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~ Unit One”

1. Read for a Purpose (1)—Skimming -

© EBOEEO—BE

It is sometimes useful to obtain a general impression of a book,article,or story before
deciding whether or not to read more carefully. To skim is to read quickly in order to get a
general idea of a passage. Unlike scanning, which involves searching for details or isolated
facts,skimming requires you to note only information and clues that provide an idea of the
central theme or topic of a passage.

When you skim, it is necessary to read only selected sentences in order to get the main
idea. You should also use textual clues such as italicized or underlined words, headlines or
subtitles,spacing , paragraphing,etc. Do not read every word or sentence.

Once you have a general idea about an article,you may decide whether you should read
the entire selection carefully.

1. If you want to know whether the material is what you want,you should
A read it carefully
B read its headline only
* C search for some details in it
D skim it
2. You must skim the following passage in one minute to decide if a careful reading would
provide information on the topic given. Indicate your answer by checking Yes or NO.

Would you want more information about the Dionne Quintuplets if you were interested

in social and governmental reaction to multiple births?

—Yes.

—No.

DIONNE QUINTUPLETS(EH M B5) s the five daughters born in Callander,Ontario,on
May 28,1934,to Qliva and Elzire Dionne, who already had six children. The quintuplets,
Annette,, Emilie, Yvonne , Marie, and Cecile, were delivered at the Dionne farmhouse (now
preserved and restored). They were cared for by Dr. Allan Roy Dafoe,a local general medical
practitioner. The Canadian Red Cross provided them with incubators({£ & &£ /= 8 JLR {8 &
#) and nursing care, and the Dafoe Memorial Hospital was built nearby by public
subscription () 2X )as a nursery. In 1935 the Ontario legislature (3f ¥ #1 3¢ Y)made them wards
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of the province to avoid exploitation (F} Fi )by theatrical managers and show producers,their
father regained custody (Y #*)in 1941.

In 1943 a new family home was built, and the quintuplets were educated there until
they entered Nicolet College in 1952. Marie (Mrs. Florian Houle)died in Montreal on Feb.
27,1970. Emilie died of an epilepric seizure on Aug. 6. 1954,in Ste. -Agathe-des-Monts,
Quebec. Yvonne trained as a nurse and spent several years in eonvents. Annette married
Germain Allard of Montreal,and Cecile married Philippe Langlois of Quebec.

(123 words)
3. Skim the following passage in two minutes and then choose the best title for it.
A The “Post Paid” Error.
B The Twopenny Blue.
C A London Printer’s Error.
D

How Mauritius Became Famous.
L ]

How can a single postage stamp be worth § 16,8007

Any mistake made in the printing of a stamp raises its value to stamp collectors. A
mistake on one inexpensive postage stamp has made the stamp worth a million and a half
times its original value.

The mistake was made more than a hundred years ago in the British colony of
Mauritius, a small island in the Indian Ocean. In 1847 an order for stamps was sent to a
London printer—Mauritius was to become the fourth country in the world to issue stamps.

Before the order was filled and delivered,a ball was planned at Mauritius’ Government
House ,and stamps were needed to send out the invitations. A local printer was instructed to
copy the design for the stamps. He accidentally inscribed (l ZI) the words “Post Office”
instead of “Post Paid” on the several hundred stamps that he printed.

Today there are only twenty-six of these misprinted stamps left—fourteen One Penny
Orange-Reds and twelve Twopenny Blues. Because of the Twopenny Blue’s rareness and
age collectors have paid as much as $ 16,800 for it.

(182 words)
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In many American cities public transportation is a political issue([a] & ). So many people
live in these cities that it is impossible for them all to drive cars. Besides, many of them
cannot afford cars. Many people want to ride fast, clean subways and buses, but nobody
~ wants to pay for them. This is a problem for city politicians, who want to be elected and
reelected. Some cities pay for part of the cost of public transportation from taxes. However,
the costs go up as the price of fuel increases, and the politicians do not want to increase
taxes. The rest of the cost has to come from fares that the passengers pay.

The fare system differs in different cities. In some,such as New York,every passenger
pays the same amount, whether he or she takes a short ride or a long one. In other cities,
such as Washington, there is a system of zones. A passenger who only wants to go a short
distance pays one amount. A passenger who goes through more zones pays more.

