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About the Compilation

Five Action Programs of Stories of Thousand Villages is a significant
project of Zhejiang province on rural culture construction with retrievable
exploration, collation, recording and inheritance of intangible cultural
heritages, based on the protection and utilization of the tangible cultural
heritages of ancient cultural villages. The project mainly targets at 1237 vil-
lages in The List of Zhejiang’s Ancient Cultural Villages ( “the Listed Vil-
lages” for short) , with a series of tasks carried out, including “digging
into the lore and legends and compiling a series of books to trace historical
development—working out a collection of fruits and achievements to cap-
ture the charms of the countryside—making a disk of images to take a trip
on the memory lane to relive the nostalgia—bringing out a pavilion for dis-
play to build spiritual home—developing a bunch of bases. ”

The project of Stories of Thousand Villages takes the figures, the arti-
cles, and the anecdotes of “the Listed Villages of Ancient Cultural Villa-
ges” as its objects of study. Basically, for each village, only one story is
compiled in about 2000 words. Each volume includes about 90 stories. The
title of the story adopts the form of “the village name and the county name
(city name is added before the district name) + the story theme”. As to
the stories centered on personae, we follow the basic principles of “no bi-
ography for those still alive, adapting to the times and showing ‘ positive

power’ ” . If the same person is involved in several villages, the stories are
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integrated into one while keeping the marks of the person’s activities in
these villages. The stories are compiled with the principle integrating three
aspects: the first is that historicity is concerned when exploring, sorting
out and compiling the stories, that is, what we select are those widely
spread stories which really happened in the ancient cultural villages; the
second is that the stories we compile are informative, that is, the stories
are worth reading, collecting and spreading; the third is that the stories
are instructive, that is, the stories are valuable for spreading and carrying
forward the fine traditional cultures of the villages.

Selected Stories of Thousand Villages compiles 260 stories selected
from the eight volumes of “ Stories of Thousand Villages” in accordance
with the requirements that the stories represent the regional distribution of
the ancient cultural villages in Zhejiang, reflect great cultural traditions in
different aspects, and meet the principle of historicity, informativity and
instructivity. Selected Stories of Thousand Villages is consisted of 3 books,
among which the first book focuses on the layout, residence environment,
traditional etiquette and morality, and farming - reading culture of the
ancient cultural villages, collecting 90 stories from Ecological Residence
(edited by Wang Xin) , Etiquette and Morality ( edited by Hong Qianli)
and Encouraging Learning and Farming ( edited by Gao Jun, Jing Jing) ;
the second book praises the incorrupt officials, righteous and virtuous
scholars, and other celebrities of public prestige, collecting 85 stories
from Honesty and Righteousness ( edited by Yan Xiaohong) , Celebrities
of Public Prestige ( edited by Wang Changjin and Peng Tingsong) ; the
third book introduces the folk customs, traditional craftsmanship and local
products of ancient cultural villages in Zhejiang, collecting 85 stories from
Folk Tradition and Customs ( edited by Zhou Xinhua and Zhu Yongx-
iang) , Craftsmanship ( edited by Ren Zhong and Tang Zishun) and Local
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Specialties ( edited by Che Yubin) ,

Because of the limited the space and the constraints of the collecting
principles of Selected Stories of Thousand Villages, the selected stories
cannot perfectly reflect the regional distribution of Zhejiang’s ancient cul-
tural villages and the achievements in the construction of major villages. In
addition, limited by the time, we may also have defects in the expression

of some stories. So any suggestions and criticisms will be highly apprecia-

ted.

