. The work includes some new
additions of species published since Flora of China, such as Carpinus
insularis, Elatostema globosostigmatum, Micropera tibetica, and new
distribution records for China, such as Trigonobalanus verticillata and

Paphiopedilum gratrixianum.



To facilitate and attract readers from both China and abroad, the text of
this book series is bilingual in Chinese and English, providing the
Chinese name, Latin name, morphological features, flowering and
fruiting season, habitat and distribution.

In the process of compiling this work, Plant Photo Bank of China
(PPBC) and Chinese Field Herbarium, both of which are under the
Institute of Botany of Chinese Academy of Sciences, provided great
help with the selection of photographs, for which we express our
gratitude.
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We also thank National Publication Foundation and Science Press,
Beijing, for their great support for the publication of this book series.

It will be appreciated if mistakes and omissions are brought to our

attention.

Editorial Committee of Higher Plants of China in Colour
31 October, 2015






