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Introduction

If you’re like many Americans, you have just spent a few .

days in -close quarters with your parents, grandchildren,
i siblings, etc. You're ready to go home, or ready for them to go
: home. But for a growing number of families in which adult
 children can’t afford to live on their own, this is the new normal.
, These “boomerang” children have been the butt of jokes |
" on late-night television and even in commercials,

e

but what’s so

 bad about moving back in with your parents? Could extended
families under one roof — a common arrangement in years past —

- be the way of the future?

Reading 1
Depends on the Country and the Culture

By Katherine Newman

Having studied multigenerational families in six different
countries, I can safely say that there is no uniform answer to the
question of whether extended families under one roof is good or bad

for the economy. The same demographic pattern that is defined as a

national catastrophe by the Japanese elicits something closer to a

shrug in Italy. Spanish families are furious with the government over
deregulated labor markets and high housing prices that push them
into “accordion families”. One rarely hears about the responsibilities
of government for creating boomerang kids in the United States.

In the Nordic countries, where the state provides benefits for
young adults in the form of free higher education, generous housing
allowances and unemployment insurance even for those who have
never worked, the multigenerational family is almost unknown. The
social democracies have intervened to support independence from

the natal home in ways that are unimaginable in the U.S. or Japan.

The Whole Family Under One Roof?

SR AN SR U FARRN ISR RS

quarters: [ 'kwota(r)z] n.
AL

sibling: [ 'siblin] n. Slofiplk
boomerang: [ 'burmorzn |
n. [E](EEE) BIAM
JLE ;)R

“boomerang” children: Mj &
J#% ( [A] 3i7] ;boomerang kids )
the butt of jokes ; 24 ; M4
HIXF 5

extended family . ¥ KUFKEE
He %2 : nuclear family .00 &
JE

multigenerational  families
Z (%) KFKEE
demographic pattern: A 145
G

catastrophe ; [ ka'testrafi | n.
RICHE ; K4 1B K

elicit: [ 1'lisit] oe. 1, 5]
5l

furious; [ 'fjuartes | adj. 1E

TR 5 PAZUDLAT 1) 5 M (7] 1Y
deregulate; [ di:'regjulert ]

vt. FEEBRXT - O I
Nordic: [ 'nowdik] adj. JLER
AN Hr B g 4 W i H
H & RKM
intervene : [ mta'viin ] vi. 1
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natal: [ 'mert(9)1] adj.
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HLEY

natal home: A4 B 5 IR K
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Theme 1 proximity & Privacy

The economic consequences of these demographic trends are
quite serious. When young people stay with their parents for a long
period, family formation is delayed, fertility falls, populations age
and productivity declines. Boomers may find it harder to retire if
their savings are absorbed in the support of their adult kids.

The emotional consequences are more variable. Many parents
enjoy the presence of their adult children. They do not suffer much
of a generation gap because they share tastes in popular culture and
have more relaxed views of sexual relations, which means their
children can continue a semblance of a private life under their roof.
But this tends to last only as long as signs of progress toward
independence are visible. If Johnny is playing video games in the

basement, the situation can become fraught in a hurry.

oiﬁ‘t‘"i"\
Reading 2
=:;:;'Z?!’;'!§lggf’()nly Faithful Human Institution
Sty = By John L. Graham
.’

I live on a cul-de-sac in Irvine, Calif., that includes eight 2,
500-plus-square-foot homes. When we moved into the neighborhood
27 years ago, six of those homes included two baby-boom parents
with children and two couples with empty nests. Now there are no
longer children on our street, although adult kids are still living in
two of the homes. In my house we now have three spare bedrooms —
we keep the doors and the heating vent shut to conserve energy.

Houses like mine are a root of the current world financial crisis.
In 2006, housing prices in the United States began to crash. That’s
about when our last daughter left for college. Our house, along with
millions of others across the country, literally became worth less
when the last kid moved out. The demand for big houses declined
even while the new home builders were madly adding more square
feet. Circa 2012 housing in the U.S. has lost about a third of its
value, down from $ 25 trillion to $ 16 trillion by some estimates.
This sharp decline in value of the American housing stock has
catalyzed a worldwide restructuring of our economic systems. And
just wait until 2020 when the full burden of baby-boomer retirement
and decrepitude is recognized.

