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Simplicity, Purity, Sincerity and Passion

Yang Gang, the Painter and His Paintings

“While openly ‘tastes’ and ‘eats’ painting in the studio of another person, he would
shout joyfully when getting impressed and excited by the artistic merits of the painting. He
never had to force himself to talk to the master of the studio.” — This should be a right
description on the personality of the painter Yang Gang.

“When he paints, he would paint decisively with bold and spontaneous strokes. In such
a way, an integrated world of the artist’s mind and subject matters would be created.”
“Though the hairs are untidy and the clothes are worn, however, the true beauty could not
be hidden.” — This might be a right comment on the paintings by Yang Gang.

When we get an understanding of the personality and painting of Yang Gang and
investigate his styles again, we shall notice that the most distinctive features of his paintings,
no matter his works in a free style or in a meticulous style, lay in the essence of simplicity,
purity, sincerity and passion. He reveal hisinner sentiments through his mastery of brush, ink
and colour without any intention to exaggerate his technical accomplishments (just like that
he never speaks merely to show his knowledge). Yang Gang excels in depicting subjects in a
simple and lively manner with his mastery of brush strokes, which are free but forceful,
archaic but charming and dynamic butdelicate. The brush work and ink tones of his painting
in a free manner are imposing and heroic, which enhance the vigour and force of the
painting, resembling the resonance of the calligraphic style on the bamboo and wooden slips
of the Qin and Han Dynasties.

I like his painting in a meticulous style, such as his works like ‘Looking Forward to
Homecoming’, ‘Riding and Herding’, etc., which portray the life of the people in the border
grasslands in simple forms, direct pictorial compositions and harmonious colour tones. On
the other hand, I like his painting in a free style more, such as the works like ‘Herdsmen’,
‘Clous on the Grassland’, ‘Charm of the Grassland’, etc., which are characterized by
spontaneous brush strokes and archaic rhythm. These excellent works form the core of the
present painting catalogue.

After graduation at the Department of Chinese Painting of the Central Arts Academy
for ten years and works silently in the Beijing Painting Academy for nine years, Yang Gang
does not have any favour for fame. He just devotes himself fully in developing his personal
style and attaining artistic accomplishment in painting as if he is ‘tasting’ and ‘eating’ the
essence of painting. [ truly wish that he could maintain his distinctive swift and archaic style
and keep on hissimple mind and forget the conventional principlesin order to grasp the true
spirit of Chinese painting. I also hope that he could master the sophisticated language of
oriental artand would notdisturbed by worldly troubles, so that he could enrich hisideasand
discover the mystery of the human spiritual mind. Then in the art of painting, the things

would be clear to enable him to create unprecedented masterpieces in his artistic career.

Zhao Chengmin
Written in May, 1990
at the Beijing Painting Academy
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Message from the Painter

The Chinese literati painting prospered since the Song Dynasty has been highly
credited for anumber of artistic merits, such as its close relationship with Chinese literature
and its superb technical accomplishments. However, with the literati painting is compared
to the paintings of the Qin, Han and Tang dynasties, it lacks the spiritual essence,confidence
and courage to face the realistic world and at the same time, it also lacks that kind of archaic
and naturalistic rhythm. As aresult, I try to realize the idea that ‘archaic but new’ in order
to assimilate the spiritual essence of the painting in the Qin, Han dynasties and pre-Qin

period with modern realism to create a new path in the art of Chinese painting.

Yang Gang
June, 1990
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Biographical Notes of the Artist

Born at Huaiyang, Henan

He painted his oil painting ‘Return after Target Shooting’ which was selected for
exhibition at the Exhibition of National Arts, 1974.

Participated in the International Children’s Painting Exhibition held in New
Zealand and his painting ‘Playing Fireworks’ had won an award.

Enrolled in the Supplementary Secondary School of the Central Arts Academy.

In February, he paid his first visit to the Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region and
became a herdsman at the Mengtubaolike Pastureland at Dongwugq;i.

In May, he returned to Beijing from Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region and
worked in the Military Farm at Shijiazhuang with the tutors and students of the
Supplementary Secondary School of the Central Arts Academy.

In May, he was graduated from the Supplementary Secondary School and went to
Abahanaierqi, Inner Mongolia and became a staff of the Cultural Institute there.

He painted his painting ‘Go to the Night Political School” which was selected for
exhibition at the Exhibition of National Arts, 1975.

His print ‘Brilliant Sunshine’ was selected for exhibition at the Exhibition of
National Arts, 1976.

Enrolled in the post-graduate class of Chinese painting at the Central Arts Academy.

His graduation work ‘Fetching the Bride’ won the second gold award of the Ye
Qianyu Awards.

In May, he was appointed a professional painter at the Beijing Painting Academy.
In the same year, his work ‘Taking a Break’ was collected by the Research Institute
of Chinese Painting.

His work ‘Morning’ won the third award of Works by Beijing Artist, which was also
selected for the travelling exhibition to four cities in U.S.A. in 1983.

In the same year, he painted a series works known as ‘Suite on the Grassland’.

Painted his works ‘Teenage’, ‘Going to School’, etc.

1984

1985

1986

1987

1988

1989

1990

His work ‘Song of the Wrestler’ was selected for exhibition at the Arts Exhibition of
the 35th Anniversary of the Establishment of the People’s Republic of China, which
won the first award of the Arts of Beijing and was collected by the Chinese Artists

Association, Beijing Branch.

His work ‘Figures’ won an award of Arts of the Beijing Region and was collected by
the Chinese Artists Association, Beijing Branch.

In the same year, he painted works like ‘Return after Herding’, ‘Drama Figures’,
‘Herdsman’, ‘Beating Horse’s Mane’, ‘Visit to Xixiangbanna'. These works are
exhibited at ‘Charm of the Past and Present’ — a joint exhibition of fifteen artists.
Hiswork ‘Sunset on the Long River’ was published on the ‘Renmin Yibao’ (People’s Daily
News).

Painted his work ‘Riding’.

Painted his works ‘Man and Camel’, ‘Run’, ‘Herding’ and ‘Wrestlers’, which were

selected for exhibition at the Exposition held in Switzerland.
Painted his works ‘Youngster on the Grassland’, ‘Rider’, etc.

Held a joint exhibition ‘Painting and Calligraphy by Yang Gang and Dong Zhenghe’
at the Bao’s Gallery, Hong Kong Arts Centre in March.

In the same year, he painted his works ‘Clouds on the Grassland’, ‘Nude’, ‘Dog’,
‘Face of an Old Man’, ‘Herdmen’, ‘Spirit of the Qin and Han Dynasties’, ‘Herdsmen
in a Walk’, ‘Charm of the Grassland’, ‘Still Life’, etc.

On 31st May, a Distribution ceremony on the series of books ‘Contemporary Chinese
Artists’, which was published with funds provided by China and Thailand, was held
in the People’s Grand Hall, Beijing. The whole series contain fifteen volumes and
one of which is ‘Painting by Yang Gang’.

In July, he went to Thailand to attend the Distribution ceremony of this series of
books.

In the same year, he painted works ‘Rider’, ‘Charm of the Grassland’, ‘Catching a
Horse’ and ‘Suite on the Grassland’ for the Changfugong Center.
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