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1. A Dialogue About Dong
Fang University
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It’s a matter for congratulation to anyone who has matricu-
lated at a college or university'. To those who are preparing for

a college or university?, it’s natural that they hope to learn
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. The following passage is based on such a background.

~ Mr Ma: Hello, Xiao Li. Long time no see!”

| Xiao Li: Hello, Mr Ma. Nice to meet you.

;i Mr Ma: I hear you've matriculated at Dong Fang University.

It’s really a matter for congratulation.

Xiao Li: Thank you for your praise. I've spent one semester in
the university and I do enjoy my college life there.

Mr Ma: Would you like to tell me something about your uni-
versity? I am interested in it.

Xiao Li: Yes, of course. Dong Fang University is one of the

largest and most prestigious universities in China,

with a history of fifty years. It developed from a for-

mer church school in Shanghai before liberation.
Now,it ranks among the leading universities directly
under the State Education Commission.

Mr Ma: Well, would you like to give me a further description
of its location and campus? My brother is preparing
for university. Maybe, I'll advise him to choose your

university.
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Xiao Li:

Mr Ma.
Xiao Li:

Mr Ma:
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All right, I'll try my best. Dong Faa;l
downtown of Shanghai. It covers about 400 hectares.
The scenery on the campus is really beautiful beyond

description®. The campus is beautifully treed and

vegetated, offering an agreeable environment for

teachers and students.

How about its education?

DFU gains its reputation for offering a first-class edu-
cation. First of all, many of the disciplinary studies it
presents to the students hold the lead in respective
field in China and have achieved international pres-
tige. In addition, the university hires many finest
professors and first-class scholars of the nation in its
colleges and departments. Finally, its laboratories,
library and museum also rank first in the nation. In
short, studying at Dong Fang University is a great
privilege and is always the admiration of many sec-
ondary school students®.

Thank you for your description in detail, Xiao Li. I'll
tell these to my brother and advise him to prepare for

your university.

Xiao Li:You are welcome.
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2. My Alma Mater
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Anyone who has had a college life may find it hard to forget

his or her Alma Mater'. Though I have graduated from college

for many years, the scene of my Alma Mater would lay out® be-

fore me whenever I go back to my college days.

My college is situated in the western suburb of a big city.
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People’s Road. Inside the front gate is an attractive memorial
statue of an old well-known educator in China. To the left of
the statue is a large lawn. To the right of the statue is a spa-

cious parking lot, where there are always various automobiles.

;. Facing the parking lot is the administration building® where
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many of the offices are located. Opposite the administration
building are a few old classroom buildings*,and in between the

administration building and old classroom buildings is a large

square with grass and trees. Across the statue on the far side of
the square is a tall building with a large clock on top, which can
be seen from a distance. East of the clock building is a large
students’ dining-hall in which students have their breakfast,
lunch and supper everyday. West of the clock building is the li-
brary that opens from 8 o’clock a. m. till half past five p. m. on
weekdays. Right next to the library is the museum in which a
great variety of cultural relics®, animal and plant Specimen are
on display. Behind the museum is a post office in which
students send or receive letters and parcel. South of the clock
building is the laboratory building where students usually do
their experiments. Walking east from the lab building, you can
see a few newer class-room buildings, and to the west of the lab
building is a very beautiful flower garden, in which various
fresh flowers are always in full blossom® in different seasons.

South of the lab building is a very large sports ground where
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students usually have their gymnastic classes’ and Vatious ball™,

games,and the college sports® is also held there once a semes-
ter. Walking through the campus, you can see a very beautiful
swimming pool to the west of the sports ground. In summer,
hundreds of students swim in it, and in winter it is a skating
lot® after the water in it is drained. To the south of the swim-

ming pool is an auditorium that has a seating capacity of'® 1.

000. The auditorium faces north, in which the inauguration

ceremony'' and the commencement'? are usually held. Some-
times, students may also enjoy a concert or see a movie in the
auditorium. Opposite the swimming pool are a few students’

dormitory buildings™ . At the southern end of the campus is an-

other gate—the back gate, and on both sides of the gate are a “

variety of food and clothing shops and two bookstores. In be-
tween the bookstores and the students’ dormitory buildings is
the infirmary' that faces west. Students may go to see doctors
there when they are ill.

Outside the back gate is a river called the Bai Long river.
A magnificent range of mountains is on the other bank of the
river. On holidays, students often have their picnics in the
woods on the banks of the river or go mount-climbing.

Oh, what a picturesque view* ! How nice it would be if I

could have a stroll'® again on the campus of my Alma Mater!
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