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INTRODUCTION TO PHOTOGRAPHER

Tao Songsheng, male, born in Jixian County, Tianjin in 1933, went to school in Jixian
County,'Tangshan and Beijing during his childhood.

In 1949 he joined a PLA field juvenile art troupe under the Political Department of
Field Army | in Beijing and moved to Northwest, and later to Chengdu and Chongqing
in Southwest, China. He was transferred to the Art Troupe of Southwestern Military
Region in 1951. 3 years later he was transferred to the National Defense Art Troupe
under the Political Department of Kunming Military Region in Yunnan. During those
years he worked in the fields of dance, drama, physical training, and information.

He was so fond of photography that he kept studying it for years. At beginning he
studied stage photography, then switched to news and artistic photography.

In 1975 he became a professional news photographer and was admitted to Yunnan
News Photo Press. He worked for the press as a correspondent and senior correspondent
until 1993 when he was retired.

Mr. Tao Songsheng is now a member of China Photographers Association, member of
China Artistic Photography Society, member of China Portrait Photography Society, and
member of Yunnan Photographers Association.

Mr. Tao has a strong command of general photographic techniques as a result of his
diﬁgent study during the past decades. He worked very hard but talked much less. He did
an excellent job in his continued efforts of exploring and research in artistic photography,
especially in black and white photography. He always gave much attention to photographic
practice when he created something. His works are great in quantity and make real

difference. He has a style of his own.
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MY AFFECTION FOR THE HIGHLAND

Yunnan is a red land full of myths, where the sky is extraordinarily high and blue with

colorful clouds roaming about in four seasons. -

Yunnan is a highland full of dreams, where lengthy ranges and winding rivers are

often intertwined with clouds and fog.

Yunnan is a picturesque place abundant in natural wonders and various plants and

flowers blooming one after another all the year round.

In Yunnan live quite a few ethnic groups whose distinctive cultures and traditions
constitute a rich and variegated society. The unique landscape and folklore are two
tremendous gifts Yunnan presents to man. In this attractive and mysterious kingdom,
there are so many superb subjects that artists can never cover and reproduce in full during
their lifetime.

I am a photographer rooted in this land of abundance. I love Yunnan because its is my
second home town. I love photography even more because it is my life. It is always my
pursuit to turn natural beauties into art works and offer them to people. In the last decades,
with a strong affection for the highland, I traveled a great deal under colorful clouds and
tilled wholeheartedly my romantic photographic field. I can hardly remember how many
miles I have walked, how many mountains I have climbed, how many rivers I have crossed,
how many mountain villages I have stopped over, how much hardship I have suffered and
how much I have sweated through my continued efforts to make my dream come true. All
this, happy or bitter, can only be recalled through my pictures.

In front of you are almost 100 photos. They are the products of my hard work in the
past years. On the other hand, they are a generous reward to me from the rich, fertile and
fascinating red-soiled highland of Yunnan that nourished me. I'd like to return them back
to the land by presenting this book to those who have sweated on the land for generations,
and to those who love the land.

Tao Songshen, photographer
Kunming, China

Autumn 1999
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