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CSEHECRE S EEMOCHY CE LA, SR (1924—1983) TSR ) (1983 4F) i
W E A 238 A S A RERE Rl R R B S b PR AR
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PEBCPEAMN 25 1 15 B SO AN KRR I BUR AR AT 1 J50R IR HE | 251 A 2 HE , 4% 8 B0
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VERSION ONE.

ODE (Kwan ts’ eu)
Kwan-kwan go the ospreys.
On the islet in the river.
The modest. retiring, virtuous. young lady: —
For our prince a good mate she.

Here long. there short. is the duckweed.
To the left. to the right. borne about by the current.
The modest. retiring. virtuous, young lady. —

Waking and sleeping. he sought her.

He sought her and found her not.

And waking and sleeping he thought about her.
Long he thought: oh! long and anxiously:

On his side. on his back. he turned. and back again.

Here long. there short, is the duckweed;
On the left. on the right. we gather it.
The modest. retiring. virtuous, young lady: —

With lutes. small and large. let us give her friendly welcome.

Here long. there short. is the duckweed:
On the left. on the right. we cook and present it.
The modest. retiring. virtuous, young lady: —
With bells and drums let us show our delight in her.
(TR. JAMES LEGGE)

VERSION TWO.
Song
“Fair. fair,” cry the ospreys.
On the island in the river.
Lovely is this noble lady.
Fit bride for our lord.

In patches grows the water mallow;
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To left and right one must seek it.
Shy was this noble lady;
Day and night he sought her.

Sought her and could not get her;

Day and night he grieved.

Long thoughts, oh. long unhappy thoughts.
Now on his back. now tossing on to his side.

In patches grows the water mallow;
To left and right one must gather it.
Shy is this noble lady;

With great zithern and little we hearten her.

In patches grows the water mallow;
To left and right one must choose it.
Shy is this noble lady;

With gongs and drums we will gladden her.

EE Y

(TR. ARTHUR WALLEY)

VERSION THREE .
Crying Ospreys
Merrily the ospreys cry.
On the islet in the stream.
Gentle and graceful is the girl,
A fit wife for the gentleman.

Short and long the floating water plants,
Left and right you may pluck them.
Gentle and graceful is the girl,

Awake he longs for her and in his dreams.

When the courtship has failed.
Awake he thinks of her and in his dreams.
Filled with sorrowful thoughts.

He tosses about unable to sleep.

Short and long the floating water plants,
Left and right you may gather them.
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Gentle and graceful is the girl,

He'd like to wed her, the qin and se” playing.

Short and long the floating water plants.
Left and right you may collect them.
Gentle and graceful is the girl.

He’d like to marry her. bells and drums beating.

* Two traditional Chinese musical instruments. rather like the zither: the former has seven strings
and the latter twenty-five strings.

(TR. XIAN-YI YANG & GLADYS YANG)

VERSION FOUR:
Fishhawk
The fishhawks sing gwan gwan
on sandbars of the stream.
Gentle maiden. pure and fair,

fit pair for a prince.

Watercress grows here and there.
right and left we gather it.
Gentle maiden, pure and fair.

wanted waking and asleep.

Wanting. sought her, had her not.
waking. sleeping. thought of her.
on and on he thought of her.

he tossed from one side to another.

Watercress grows here and there,
right and left we pull it.
Gentle maiden. pure and fair.

with harps we bring her company.

Watercress grows here and there,
right and left we pick it out.
Gentle maiden. pure and fair.
with bells and drums do her delight.
(TR. STEPHEN OWEN)
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