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1 Wickey's Team

UNIT

OVERVIEW

Theme: Addiction

This unit deals with the life story of the famous baseball player Mickey Mantle and his battle with a serious addiction to
alcohol. The nature and causes of addiction are also addressed.

Reading One: MyTime in a Bottle is an autobiographical text by Mickey Mantle describing the impact of his father's death, his own
sudden rise to fame, and his struggle with alcoholism.

Reading Two: Addiction is a passage from a psychology text about the elements and causes of addiction.

Critical Thinking

Infer characters’ motivations Support answers with evidence from the text
Classify information Identify the logic of an argument
Hypothesize unreal situations Identify an author's biases

Evaluate personal experiences

Reading

Make predictions Order information according to a timeline
Read for main ideas and details Organize and synthesize information from two texts
Infer information not explicit in the reading Translate sentences from two texts into Chinese

Writing

Develop the elements of character, technique, Combine sentences using past unreal conditionals
and theme in autobiographical writing
Write a paragraph Take notes to prepare for writing

Use quotations

Vocabulary

Find and use synonyms
Use context clues to find meaning
Recognize collocation

Mickey’'s Team // 001



@ FOCUS ON THE TOPRIC

© sKiLLs

Predict content; use prior knowledge; preview vocabulary; infer the meaning of

new vocabulary from context.

¥ :\ PREDICT

1. Ask students to look at the photograph and read the questions about Mickey
Mantle.What words could be used to describe him?

‘2. Have students discuss their responses to the questions with a classmate

and then report to the class.

SHARE INFORMATION

1. Ask students to think individually abou;c influential people in their lives and
to fill in the chart.

2. Have students share their answers in groups of three or four.

3. Invite each group to select one member to share the story of an influential

person in his or her life.

R

il @] BACKGROUND AND VOCABULARY

1. Ask students to read the background statements, using the information
within to elicit the meaning of the boldfaced words. Remind students that
both answer options may be correct.

2. Have students compare their answers with a partner’s. Then go over the
answers and the pronunciation of the key terms as a class. Ask individual
students to share and explain their answers. Check comprehension by asking
the following questions: Why was Mantle so popular among Americans at that
time? What was his private life like?What did he die of?

Expansion/Homework

(1) You may want to assign this exercise as homework and then use class
time to check answers and correct pronunciation. (2) Using information from
the statements, students can write a short summary about the life of Mickey

Mantle, incorporating the key vocabulary in new contexts.

002 PO GEESER (BOTRE)




@ FOCUS ON READING

© SKILLS

Understand main ideas and details; order information according to a timeline;

make inferences; express opinions; identify and correct false statements.

Y -\ READING ONE:

In Reading One, students read Mickey Mantle’s own account of his rise to fame

and his struggles with and recovery from alcoholism.

1. Before they read, have students discuss their responses to the question with
a partner. Encourage them to use the vocabulary introduced in the previous
section by writing the list of words on the board.

2. Have students skim the items in Read for Main Ideas before they read.
Tell them to take notes on the main ideas as they read. The reading can be
assigned as homework. You can also choose to play the recording of the

reading and have students listen as they read.

READING STRATEGY: SQ4R '

The SQ4R strategy provides a consistent structure for before, during, and after
reading. Students first Survey the material, looking at title, subtitles, illustrations
and graphics, introduction, conclusion, and topic sentences. They turn the title,
subtitles, and topic sentences into Questions. They Read for the answers to their
questions. They Recite by closing their book and answering the questions in their
own words. They Record the material in notes or a summary, and finally, they Re-
view their questions, answers, notes, and summary.

Guide students through the process for several units in the book until students are
comfortable and can do SQ4R independently.

000 READ FOR MAIN IDEAS

Have students write the answers individually and then discuss them in small groups.

Expansion/Homework
This exercise may be assigned as homework. Students can discuss their answers

in class.

000 READ FOR DETAILS

I. Ask students to read the information being added to the timeline individually

and then scan the reading to complete the timeline.

Mickey’s Team / 003
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2. Go over the timeline as a class. Ask individual students to read the
details they completed. If time allows, ask students where the supporting
information can be found in the text.

Expansion/Homework

In paragraph 11 of the reading,Mantle writes, “For all those years I lived the

life of someone I didn’t know . . .”Ask students to refer to their timelines and

identify which span of years Mantle is probably referring to. As a class, discuss

which events marked the beginning and end of that period.

009 MAKE INFERENCES

1. For Exercise 1, pair students and then have them choose the best answers.

2. Go over the answers as a class. If there is disagreement, encourage students
to support their point of view with details from the reading.

3. For Exercise 2, have students work in their previous pairs to discuss and answer
the questions. Remind them that their answers should be based on the text, not

on opinion. Call on individual students to share their answers with the class.

000 EXPRESS OPINIONS

Have students work in groups of three or four, reading the questions and
expressing their opinions. Then invite one representative from each group to

summarize the group’s opinions on one of the questions.

CRITICAL THINKING

Give students the following questions for discussion in small groups before dis-
cussing as a whole class:

1. What does the title, “My Time in a Bottle,” refer to?
Answer: It refers to Mantle’s years of alcoholism.

2. What does Mickey Mantle say about his children?

Answer: He says he “messed up . . . being a father”; one of his kids could
have been a wonderful athlete, but his kids never blamed him for not being
there.

3. If you were one of his sons, how would you feel about him and his drinking?
Explain.

Answers will vary, but students should support their feelings with reasons and
examples.

4. If you knew that someone in your family was addicted to alcohol or other sub-
stances, and that you might inherit that addiction,would you take the risk know-
ing that you might become an alcoholic? Explain.

Answers will vary, but students should support their responses with clear ex-
planations.
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