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Preface

As a young man, Chen Bowen (1943 - 2005) worked as an art director in film and television,
and as an interior designer. His talent won him a considerable reputation in both fields, and he
enjoyed a comfortable lifestyle. In middle age, however, Chen decided to become a professional
artist, and from then on he dedicated himself to il painting. He poured all of his energy and passion
into depicting, in a series of intensely moving paintings, scenes from daily life - in all its different
forms - in the Taiwan in which he had been born and grown up. His determination enabled him
to ignore poverty and continue pursuing his dream. In 2005, Chen’s sudden and unexpecfed death
from stomach cancer put an end to his 15-year career as a full-time artist, but he left behind him

many paintings of an extremely high quality, which have rarely been exhibited in public.

Chen Bowen'’s paintings and writings display an unwavering love for his native land. Chen
was convinced that it was only by painting the places and people with which he was familiar that
he could achieve detailed observation and powerful emotive force. Chen traveled all over Taiwan
painting from life. Besides observing and recording, he was also able to get to know local people, and
acquire a more in-depth understanding of their lives; the ordinary people’s vitality and tenacity were -
the aspects of the Taiwanese spirit that he found most attractive. He therefore took as his subject
matter people working diligently in ordinary occupations, and typical scenes from different parts of
the country. The work of previous generations of artists, and of his own artist friends, often provided
Chen with inspiration as to how best to convey the spirit of Taiwan in his paintings in symbolic
form; he developed a semi-abstract style that made use of plain colors and simple images to express

his commitment to his native place.

The National Museum of History has always worked to preserve and give exposure to art that
displays a strong humanistic spirit. In The Beauty of Taiwan— A Memorial Exhibition of the Art of Chen
Bowen, we present a comprehensive picture of Chen Bowen's art. The oil paintings selected for
display in this exhibition include scenes from Chen’s travels around Taiwan, scenes of fishing port
life, farming scenes and pictures showing people in a wide variety of occupations and situations.
Besides Chen Bowen’s paintings, the exhibition also includes examples of the fine sketches that
he produced, as well as extracts from his writings that shed light on his artistic philosophy. This
exhibition shows not only Chen Bowen’s artistic achievements but also embodies his concern for
Taiwan and the course of his exploration of human life, giving it extra significance. In addition, it

also records a quietly worker in the development of modern Taiwanese art history.

i.f-

Yui-Tan Chang
Director

National Museum of History
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