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GENERAL PREFACE

With the accelerating integration of the world culture, the young
readers are in great need of a concise and authoritative edition of world
children’s literature. For this reason, we reedit and reprint the series The
Great Picture Treasury of World Literary Masterpieces for Children to
meet their needs.

The series consists of five hundred and ninety-two famous children’s
literary works of the world, taking the history of development of children’s
literature as its thread. It is divided into five sets: 7he Picture Treasury
of World Fairy Tales, The Picture Treasury of World Fables, The Picture
Treasury of World Myths, The Picture Treasury of World Folktales and
The Picture Treasury of World Science Fiction Stories, fifty-two volumes,
fourteen thousand and three hundred ninety pictures in total.

The series is one of the major national publishing projects. Since its
publication, it has been well received by the reading public and. has been
awarded eighteen prizes including eleven national prizes.

Now it is reprinted with a new binding to meet the needs of readers.
The series adopts the large thirty-two-mo format throughout. The binding
is exquisite and original, the pictures lively and vivid, the language
succinct and clear. It is written both in Chinese and English so that
readers can learn English while they appreciate the works. We hope

the collection will be an elegant work of art and high-quality gift for your

relatives and friends.
The Editors
November, 2011
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PREFACE

Dear friends,

Today, we present to you with pleasure a precious gift, 7#e Picture
Treasury of World Myths. The book is the third in the series The Great
Picture Treasury of World Literary Masterpieces for Children. We hope that
you like it.

A myth is an ancient story circulating among the people and presenting
supernatural episodes. It submits to a process of oral tradition among
people and reflects the ideals, senses and feelings of humans. Myths can
let people have a better understanding of man, nature and society.

The book selects seventy-six world famous myths, including eighteen
Chinese myths, and consists of more than three thousand pictures. The
selected works include famous Greek myths as well as influential early
works such as Babylonian myths, Egyptian myths, Hebrew myths, Indian
myths and so on. Besides, North European myths, American myths,
Australian myths, etc., are also included.

The editor in chief of the book is Mr. Yan Wenjing, the famous Chinese
writer of children’s literature. And the art advisor is Mr. Jiang Weipu, former
president of the Chinese Institute of Picture-story Books.

The book is written both in Chinese and in English. We have specially
invited the American professors Samuel Nicholson and Ella Nicholson to
be the general editors of the translations. They have worked very seriously
and diligently, and ensured the accuracy and standardization of the
English translations in the book.

The Editors
November, 2011
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Adapted by Cong Lin
Translated by Zhong Chen
Illustrated by Liu Qingyan
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Heracles, one of the heroes of Greek mythology, was the son of Zeus.He
was stalwart, handsome and extremely strong.
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Heracles began practising the martial arts when he was very young. When

he was eighteen years old, he had performed meritorious deeds and showed his
unique talents.
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Later, the oracle priestess ordered Heracles to go to Dephi and serve Eurys-
theus, who gave him twelve extremely difficult tasks to perform.
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Following the order of the oracles, Heracles underwent many risks, carry-
ing out the orders of Eurystheus.
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He felt angry about all this and wondered why he had so many troubles
while other people lived happy, carefree and rich lives. Therefore, he became
very depressed.
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One day, Eurystheus ordered him to do a very difficult task.After travelling
a long distance, he felt very tired and sat down beside the road for a rest.
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Suddenly two beautiful ladies came walking towards him from the two di-
vided roads ahead.
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Both of them were very charming. One wearing a body-fitting black silk
skirt, looked gentle and kind.
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The other one had a ruddy complexion and keen, sparkling eyes. He could
see her slim, shapely body through her soft, white, and embroidered robe.
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The second lady ran up to Heracles and said,“Oh, my vexed man! I know
you are wondering which way to go. Please follow me. ”
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“I will lead you down a comfortable and happy road. On this road there are
no worries, sickness, nor bitterness. ”

“Every day all around you there will be grand banquets, pleasant music.
graceful dancing, nice clothes and a comfortable bed. ”
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“You will also enjoy the happiness of love. Many beautiful ladies will al-
ways gaze at you with their tender and gentle eyes. ”
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Heracles became excited and told her that he was forced to be in such a
condition and asked her how he could escape from the difficulties.
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Just then the other lady said to him,“Heracles, I know your plight and des-
tiny, but I will never persuade you with honeyed words. ”
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“I want to lead you down another road, one where people will never forget
your great contributions. ”



