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Abstract

There has been nearly seventy years of history for the research on Chinese archival sci-
ence. During the development course of archival science, numerous and various writings ap-
peared and until now an academic community with considerable scale has come into being.
However, with the time going, especially facing market economy and information society,
many traditional theories including Chinese archival science have been confronting a series of
unprecedented challenges, to a certain extent, even crises. Whether the crises can be overcome
depends on the structure and function of these subjects and their relations with social demands.
The author thinks that Chinese archival science puts influences on the society by its own basic
conceptions and patterns.,

The conceptions of Chinese archival science mean the radical notions of analyzing and vie-
wing things during the course of its taking shape and development the patterns mean a complete
set of behavioral modes formed under the conceptions’ influence. The conceptions and patterns
of Chinese archival science are contained in its development course and are embodied by the
structure and function of its radical theories and primary subjects. Therefore, in order to study
the conceptions and patterns of Chinese archival science, we can do nothing but start with ana-
lyzing its logical jumping-off points and the elementary factors during its taking shape and de-
velopment, and the structures and functions of its primary subjects as the basic frame. Only in
this way can we master the development laws of Chinese archival science completely and prop-

erly, and realize its fortune of spirit and matter brought to human beings truly and fully.

1. The logical jumping-off point of Chinese archival science

Chinese archival science is the concrete content of scientific researches, and it is necessary
to acquire a kind of manner and a flat stage to understand and construct itself properly through
studying its logical jumping-off point. The logical jumping-off point refers to the first step of
logical thinking courses from abstract ideas to concrete ones, while the jumping-off point of sci-
ence usually represents its inchoation conformed with sense and the development laws of it, and
it has vital influence on constructing and developing science. Two factors determine the logical
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jumping-up point of science. One is the historical clue of archives, the other is the character of
archival theories, The basic regulative means, which is the end-result of records, is the logical
jumping-off point of Chinese archival science. Its greater superiority consists in summarizing
basic laws of regulative movements by organizing and conforming management resources and

the movement cycle of records.

2. The elementary factors of the taking shape and development of Chinese archi-
val science

The interacting of synthetical factors of science leads to its taking shape and development.
In these synthetical factors, some are determinative, those are so-called elementary factors of
taking shape and development of science. More concretely, there is no exception besides taking
shape and development of Chinese archival science. If we view the logical jumping-off point of
Chinese archival science as the original cause, then, the backgrounds of its taking shape, the
theoretical conditions, the practical basis and the structure of scholars are the environmental
inducements of its taking shape and development. The environmental inducements determine
the conceptions and the patterns of Chinese archival science, even its structure and function.
To some extent, the above-mentioned environmental inducements determine the status of archi-
val science, even relate to its future,

(1) The backgrounds of taking shape of Chinese archival science

From the course of the development of Chinese archival sctence, it is easy for us to find
such a clue that the innovation of records and archives in “the movement of administrative effi-
ciency” during Minguo period, which aimed to improve the administrative efficiency, led to
some improved methods (especially the linkage methods of records and archives ) in paper
work, some people and their writings that studied and summarized these methods appeared.
Based on these factors, Chinese early archival science comes into being. Those kinds of clues
and patterns not only have important significance to taking shape of Chinese archival science,
but also affect its development to great extent.

(2) The theoretical conditions of Chinese archival science

It is possible and necessary for Chinese archival science, a kind of applied science formed in
1930s, to use other sciences’ theoretical achievements (or patterns) for reference in order to
develop and perfect itself. In other words, the factors influencing science status of archival sci-
ence are the theoretical conditions of its taking shape and development. The subjects, which af-
fect taking shape and development of archival science, consist of two kinds, One is fundamental
subjects which provide some radical principles, the other is related subjects which provide some
basic patterns about the scientific construction.

(3) The practical basis of Chinese archival science
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The taking shape and development of archival theories is firstly determined by the practice
(the scale and level of archival regulative movements) corresponding to the theories. The prac-
tice, which is the basis of archival theories, must have a stated scale and level, the scale and
level represents the primary requirements of social work-division that is a prevalent tropism of
value. Upon this, the establishment of the main body consciousness of practice reflects the
sublimation of practice’ go-aheadism. Only when the main body can face a kind of regulative
movements independently, he just has the possibility to have the desire of self-promotion. In
essence, the establishment of a theory is the Combination of social demands and main bodies’
desire. The influences of archival regulative practice on archival theories mainly include that
they provide basis of theme-selection and test archival theories and so on.

