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Abstract

Annual Report on Religions in China (2015) is contributed by editor-in—chief
Yonghui Qiu from the Institute of World Religions, Chinese Academy of Social
Sciences, together with fifteen invited experts from the Institute of World
Religions, CASS; the Department of Philosophy, Renmin University of China;
the Institute of Religions, Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences, etc. .

Focusing on the autonomy of Chinese religious organization, the General
Report of this year brings forward the concept and pattern of “ the
governmentality of religion” . The report illustrates that the governmentality of
religion is not the traditional top-down administrative operation and control, but a
pattern of social and cultural construction and a building model of a country’s soft
power, thus the future of Chinese governmentality of religion is a society
governance model towards democracy, negotiation and pluralism. As an important
part of “religious governance according to law” and “ innovation and social
management” , the main contents of “the governmentality of religion” are the
autonomy of Chinese religious organization, the governmental public power’s
management in accordance with law for religious groups and religious affairs, as
well as the full range, i. e.all aspects of Chinese society, of religious
governance. The report suggests that at this stage of being in the absence of
“religious consensus” and * leéislative consensus” , mainland China can learn from
the successful experience of Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan regions, granting
the religious organizations the legal status by legislation, and starting trial
“ corporation system of religious organizations” . The report calls for Chinese
religious circles working with religious leaders and government authorities, to

&

construct the “ religious governance” discourse, and to make due academic
contributions to Chinese society towards “good governance” .

This year’s “Reports on Major Religions” column presents seven reports,
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each providing both a general review of a major religion and discussion on the most
prominent issues of the year.

“Report on Buddhism” gives an overview of the important events in 2014
Chinese Buddhism, and points out the healthy development of Buddhism should
be safeguarded institutionally, when Buddhism has been increasing social
prestige. The feasible plan to solve the dilemma is to explore the achievable legal
status of the places for Buddhism activities, as well as to establish and perfect the
corporation system of sites for religious activities as soon as possible.

“Report on Taoism” pays special attention to the development of Chinese
Taoism in seven aspects. Focus is on how to make Taoist temples carry more
cultural function and play a greater social influence. The report suggests that Taoism
should be transformed into a truly modern religion in aspects of experience, free
participation, convenience and so on.

“Report on Islam” focuses on Chinese Islamic conferences, the exegetical
works and the outstanding performance of promoting pilgrimage management and
service in 2014. Taking Ningxia as an example, taking Ningxia as an example, the
report indicates that the Belt and Road Initiative led the Muslim people to pay
more attention to Muslim history and culture along the Silk Road, the initiative
that is closely related to the development of religion and society in the western
region, but that may face a variety of challenges.

“Report on Christianity” captures four points of the development of Chinese
Christian churches in 2014; Zhaoyuan event, public charities, the discussions of
“Chinization of Christianity” during the 60" anniversary celebrations of the Three-
Self Patriotic Movement Committee, and efforts to establish normal contacts
between Chinese and Korean churches and its positive effect on the healthy
development of Chinese and Korean churches.

“Report on Catholicism” displays the achievements and crises, challenges and
initiatives of Chinese Catholic in 2014 from three levels: overview of the
development of the Chinese Catholic in 2014; hotspot perspective; taking
Zhengding tragedy as an example, to re-examine the Catholic Church’s
humanitarian relief work during the Anti-Japanese War and its image in China.

Based on the author’s recent investigation of the restoration and rehabilitation
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of Confucius temple, “Report on Confucianism” evaluates four cases in the revival
of Confucius temple, including Confucius cultural festival, Confucius ritual, the
reading class in Confucius temple, and the effect of traditional and public holidays
held in temple on the activation of temple. The report insists that it makes great
sense to activate Confucius temple in contemporary era restoring the holiness.
“Report on Folk Religions” summarizes the folk beliefs and its management
in Zhejiang province. The report points out that as to the governance in folk belief
matters, the local governments have a historical tendency of strong dominance and
crisis control. In previous demolition and remediation of temples, the folk religion
temples as the first to be affected were repeatedly in a dilemma of legitimacy, and
the local, religious ecosystem is also facing more and more challenges. Recently,
Zhejiang is progressively making the difficult transition from the social
administration based on the government-oriented and top-down management to the
social governance of legislation and autonomy. The report advocates that the process

&

of folk beliefs’ governance towards “ good governance” is a process of
“establishing achievements in culture and education”, that is, to promote the
development of community culture and to build up a community cultural identity
and a community life.

