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Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Universities should give the
same amount of money to their students’ sports activities as they give to their university
libraries. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.

The purpose of an institution that calls itself a “university” is to produce graduates who
have been exposed to a wide variety of learning experiences. A true university should
attempt to mold its students into scholars who are also “well-rounded” advocates of
athletics. In this respect, then, universities most assuredly should fund sports activities

and libraries in equal measure.

How do university students benefit from university-funded sports programs? Students
participating in organized university sports learn many useful interpersonal skills
that will be of benefit to them in their future careers. A student on the track team, for
example, will learn how to strive for a specific goal with persistence and fortitude. A
student on the basketball team will learn that teamwork may be more important than
individual performance. And the benefits do not just accrue to the students who actually
play the sports—the spectators also learn about loyalty and encouragement, as well as

good sportsmanship in the face of defeat.

Of course, the university’s libraries must also receive sufficient funding to provide
students with extensive resources for acquiring knowledge. Indeed, the most
prestigious universities owe a significant amount of their fame to the size of their
libraries’ collections. In 2008, for example, Harvard’s library boasted over 16 million
volumes; the Bodleian Library of Oxford University has over 11 million items.
Despite the easy availability of research tools on the Internet, a “bricks and mortar”
campus library remains a haven for students who relish the thought of turning the
pages of a work by Shakespeare or Stephen Hawking in an atmosphere of quiet

contemplation.

But it is not necessary that the university split its funding for sports and libraries right
down the middle: Many university sports activities generate their own income, which
can add considerably to the budget’s bottom line. At a typical American university,
particularly a public university (such as Ohio State or the University of Texas), the sports
programs are significantly underwritten by the citizens of the community. “Booster
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clubs” also generate revenue by recruiting “season ticket subscribers” who receive
season passes, the best seats, and other amenities.

So we can see that there really is not much of a dilemma here: The library should
continue to receive the same amount of funding as the sports programs—it’s just that
the budget for the sports activities will include external sources of revenue, such as
ticket sales and donor contributions. If its funds are apportioned wisely, there is no
reason a university cannot adequately support both its sports programs as well as its
libraries. As its name indicates, a university should provide a “universe” of knowledge—

both in the classroom and on the court.?
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Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? These days, we have so many
sources of news and information that we can hardly tell which one is reliable or who is
telling the truth. Use specific reasons or examples to support your ideas.

“Man came by to hook up my cable TV

We settled in for the night my baby and me

We switched 'round and 'round 'til half-past dawn
There was fifty-seven channels and nothin' on.”

In this humorous song, Bruce Springsteen is mocking a situation that present-day media
users know all too well: Just because there is a lot of information out there, there is no
guarantee that anything you find will be true or useful.

This glut of information, especially in cyberspace, poses serious problems for serious
researchers. How is one to determine the validity of resources on the Internet? Take
Wikipedia, for example, which describes itself as “an open source web-based online
encyclopedia.” The site continues: “Today Wikipedia includes 15 million freely usable
articles in over two hundred languages worldwide, and content from a million registered
user accounts and countless anonymous contributors.” Ay, there’s the rub. Who are
these “anonymous contributors”? Why won’t they tell us their names? Is it because they
are simply too modest to boast about their talents? Or is it because they are making up
most of what they write?

The ease with which professional writers can access information from the Internet also
leads us—on too many occasions—to suspect the veracity of their output. More and
more often, we hear horror stories of journalists who have had to resign their posts
because they were caught plagiarizing from another news reporter’s work. In recent
years, for example, a journalist at the Seattle Times newspaper was accused of inserting
paragraphs that he himself did not write into an article under his own byline. When
confronted, the journalist replied in his defense, “It was obviously a cut-and-paste job; I
probably used a number of wire stories and other sources and carelessly squished them
all together when I wrote the story.”

Teachers know all too well the hazards of allowing their students to do research on
the Web. Too many students seem to think that “cutting and pasting” a section of
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someone else’s work into your own paper is just “paraphrasing” the original source. In
2003, Donald L. McCabe, the founder of the Center for Academic Integrity (C.A.L) at
Duke University, estimated that 40% of college students admitted to plagiarizing their
assignments. No doubt that number is even higher now.

So what can be done about this unchecked flood of useless (and sometimes outright
false) information? The answer is clear, “Researcher beware.” We need to become more
discerning readers and consumers of information, open to all aspects of a particular
topic, unwilling to accept statements as fact until we can verify them for ourselves, and
suspicious of anything that is too popular, too accepted, too good to be true.
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Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Nowadays, people are putting
too much emphasis on appearance and fashion. Use specific reasons and examples to
support your answer.

In the second act of Shakespeare’s King Lear, we find the old king quarreling with his
daughters Regan and Goneril, who have challenged him to justify why he “needs” all the
trappings and raiment of nobility. Lear’s point is that the clothing we wear serves a much
larger purpose than merely protecting us from the elements—our fashions express who
we are. Clothes DO “make the man” (as the old saying goes) and our modern society is

no more or less obsessed with fashion than those of years gone by.

Appearance is particularly important when we are dealing with people who offer us
certain services—we may not recognize the individual person, but we most assuredly
recognize the uniform. Who would want to take a trip on an airplane piloted by a
grubby-looking guy in cut-off jeans and a torn T-shirt? Even Southwest Airlines, which
prides itself on its more relaxed and casual atmosphere, requires that its flight attendants
clearly appear to be wearing a uniform. And imagine how you would feel as a patient in
a hospital where the nurses and doctors were wearing ballet tutus?

The choices we make about the clothing we wear also say much about our personalities
and our attitudes towards the society we live in. We no longer go to extremes of fashion
to indicate our social rank (a notable exception, of course, is the Queen of England
at a state ceremony—how disappointing if she didn’t wear her crown!), but we do
pay attention to when a more “formal” appearance is required. At a job interview, for
example, it would be a very unwise choice to show up in “casual” clothes. If you want to
make a good impression, you obviously need to pay particular attention to how you are
dressed.

Of course, there will always be certain groups in our society who will use fashion
to make a particular “statement.” Tune in to any Hollywood-like event and see how
amazing (and sometimes ludicrous) the stars’ costumes can be. One example was the
outfit worn by the Icelandic pop star Bjork at the 2001 Academy Awards, which made
her look like a giant swan. Clothes will continue to “make the man” but beauty will
always remain in the eye of the beholder.
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salacious (and often slanderous) stories. As the saying goes, “Any publicity—good
or bad—is still publicity.” Even in the early 19th century, sales of Lord Byron’s racy
poem, “Don Juan,” shot through the roof when readers learned of his many affairs. It

is left up to discerning readers to ignore the merely sensational and focus on the truly
meaningful.
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