In all systems,passengers complain that politicians let fares get too high. Other people
complain that politicians let taxes get too high. Everybody blames the politicians.

(203 words)

1. The main idea of “Public Transportation” is stated in

A the first sentence in paragraph one

B the first sentence in paragraph two

C the first sentence in paragraph three
2. Are the following true or false?
True False Americans reelect politicians because they help increase taxes.
True False Subway fares depend partly on the cost of fuel.
True False Many poor people need to use public transportation.

O Ow >

True False Both taxes and fares pay for public transportation.

E True False In all American cities there is a system of zones for paying the bus fare.

Useful Expressions

transport uvt. n. transportation n.

air transport FiE,Fiad

all-weather transport S REER

ambulance transport BP(EmI . 4 RER
cargo transport W& , iz 5% A

clipper transport e 3k 3E My

combined rail and road transport AR ER



high-speed mass transport

heat transport

hired transport
hydraulic/water/waterway transport
inland/inner water transport
magnetic tape transport
marine/maritime transport
mechanical transport

ocean/sea transport

petroleum transport

priority transport

railway (road) transport of passenger(goods)

surface transport

through transport

bus transportation

highway transportation
overland transportation
pipe-line transportation
suburban(urban) transportation

to transport mail by train
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rime Cycles throughout the Year

| —EORRNRRE

Crime has its own cycles,a magazine reported some years ago. Police records that were

studied for five years from over 2,400 cities and towns show a surprising link between
changes in the season and crime patterns.

The pattern of crime has varied very little over a long period of years. Murder reaches
its high during July and August, as do rape (38 #F ) and other violent attacks. Murder,
moreover, is more than seasonal:it is a weekend crime. It is also a nighttime crime; 62
percent of murders are committed between 6 p.m. and 6 a. m..

Unlike the summer high in crimes of bodily harm ,burglary (¥ %7 )has a different cycle.
You are most likely to be robbed between 6 p. m. and 2 a. m. on a Saturday night in
December, January, or February. The most uncriminal month of all? May-—except for one
strange statistic (4 3 ¥ # ). More dog bites are reported in this month than in any other
month of the year.

Apparently our intellectual seasonal cycles are completely different from our criminal
tendencies. Professor Huntington,of the Foundation for the Study of Cycles,made extensive
studies to discover the seasons when people read serious books,attend scientific meetings,
make the highest scores on examinations and propose the most changes to patents, In all
instances, he found a spring peak and an autumn peak separated by a summer low. On the
other hand,professor Huntington’s studies indicated that June is the peak month for suicides
(killing oneself)and admissions to mental hospitals. June is also a peak month for marriages!

Possibly , soaring (# F} # ) thermometers and high humidity (i& Bf )bring on our strange
and terrifying summer actions,but police officials are not sure.-“There is,of course,no proof
of a connection between humidity and murder,” they say. “Why murder’s high time should
come in the summertime we really don’t know. ”

(305 words)

1. The main idea of paragraph 1 is

A there is a link between changes in the seasons and crime patterns

B crime is not linked to the changes in season

C 2,400 towns were studied for five years

D police records should be studied
2. The subject of paragraph 2 .is

A murder B summer crime

C burglary D rape
3. In paragraph 3,what is the one strange statistic for May?

A There are more robberies in May.

B There are more dog bites in May.
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C There is the most crime in May.
D There are more murders in May.
4. In paragraph 4,sentence 2 gives examples of
A criminal tendencies B summer low
C intellectual activities D leisure trends
5. In paragraph 4,why is there an exclamation point(}) after the last sentence?
A Because the author is surprised that so many people marry in June.
B Because the author is surprised that the marriage peak occurs in the same month as
the suicides and mental hospital peak.
C Because the author doesn’t understand why the peak for suicides and marriage is in
the same month.
D Because the author is surprised that so many people commit suicide in this month.
6. The information in paragraph 5 says
A there may be a connection between murder and hot weather
B there is a definite connection between murder and hot weather
C there is no connection between murder and hot weather

D high humidity definitely causes murder

Useful Expressions

season n.