The studio of “Stories of Thousand Villages”
March, 2016
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Stories of Thousand Villages Preface

Li Qiang

As has been eloquently presented in the history, village is the cradle
of human race and seedbeds of human civilization. And as one of the birth-
places of Chinese civilization, Zhejiang Province, with a long history and
high level of agricultural civilization, is featured with its own unique re-
gional culture. Thanks to the painstaking efforts devoted by the diligent and
intelligent people here in this area, we have witnessed the construction
and development of thousands of villages where agricultural culture is pas-
sed on from generation to generation with nostalgia deeply engraved into
people’s minds. Here in Zhejiang Province you can easily access the enjoy-
able scenery as portrayed in Fuchun Figure, readily touch the profound
culture carved into the old walls of Nanxi Village, willfully get lost in the
melodious fisherman’s song at the dock of East China Sea and idyllically
take a sip of tranquility at a crude tea house near Jinshan Mountain. Such
pleasant experiences have earned the accumulative fondness and shared fa-
vor by scholars throughout the history as shown in their works ranging from
poetry, paintings, calligraphy to novels. A trip to these villages filled with
charms of human civilization has‘helped to relive the history and civilization
of Wuyue people. As one of the sources of farming, Zhejiang has witnessed
the efforts of its people paid off, as reflected in the wide enhanced recog-

nition of its silk, tea, fish and rice. As for the culture, it’s the manifesto
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of the wisdom, innovation and aspiration of Zhejiang People integrated and
inherited across generations, in perfect portrait of the history and modern
civilization.

In the light of the instructions of urban — rural integration by the cen-
tral government with the leadership of President Xi Jinping, we have made
constant efforts to guarantee the protection, inheritance and exploration of
ancient cultural villages. In the process of urban — rural integration, efforts
have been made to reserve the original style of the villages, sustain the
fine natural beauty and care for the need of nostalgia, which can be traced
back to the 1990s. In 2003, Zhejiang Province started a project called
“Village Demonstration and Renovation ” in accordance of the instruction
of then — secretary Xi Jinping to “find a proper balance between the pres-
ervation of historic culture and the construction of the villages as well as
conduct the protection, renovation and utilization of the valuable ancient
villages and landscapes in a scientific and appropriate way” . And in 2006,
it was clearly pointed out by the provincial government that in the construc-
tion of a new countryside, importance should be attached to the protection
of historic buildings and surroundings in the ancient villages so as to a-
chieve a dynamic integration between humanity and ecology. In 2012,
Proposals on the Further Enhanced Protection and Utilization of Ancient
Cultural Villages were issued by Zhejiang Government, which ushered in
a comprehensive set of work accordingly. And we have accumulated valua-
ble experience in our practice as reflected in the success of a multitude of
villages featured with the dynamic integration of modern civilization with its
unique and profound cultural deposits. Represented by Xitang, Wuzhen,
Guge Village and Yantou Village, these villages have set a good example
across China exerting profound impact on the construction of new country-

side. Up till now, we have ascertained altogether 1237 ancient cultural
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villages of which 176 have been listed as renown traditional villages in Chi-
na.

The collection of Stories of Thousand Villages, with an aim to contin-
ue the historic culture and revitalize the ancient villages, by means of in —
depth and detailed research and survey, is attempted at a comprehensive
exploration, collation and documentation of the tangible and intangible
cultural heritages including human residence, economic development, so-
cial environment, systems, customs, traditional craftsmanship, biogra-
phies, etc, in the hope of presenting stories that best portray the human
features and cultural deposits of the ancient villages. Around a thousand
stories of the ancient villages have been collected, with illustrations and
pictures, to present the rich agricultural civilization, the profound histori-
cal precipitation and the human spirit of righteousness and aspiration. In a
form massive public can take delight in reading, this collection of stories is
a pleasant integration of history with tales featured with a high level of en-
tertainment, education and popularization and strong historic, academic
and educational significance.

With the publication of this collection of stories, I sincerely hope that
with good stories well told, more people and efforts will be involved into
the protection of the ancient cultural villages and the inheritance of the cul-
tural achievements. In this way we can enhance the sense of identity and
perception of affiliation by the masses of people towards the outstanding
Chinese traditional culture, with which the construction of a better — off
society will be further promoted.

This is preface.

2016.3. 18
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