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Director's Preface

It is now over 50 years since the National Museum of History was first established. Under the
leadership of the museum's successive directors - including Pao Tsun-P'eng, Wang Yu-Ch'ing, Ho
Hao-Tien, Ch'en Kwei-Miew, Ch'en K'ang-Shun, Huang Kuang-Nan and Huang Yung-Ch'uan - some
impressive achievements have been made, laying a solid foundation for the Museum's future
growth and development.

The National Museum of History Studies in Art and History series was founded under Dr. Huang
Kuang-Nan's directorship. Recognizing the importance of academic research to the museum's
development, Dr. Huang founded the Journal of the National Museum of History fo provide museum
staff and researchers with a forum for publishing their research, and planned the Studies in Art and
History series to enable the museum to publish works by leading scholars and experts in a variety
of fields. Since the publication of the first volume in the series - Devouring the Past fo Throw Light on
the Present (which included a number of papers by museum staff members) - in 1995, a total of 69
works have been published, on topics that include art, culture, and research on historical artifacts. In
presenting this wealth of content, the series has succeeded in establishing its own unique style.

The National Museum of History Studies in Art and History series includes both monographs
and collections of articles. The subjects covered include literature, history, philosophy, historical
artifacts, art, folk traditions, museology and aesthetics. The aim has been fo publish works that have
significant academic value, but which will also appeal 1o a general readership, and which achieve
an appropriate balance between the theoretical and the practical, in line with the museum'’s goals
of passing on historical knowledge and contributing to social and cultural education. Any academic
papers that fall within the areas listed above, and which conform to the principles on which the
series was founded, will be considered for publication; the museum welcomes submissions both
from within Taiwan and from overseas. To ensure that the quality of the works published is as high
as possible, in 2007 the submission review criteria were revised twice, making the review process
more rigorous. The review committee was expanded to include reviewers from outside the museum,
and the process has been made as open and transparent as possible. In principle, the museum
aims to accept at least two works each year by persons not connected to the museum. The review
process continues info the following year; once a work has been accepted for publication, it is then
possible to proceed with the signing of the contract and with arranging printing. The infroduction of
these rigorous review procedures has led to a significant enhancement in the quality of the research
published in the series; some of the most outstanding work has been produced by the museum's
own researchers.

As part of its efforts to strengthen academic research and contribute to the cultivation of
academic and research talent, the National Museum of History currently publishes a total of four
different publications. The Bulletin of the National Museumn of Hisfory is a monthly publication that
is infended to promote cultural awareness and knowledge among the general public. The Journal
of the National Museum of History provides museum staff members with a medium for publishing
short arficles on their research activities. The Forum for Historical Arfifacts presents discussions on
particular topics relating fo history, culture and the arts involving leading domestic and overseas
scholars. Academic study should be of benefit to all; besides its display and educational functions,
a museum also has an important role to play in terms of empirical and theoretical research; in the
future, | will be working with the National Museumn of History staff to ensure that the National Museum
of History Studies in Art and History series continues fo publish research of the highest possible quality.

=7

Yui-Tan Chang
Director, National Museum of History
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