booming/busy /high/rush season & & at all seasons —FwH,— 53 k%

busy farming season R F¥ at seasons BYBY, RBF 3

close (closed fishing)season # %% (¥ i 4 for a season —B,—2 )L, %6
F3E 53 in due season A if % 6hu4&

dry(wet;rainy)season F(&)% in good season A% ,RF

dead (a dull;an off)season in trade 3 #&
xE

early season R F ¥ edw iy

festive season kK F ¥

flood season #tK A

low/slow season ¥ %

season-ticket/commutation ticket
ZHEE

silly season XZW&IFEF, MLy RF

the height of the season
:

the social season # X FH

¥Fu$

KBE,

the strawberry season

(RATH )4 & B

in season 1. B L E4F, 4540 F 2. R F,
AF3GRRA$)EE, BH 4. JFE)A
BM S (FHHELEREY

in season and out of season — - F] sk, 4
R B, AT B
out of season 1.it 8t 2. % L ebdn 3. A&

B
to come into season L
The last three years have been a good season

for the company. it:=4—A R N3
# R K,

There is a season for work and for play. %
HIF, LRI A AR,

Key:AABCBA



Speech—the act of uttering ( & ) sounds to convey meaning—is a kind of human
action. Like any other constantly repeated action,speaking has to be learned,but once it is
learned,it becomes a generally unconscious(JG & iR #)and apparently automatic process.

As far as we can determine, human beings do not need to be forced to speak; most
babies seem to possess(have)a sort of instinctive drive to produce speechlike noises. How to
speak and what to say are another matter altogether. These actions are learned from the
particular society into which the baby is born;so that,like all conduct that is learned from a
society—f{rom the people around us—speech is a patterned activity.

The meandering ( F ¥ ) Y babble (H# MF ¥ IF Dand chatter of a young child are eventually
channeled by imitation into a few orderly grooves( 3] 1 )that represent the pattern accepted
as meaningful by the people around him. Similarly,a child’s indiscriminate (/4 fill & 3 f9)
practice of putting things into his mouth becomes limited to putting food into his mouth in a
certain way.

The sounds that a child can make are more varied and numerous than the sounds that
any particular language utilizes(uses). However,a child born into a society with a pattern of
language is encouraged to make a small selection of sounds and to make these few sounds
over and over until it is natural for him to make these sounds and no others.

(233 words)

1. For an adult,the process of speaking usually involves ;

A conscious selection of sounds B imitation of those around him

C a drive to make noises D unconscious actions
2. Conduct that is learned from a society may be called

A instinctive drive B selection

C automatic activity D patterned activity
3. A child’s chatter becomes speech when it

A begins to follow meaningful patterns B contains enough sounds

C becomes natural to him D begins to be repeated

4. The most important factor in a child’s learning to speak is probably

A instinct B selection
C variety D imitation
5. The sounds that a child is able to make are .

A not as varied as those used in language

B more varied and numerous than those in any language
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C far fewer than those needed to form a language

D completely different from the sounds of language
6. The society around a child determines

A what kind of sounds he will make

B whether his speech will become automatic

C what sounds will be considered meaningful

D how many sounds he will be able to make

Useful Expressions

vary v. varied a. various a.

to vary one’s life 4 %EFF %% various views & # I .5

to vary one’s plan & ¥ it %) riots in various places & 3 dj R 3

to vary one’s teaching method A X # % F the peoples of various countries & EAR,
# too various to form a group FPE ¥ % K

to vary directly as fe--r R ELmE L — %

to vary inversely as Foeeeeeo BB mE 4  for various reasons B FHESH

to vary from-<-+to-:/between<++and -+ MK
------ oo RE; £ B -2 M T Opinions vary on this point. £iX— & Lk
3 ERLEFRAMEAE.

to vary with Heserse Tl R Feeeer T 4L The temperature varies from time to time.

m B ETE.

varied opinions & #F R F #4 & A They never vary from the law of nature.

a varied career % X iLHG 4 E HATA KRB A RARE,

the varied scenes of life £ & P & X & 44 There are various ways of getting to the
e 3 station. = XA EFEXEAE,

various opinions ## & 1,
various shapes R Fl &) % &

Key: DDADBC