The cure for this demographic disaster is the pooling of

004 \N

fertility: [ fo'tilitt] n. & &
AEST

variable: [ 'veariab (2) 1]
adj. FTEW; 5B, 2
23]

semblance: [ 'semblons | n.

St B s 26U

fraught; [ froit] adj. 18 .0
B, RIE R ; FE - 1)

cul-de-sac: [ 'kulda'szk | n.
(B BT e W [ B
¥ culs-de-sac ]

empty nest: “ %5 $" KRE &
BOEKEE

heating vent; &<, I
conserve:; [ kon'sa:v] ut.
Py | TR 18R 2 ik ; ff <F
=l

circa; [ 'sotka] prep., adv.
[(PLTIE ] KA, #E (L
AT BT SEa0TE )
housing stock: {5 ; BLA 2
BERAHE  FEFE
catalyze: [ 'ketolaiz] or. f
1k %, 12

decrepitude ; [ di'krepitfu:d]
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resources across generations that we are already seeing in America.
The idea of the nuclear family is now obviously obsolete. We are all
reverting to the old reliance on the extended family that
anthropologist Margaret Mead correctly described as the only
faithful human institution. The government won’t be there to help on

this one. Boomerang kids are actually a blessing in disguise. They’re

allowing us to relearn how to live in multigenerational arrangements

as humans almost always have. Yes, the lessons for balancing

proximity and privacy are tough, but such learning is essential for

all of us in the 21st century.

Readi

.!@ m Not Seeing a Boomerang
- By Michael J. Rosenfeld

One of the stories we parents like to tell ourselves is that our
young adult children want to move back in with us. Our 20-

somethings are referred to as the Boomerang Generation, noted for

their failure to launch. There is just one problem with the story of the

Boomerang Generation:It is not true.

Census data show that what is really new about young
adulthood is the percentage of young adults who live on their own.
From 1880 to 1970 the percentage of U. S.-born women in their
twenties who lived on their own ( not with parents and not with a
husband) was always less than 15 percent. By 1980, the percentage
of young adult women who lived on their own had risen to 27
percent, and to 33 percent in 1990, to 39 percent in 2000, and to 42
percent today. The delay of marriage and the extension of singleness
can make it appear as if young people are more likely to return to the
parental nest. If one examines single people in their twenties, who
are the people who have the option of living with their parents, the
percentage who live with their parents is now about 45 percent. That
may seem high but it isn’t: in the past single people in their 20s
nearly always lived with their parents.

The Great Recession has actually had no effect whatsoever on
the percentage of young adults living with their parents in the United
States. This is not so surprising; the (even greater) Great Depression
did not affect family structure much, and neither did the Industrial

revert to: [A 5 ] ; 144
anthropologist :

[ i@n0ra'poladzist] n. A
PR NEFE

Margaret Mead . F3F&HIFF - K
i, EERAEGLRER

a blessing in disguise; %€ 3
K5 FREE

proximity ;

[ prok'simiti ] n. 35307 ; T

Boomerang Generation: [

R IR

census data: n. J7 [0 #A %
¥l

the Great Recession: 28 F K
=ik
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Revolution. Family structure changes slowly over time. Economic
ups and downs have little effect on who lives with whom.

Reading 4

~7, / Solidarity and Support

4 ol

N e ay

Ly, iy D
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3

By Susan Newman

Not since the Great Depression have so many young adults
turned to their immediate relatives as an economic lifeline. In the
1960s, for example, independence was the strived-for virtue;
returning home, “ unthinkable”. If children didn’t grow up, find
jobs and live independently, parents were seen as enablers, the
children as failures. That stigmatized view has faded fast during the
recession.

Family of origin has become a lifeboat for roughly one in five
25-to 34-year-olds who move in with parents to wait out the
economic storm. Sure, there are potential complications and
emotional minefields left over from the parenting years, but once the
kinks are sorted out, the benefits for young and old are clear.

Some argue that living with parents stunts development and
prolongs adolescence. I see the camaraderie as an opportunity to
get to know each other in ways not possible when living together as
parent and child. Delayed maturity in young adults happens only if
parents continue to cater to their adult children’s needs as if they
were still 10-year-olds. Living with parents as young adults provides
the chance to know parents as people and similarly for parents to see
their adult children as grownups with ideas, skills and talents to
admire.

Bunking in with parents allows struggling young adults to save
for an apartment or house, to hold out until they find a meaningful
job, or to start to pay down student loans — the average being
$24,000, but soaring over $ 100,000 for some. In return, most
adult children assist parents in-kind.