“Report on Hot Issues” is directed at the issue of Chinization of Christianity

The report of professor Xinping Zhou describes the origin of the concept of
Chinization, and puts forward the three elements of “ Chinization of Christianity” ,
i.e., to identify Chinese politics, to adapt Chinese society, and to express
Chinese culture.

The report of Dr. Yunfeng Lu is a research based on a survey data of Renmin
University of China and Chinese social sciences research center, Peking
University. The research shows the basic situation of Chinese Christians: Firstly, the
number of Chinese Christians is second to Buddhists, and Christianity has become
the second largest religion after Buddhism in China. In 2010, the Christians
accounted for roughly 1.93 to 2. 18 percent of the adult population. Accordingly,
the estimated totality of Chinese Christians was 2572300000 to 2905500000. Secondly,
compare to other religious communities, Chinese Christian groups were more

active, more organized and their believers were more serious to Christian
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beliefs. Thirdly, 72.5 percent of Chinese Christians were women, and the average
age of Christians was 51 years old. Both of the two numbers were the highest to
other religions. Fourthly, Chinese Christians were at a disadvantage in the social
stratification. Christian personal income was the lowest to other followers of different
faiths ; the number of illiteracy/semi-illiteracy in Chinese Christians was the highest;
10. 2 percent of Christians were without income and unemployed, which number
was also the highest to other religions. Finally, in secial impact, despite the lower
socio-economic status of Christians, their confidence, sense of happiness and mental
health didn’ t have significant difference from the non-faith groups.

The report of Dr. Haibo Huang indicates that China Christian Council and
National Committee of Three-Self Patriotic Movement ( CCC/TSPM ) are
institutional arrangements under a certain historical conditions of Chinese revolution
and construction. Government, believers and the general public are the three basic
functional objects of CCC/TSPM, which have to meet different functional
requirements of the three objects. CCC/TSPM must assume and play effective
political, religious and social functions. Compare to the backward means at the
technical level, “ functionally dislocation” in cognition and practice is more
seriously restricting CCC/TSPM to play their role. The report puts forward that we
need to adjust and optimize the realization of the function of CCC/TSPM, with
particular emphasis on promoting their religious and social functions to play their
political function with flexibility, so that CCC/TSPM are able to mobilize a
variety of positive factors in the current form.

The report of Prof. Nanlai Cao taking “ Christian businessmen” as an example
investigates the reality and situation of the issue “chinizaion of Christianity” . The
report reminds that Christian businessmen as a emerging group after reform and
open up their beneficial attempts to chinization of Christianity should not be
overlooked. Like modern Confucian businessmen and Hui businessmen, Christian
businessmen also make a contribution to their own country and play a constructive
role in promoting economic and social development and international economic
and trade cooperation. The report emphasizes that an important way to realize the
chinization of Christianity is to live out their faith in society, thus the chinization is

a dynamic process to realize the religious and social integration and innovation. The
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ultimate goal of chinizaiton is to build Christianity with Chinese characteristics, so
that Christianity can be successfully embedded into the public morality and personal
ethics, and can actively and effectively participate in building a bridge of morality to
connect Chinese traditional moral values with the world’s commercial economy.

The report of Dr. Ying Hei and Dr. Li Yang focusing on Yunnan Lisu
Christianity maintains that since Christianity was introduced to Yunnan Nujiang at
the end of 19" century and the beginning of 20™ century, after continuous testing
and interaction with the Lisu cultural, Christianity at that region already showed
many of the characteristics of the Lisu, but also some of the local customs and
traditions has been changed into a new tradition of Lisu Christianity.

This year's “Special Report” presents a whole picture about the development
of the religious activity places from five major religions perspective including
Chinese ~ mainland Buddhism Taoism, Islam, Catholicism and
Christianity. Supported by the research fund, Renmin University of China,
Chinese religious Survey (CRS) aiming at the legally registered places for religious
activities, investigated 4383 sites for religious activities from 31 provinces,
municipalities and autonomous regions and 243 conuty-level units, since the
second half of 2013 to the first half of 2015. The respondents of this investigation
were the heads of these religious activities places, and the survey method was face-
to-face questionnaire interviews. By far, it is the latest and most comprehensive
survey on the history, formation, organization, modernity and social participation

of religious sites in China.
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