(4) The structure of scholars of Chinese archival science

For a concrete subject, the background of days, which causes its taking shape, the theo-
retical conditions and the practical basis, which restrict its development, are all external fac-
tors. It is not these factors different from archival science itself but archival scholars determine
the science’s status ultimately. These devotees are the main bodies who engage in intelligence
movements, they and their “main bodies characters” such as culture quality, knowledge struc-
ture and life experiences determine the basic conceptions and patterns of Chinese archival sci-
ence. A history of archival science is also the history of archival scholars’ growth and life.
Therefore, the study on scholars is inevitable to become an important content of archival sci-

ence study.

3. Chinese archival science: framework and function

For any concrete and objective entity, especially made by man, its own function and value
is only dependent on its framework character. When it comes to Chinese archival science, the
ultimate function and value is determined by the status of the discipline. Science can survive
and develop chronically because it possesses irreplaceable function to other sciences. Chinese
archival science’s social function, developing prospect and science status is all virtually depend-
ent on the framework of its main subjects. Accordingly, if we deviate from the concrete condi-
tions and the framework of its main subjects, we will not make virtual progress on any research
on the Chinese archival science,

Considering the fact of the Chinese archival science, the thesis analyzes three subjects: Sci-
ence of Archival Management, General Science of Archives, Science of Files and Documents
compiled, The author thinks that the three representative subjects exactly elucidate the concep-
tions and structure modes of Chinese archival science, From the evolving processes of the sub-
jects, Science of Archival Management came into being firstly, which is about archives manage-

ment activities, include three parts: the main body of management, the object of management
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and the process. With the development of the movement forms, administrative levels and the
degree of the management activities, the subject research also produced other forms. In the
second step of evolving process, another subject appeared. Science of Files and Documents
compiled is a typical derivation, which relies on utilization of archives and develops into com-
munication science across history literature, compilation and archives, When the academic com-
munity became fully mature, a new form came, which explains the essence and law of the ar-
chival phenomena. General Science of Archives with a taste of “science of science” appeared.

(1) Science of Archival Management

Science of Archival Management mainly includes three parts. The first one is about the ar-
chival basic concepts (theories), bringing forward to the object of management or research. So
this part solves the basic issues of what the archival management is. The second part is about
the organizations and staff of archival management, bringing forward to main body of manage-
ment. This part solves the issue who is managing. The third is about the process of archival
management, bringing forward to the procedures and methods of management. It solves the is-
sue of how to manage. If we look into the issues from the management study, archival manage-
ment processes as the extending past of documents management, are also the course of resource
recombined. Science of Archival Management has possessed special functions on the basis of
systematic analysis on management procedures.

(2) Science of Files and Documents compiled

Science of Files and Documents compiled focuses on the procedures and the methods of
files and documentations compilation. As for the basic theories and compilation results, it is
only a matting and extension of the procedures and methods of archival documentation compila-
tion. Science of Files and Documents compiled as a subject aimed at communicating archival
documentation also mainly characterizes of the communication,

(3) General Science of Archives

In China, General Science of Archives and other books which have published have the
same framework about archival work, archival enterprises and science, Initially General Science
of Archival sets up a macroscopical tenet: theory generalization to all sub-disciplines of archival
science at a higher level. At present, its function aims at explaining the essence and law of ar-
chival phenomena, all of which need to be developed and perfected.

4. The value of Chinese archival science

As a discipline, Chinese archival science has its history of nearly 70 years, and the most
important significance is the influence and contribution to science itself and social practice. Of
course, it includes the legal position and acknowledgement at large in science system. To some
degree, Chinese archival science embodies its value through the contribution to the science and
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social fields.

(1) Orientation of archival science

Discussing scientific orientation is to choose or set out standards and evaluate it. We usu-
ally use two standards: external confirmation and internal maturity. But the former has some
limitations, which can not exactly evaluate the internal state of a science. So we need another
method. That is the method of sense value judgment canonized by Einstein. Through it, we
can determine the level of research object, the relations with sub-disciplines, discipline struc-
ture and evolvement law, which conclude the characters and advantages of itself,

(2) Contributions of archival science

We have two ways to know something about the contributions of Chinese archival science;
one embodies in science fields. It can test and post the scientific laws through its theory, struc-
ture function and history. The other embodies in social fields. It can impel the development of
social practices through its theories and functions.

(3) Dignity of archival science

Scientific dignity is a kind of psychological state and research standard of the main body.
Scientific dignity has its different meanings to some degree in different history stages and hu-
manistic surroundings. But the basic spirit is eternal: to explore the truth with serious atti-
tude. Chinese archival scholars take on historical responsibility to solidify the achievements,
improve the theory systems, and maintain scientific dignity. Thus, it requires researchers of
Chinese archival science to possess inflexible spirit and serious attitude, hold highly sensitivity,
concern about research fields, follow basic principles and development laws, adopt rational

methods and achieve success during their career.