Rather than having a negative effect, the recession has renewed

values with the emphasis on family solidarity and support. The

advantages of the multigenerational family, a model immigrant

families have always practiced, will keep more parents and young

adults together. Even when young adults can afford a place of their

006 )N

Industrial Revolution: ( 18
theg 60 F I o6 T H
i) Tolk i, 7=l A
ups and downs:n. JJLi¥; %
= K
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the Great Depression: £ ¥
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complication ;
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adolescence
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own, many say, “I'm still here.” Money will be saved on housing
but will be spent on consumer goods, aiding the economy.
However, living under the same roof for the long or short haul will
remain a configuration that defines American families in the

foreseeable future.

Readiﬁﬁ\s

> YV Sensible Use of Spare Rooms

L &

w2~ By Sharon Graham Niederhaus

\

The direct consequence of the turn of the century residential
building boom is that now, in 2012, there are a lot of spare rooms
in all those houses. Indeed, the chances are the greatest in the last 50
years that an adult family member is now living in your spare
bedroom.

Multigenerational living is ahead for all of us. Baby boomers
will be living with their kids as they begin to experience the
infirmities of old age. By 2020 they’ll need help with their
disabilities, and the most sensible helpers will be members of the
extended family living close by. The practice now of living together
as adults across generations will be a big help.

Boomerang kids and baby boomers are learning about the

balancing act between proximity and privacy that will be required in

the modern families of the remainder of this century. Both physical

structures and financial arrangements are being developed to

accommodate such changes. For example, approximately one-third

of American homes can be remodeled to include an accessory
apartment with a separate kitchen and entrance. The major home
builders have finally begun to experiment with such designs as well.
Cross-generational financial agreements are burgeoning including
shared real estate investments and adult children moving back home
while saving money to repay college loans ( which are exempt from
bankruptcy proceedings) .

Extended family members are already creatively designing a
new future in these tough times. Indeed, now is the time to get ready
for the coming changes in the American family.

the long or short haul ; £ %
bt

configuration ;
[konfiga'reif (9) n] n. A
B ME

residential building : ff 5
Y

ahead: [ o'hed ] adj. [ Hij;
FERTHY ; %
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55 ; B 5 Bl

accommodate: [ o'kpmadert ]
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accessory apartment; ( FA A
At FY ) K E B
burgeon: [ 'b3:dz(2)n] wi.
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Notes .
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e A RO iRt R e R AR Tl i E K

. the Great Depression; 2835 K 45, 45 1929—1933 4E 2 [al i T K HE B 25 GHL. 1929

E10 A 29 H , 4129 28 Bk 3% A5, 38 B 28 5% 3R] 40 A9 3% 81N L R S R AT
P ORTT TR B R 55, 28 5% 70 AR B 22 1 >k i ELAY 2% B 5 2 135 AR AaE 2 1sf
(] A AR SR ZS B, T A 24 AT — 1 LA “ Mg R v 0, Wb i Bh . R T R
W55, EETEHSK B vp 1" (Mellon pulled the whistle, Hoover rang the bell, Wall Street
gave the signal and the country went to hell. ) X K Z8 5 fE HLAR PR 5 [ &2 2k 30 HoA Tl [
K. 1933 4E4EH) , & 22 5ahk - % Wi s ( Franklin Roosevelt ) HU{C 1 # 1 ( Hoover) , 241k N
FKEE 32 AR ML T — R B RGN BOR S, Bl PR LA = R” M EM
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K& RS2 (3)

“BHEFTEC , B) Recover( & %) Relief ( R¥F) #1 Reform (¥ )

8. baby boomer: 2 JLEIFRHCIE A M A, RIEEXE AN OEE RS, RIFE_R/G 1946 ~
1964 FHHE A BN . XK AISE )L (baby boom ) 48 H #FR 35 EH S — IR ARG B9
“4664” LG : I\ 1946 4EE 1964 4F X 18 47 [H] 22 LI A M 553k 7800 7 A,

Practices:

I. Language Points

Part A

Brainstorming : Please speak out or write down as many as possible words or expressions
mentioned in these readings concerning “family” .

Part B

Learning by heart: Write down at least one sentence from each reading. Analyze these
sentences, try to find out something different in structure or expressions, and then learn them by
heart.
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