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Preface

Being referred to as “the cornerstone of a symphony, the tuner of a swing jazz, the
magnetic vocal of a solo”, double bass is considered as “the perfect music instrument” as it
could perform all techniques included in the modern music performing arts.

In China, the development of studies in double bass started relatively late.Compared to
other string instruments, a rare number of textbooks, exercise sheets and other academic
publications concerning double bass had been released in China. Accordingly, almost all
teaching materials used before are from foreign publications. Eighty-six Etudes for String Bass
by Josef Hrabé (professor in doublebass of Prague Academy of Music) is one of the most.
preferred textbooks. Written on a practical basis, the book contains fundamental knowledge and
skills concerning double bass performing arts, as well as innovative opinions and techniques
towards advanced studies.

The main purpose of publishing this book is to present a refined version of Eighty-six
Etudes for String Bass with detailed analysis. Readers could find notes regarding focal poinfs
such as music performing practices, tonality and compositions of songs, etc., as well as
guidance and FAQs concerning basic performing trainings. Moreover, adjustments in sheet
displays have also been made in aid of music readings. Adjustments are made in spacing, bar
lines, sheet arrangements, and so on. In order to simplify the readings of music, alto stave and
tenor stave are added accordingly to the original bass stave. In addition to the original ver-sion
of Fighty-six Etudes for String Bass, the following adjustments are made in correspondence
with modern fingering evolutions: more emphasis added to basic performing trainings,
different fingering systems for exercises and formal performance (in accordanc':é. with the
charisma of music).

Eighty-six Etudes for String Bass benefits both the teaching and learning of double bass
performing arts. It is the author’ s sincere wish that through further studies and an;11ysis of its
content, contributions could be made to enhance the teaching standards, and that eventually, a

better future of the music industry in China could be achieved.

Yin Fuyuan
Feb., 2011
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